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= rome bath made 

| EE Nell it not only par- 

MESA doable, but ne- 
PAs: | 

| ceſſary to flatter 


: Uh AV i» Dedicatory 
Epiſtles , Ept- 


tapbs, and Dedications, are cre- 


dited alike. 
But I will 'not follow the 


ef 2 |ſireame 
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fireame herein : Firſt, becauſe 1 


— 


The Epiſtle, | 


account it beneath my calling , to 
ſpeake any thing above the truth, 
Secondly,becauſe of you it is need- 
leſſe : Let deformed Faces be be- 
bolding to the Painter , Arthath 
nothing to doe , where N ature 
bath prevented 1t. 

Wherefore I will turne my pray- 
fing of you, intoprayer for you, de-| 
firing God to ſlrengthen and in- 
creaſe all goodneſſe in 30u , and | 


give J0u perſeverance(that golden | 
C, laſpe) which joynes Grace and 
lory togetber. | 
T bus deſiring to fbroud my | 
weake labours,under your favoura- | 
ble Patronage. I reſt | 
Your Ladiſhips inall ſervice, 
Thomas Fuller, | 
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on 1Cok.1.18, &c. 
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For firſt of all when you come together in the 
Church, 1 heare there be diviſions among 
y0u, axd I partly beleeve it, 


HE Apoſtle calleth the 
Corinthians to an ac- | 
count, and readeth his 
black Billunto them. 
Itcontaineth ſeverall 
Items , which you 


may reade inthe fol. 
lowing chapters ; bur 


the Imprimss 1s in the 
Text, For firſt of all, cc. 

When you come together inthe Church, &+c, 
Eveninthenon-age and infancy of Chri- 


ſtianity, there were Churches appointed for 


Obſery, 


RY TE Gods | 


n— 
— 


—__ 
= to Ra. 2; 


= za. ot. a oa a. aw cc od 1... T1 


Carton, 
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*A Comment 011 Cor. 11.18, 


— 


Godsholy ſervice. True ſome take Church 
here, pro ce1u fidelinm ,, yet Theephylact, andall 
Greeke Writers generally expound it , the 
materiall place of mecting. 

Twothings then were chiefly aymedat in 
Churches, 

1. Receipt, thatthe place were capable 
tocontainethe people, 
2, Privacie. 

Being then under perſccution they built not\ 
their Churches to be ſcene,but not tobe ſeen, 
and then were as plainein their houſes, as in 
their dealing. Beauty and Magnificenſe were 
of later date in Chriſtian Temples , when 
Religion grew acquainted with peace and 
proſperity z and good reaſon Gods houſe 
now ſhould bee decently garniſhed::. Some 
ſhunning whoriſh gaudineſſe , leave the 
Church to flutriſh naſtineſſe. The Font (our 
lordan) having more mud than water init : 
the Communion-table unſeeming]y kept, 


Vithall ler us rake heed leſt as it hath been 


obferved inEngland, that great Houſe-build- 
ing hath beene the bane of good Houl-keep- 
ing. So lct us take heed leſt piety inus bee {0 
much the worſe, by how much our Churches 
are better thenthey were inthetime of Saint 
Paul : What a ſhame wouid it be, if there 


ſhould be more light in the Church windows! 


than in our underſtanding : more pious {cnten- 
ES WTIttEN 1n their'wals than in our hearts, 


IMOTIC. 
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a A (,omment on | Cor. 11.18, | 


TT 


more uniformity in the building, than in oar 
behaviours. 
I heare there be diviſions among you. 

How came Saint Pau! by this intelli- 
gence 2 Was not hee at Philippi, when hee 
| wrote this Epiſtle ? (as appears by the Polt- 
| ſcript) which was many miles from Corinth. 
| How heard the Apoſtle of theſe diviſions 
at ſuch a diſtance ? 
Saint Paul was cunning in a kind of Chri- 
| ſtian and lawfull Magick. Allthe world was 
his circle, (for ſo he faith of himſclte, Thecare 
of all Churches lyeth upon me, 2 Cor, 11.28.) and 


{ome faithfull friends in every Church were 
his familiar Spirits in this circle, toinform him 
of all conſiderable paſſages. So that Saint 
Paul was at Corinth, when hee was nor at Co. | 
rinth, abſcnt in perſon, preſent by his Þ oxics, | 
theſe Intelligencers which kept correſpon- | 
| dencie with him. | 
| Men inauthority have quick cares to heare/ 
at a greatdiſtance, The muttcrings of Male- | 
factors are hollowings to Magiſtrates , who | 
hearediſtinly what offenders but whiſperto 
themſelves. | 
Let none: therefore be encouraged to finne 
| through aconfidence tobe concealed : What 
| though Sianers be the ſervants of the Prince | 
| of darkeneſſe, and therctore hope to obtaine 
| from their Lord and Maſter a protefion that 
| no puniſhment may arreſt them , yet let them 
| B 2 know 


Anſw, 


Do# 


Ve. 


— —_—W- ts. AM hk. ocmad 


_ 


| 4 | A Comment 01 1 Cor.1n.18, 


D olt, 


Anſw. 


know, that though the place wherein they fin 
ſeemeto them as darkeas Egypt, it isas light 
tomen in authority, as the land of Goſhen; 
| Lyons {leepe with their eyes open z Magi- 
ſtrates with theireyes both open, and ſecing : 
when wee thinke them blind, they Behold : 
when deafe, with Saint Paul they Heare, 

Did theſe men(whoſoever they were) well 
in telling Saint Paul theſe diſcords of the Co- | 
rinthians? had they not better have gone back- 
ward, and covered the nakednefle of their 
neighbours with the cloake of ſilence ? Pitty 
it is but that his rongue ſhould bee for ever 
bound torhe peace, who will prate of every 
fault hee finds inanother, and at the beſt they 
are butclacks and tel-tales for their paines, 

Had they told it to ſome ſcofhng Cham , or 
mocking /fmael, who would bave made mu. 
ſick to himſelte of the Corinthians diſcords , 
then they had been faulty inrelating the faults 
| of others ; Tel/it not in Gath,nor publiſh it in Aſ- 
| kalon,leſt the &c. 2 Sam.1. 20. butitbeing told 
t0S. Paul, who would nut mock, but bemoan , 
notdefame, but reform theſe offenders, it was 
nobreach,but adeed of charity,and thedoers 
hereof, benefactors herein, to the Chuch of 
Corinth. 

It is both lawtull, and laudableto diſcover 
the faults of our deareſt friends, tothoſe who 
have powerand place to reforme them, Thus 
Joſeph brought to his father Jacob the evill 

deeds 


_—— 


; 


dealing, that hee who formerly had by his 


| 


4 


| 


| ACommemtoni Cor.11.18. [ is 


deeds of his brethren, Ger. 37.2 Indeed the 
Devill is called the Accuſer of the brethren, 
Revel.10.12, but heaccuſcth them often with- 
out cauſe, even withoutcharity, who ſince hee 
' hath been caſt into hell, knowes noother hea- 
venthen to doe wiſchiefe. But for a man to 
open the ſins, the wounds of his neighbour, 
not with defire to put him to torment,but that | 
the Chyrurgion may ſearch and ſalve them, is 
anaction moſt charitable, | 
| There are diviſions, Objet, 
But did not Saint Paul inthe 2, verſe of this 
Chapter prayſe the Corinthians ? Now Icom- 
mend you brethren , that you remember me in all 
things , and keepe the Ordinances as T delivered 
them to yow, Were they growne ſo bad ſince 
the beginning of this Chapter ? ordoth Sainr 
Paul with Saint Anzuſtine write a retratation 
of what hee had written before ? Is this faire 


ct . 
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commendations given the Corinthians a ge- 
nerall Acquitrance from altheir faults, ſhould 
now come over them with an after-recko- 
ning, andcharge them with the fin of divilt- 
ons ? | 
1 Some anſwer, * 0mnia,jd eft pleraq; omnia.| Arſw.1. 
So that al the ordinances are to be expounded | * cornel.g le} 
the greateſt part of them, LOI] 
2 Others by Ordinances underſtand onely | * Thow. More 
certaine Ecclefiaſticall * Rites and Ceremo- | 07 15 his 
nies, rouching the PR of the Ga, [a | 
3 whic 
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s) | A Comment on 1 Cor 18, 11 
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* Cal.z Cor. 
11,2. 


which had no neceflary influence, eitheron 
do&rine, or manners; {o that the Corinthians 
might be obſervanrof all theſe, and yet pec- 
cant both in lifeand beliete, | 
If this bee the meaning,then let us take heed , 
thatthough we bt whole indilcipline, wee be 
not halting in Dottrine, though fund In CCre- 
monies,notſick inmanners,ther being no ſuch 
inſeparable connexion betwixt the one & the 
other, butthat a man may obſerve all orders in 
Church ſervice, and yet be diforderly in his 
life & converſation, lightningoft times breaks 
the ſword, yetbruiſes notthe ſcabard , ſoerror 
and vitioutheſle may breake all piety and reli- 
vi0N in us, though in the mean time the ſheath 
of Religion ( formall decency , and outward 
conformity)remaine in us ſound andentire, 

* Calvins opinion is that the Apoſtle com- 
mending the C orinthians,meaneth the maine 
and general body of the Church, thoughthere 
| might be many ſtraglers juſtly tobe reproved, 
| confefling Laboraſst quidem altos alijs vitijs : In- 
| terea tamen ab antver(o corporere tentam fui(ſe for- 

man quam commendaverat, That Church there- 

fore is,and is to be counted & commended for 

a good Church, whoſc head is whole, heart 
| hcalrhful,all vital parrs entire, though having 
| alame leg,ableared eye,a witheredhand, ſome 
| bad and vitious members, belonging unto it, 
| And I partly beleeve it. 


That is, I bclceve ſome of you are guilty of 
this 
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| of Tehu, 2 King.10.23 whobcing about to kil 


' {obad,as they are reported, 


\ - 


"eA Comment on 1 Cor. 11. 18. LL: 
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this fault, though others be innotent. | « 
Generall cenſures condemning whole! £97. 

Churches arealtogether uncharitable, Angle 
out the offenders by themſclves,burt take heed ! 
j of killing all with a Drag-net : And grant 
many, yea moſt to be faulty, yer ſome may be | 
guiltleſſe. Wickednefle was not ſo generalla| 
Rule in Sodome;, but that righteous Lo was an 
exception from it. See Obadiah (asa Tewell in 
the head of a Toad) Steward of Ahabs wic- 
ked houſhold, Yea, ſeeing Impiety intrudes/ 
| it elfe amongſt the thickelt of Gods Saines, | 
| (evendrowning Cham in Noahs Arke ) juſt itis 
thar God ſhould have ſome names even where 
the throne of Satan is erected, 

Let us therfore follow the wary proceedings 


; Baals Piicſts, cauſed a ſtrict ſearch before tobe 

| made, Search and look that there be here with you, | 
| none of the ſervants of the Lord,but the ſervants of 
| Baal only, So when wee are about with cenſu- 

| ring, to murder the credits of many together, | 
| Ierus take heed thatthere be not ſome Ortho- 
| doxeamongſt thoſe whom we condemn alto 
; be Hereticks ; ſome thar defire robee peace- 
| able 1nthis our 1{racl, amongſt thoſe whom | 
' wee condemne for all fatious Schiſmaricks, | 
Butthele words [" partly beleeve it ] may 
thus alſo be expounded,as wel of the faults,as | 
of the perſons.,as it he had ſaid, I belcevethele 


accuſations only in part,and hopethey are not 


When | 


a, 


9 | ec (, omment on i Cor.11.18. | 


Dot. When Fames are brought unto us from 
good hands, let us not be ſo incredulous,as to | 
beleeve no part of them, nor ſo uncharitable | 
as to beleeve all; but with Saint Paul partly 
belceve it. The good man carrieth a Court of | 
Chancery in his owne boſome, to mitigate the 
rigour of common reports, with equall and 
favourable interpretations. 
| Rea 1, | Becauſe Fame often creates ſomething of 
nothing, alwayes makes a great deale of a lir- 
tle, 'Tis true of Fame whatis ſaid of the De- 
| vill: Irhas beene a Lyar from the beginning. 
Yea, and ſometimes a Murderer. Abſalom 
ſlew one of Davids ſonnes, and Fame killed | | 


all thereſt, 2 Sam.13.30. 
E- in Becauſe men in reporting things often min- 
gle their own intereſtsand ingagements with 
cheir-Relations, and making them better, or 
worle,as they themſelves ſtand afteed : Wa- 
ter reſembleth both the taſte and colour of 
that earth, through which it runneth!, ſo re- 
ports relliſhof their Relators,and have a bluſh 
and a ſmack of theirpartiall diſpoſitions, and 
therfore ſuch Relationsare not to bebelceved 
in their full latitude, extent, and dimenſion, 
ns — Thoſe that will beleeve nothing of what 
. 
they heare reported, though warranted by ne- 

verſo good witnefles, Though they be per- 
{waded, they will not be perſ[waded, and will 
notcreditany accuſations though never ſojult, 
Yea, ſomerimesare ſo farre from truſting the | 

tongues 


—_— 


( dee. .0_DE= 


— 


—— — 


——_— 


tongues of others, thatthey wil nor truſt their 
owne eyes: I beare them witnefſe theſe men 
have charity, but not according to know- 
ledge. 

But where too much charity hath ſlaine her 
thouſands, too little hath (laine her ten thou- 
ſands, More menthere be who take all reports 
upon the credit of the Relators, and never 
weighthem inthe ſcales of their owne judge- 
ments, to ſee if they bee too lightor no: Yea, 
ſomeare ſocxceſive in this kind, their belicfe 
out-ſtretcheth the report what is told them to 
bedone out of _ , they belecve to be 
our of knowledge , what is told them to 
be done outof infirmity , they beleeve to bee 
done out of preſumption, they need not ſay 


with theman in the Goſpel, Lord Ibeleeve,helpe 
my unbeleefe, But Lord pardon my too much 
belicfe, pardon my over-credulity, in that I 
belceveall, and more than all reported. To 
conclude, ler not our beliefes bealtogether of 
clay to receive any impreſſion, nor altogerher 
of Iron, to receivenoneatall. Butas the toes 
inthe Image of NebuchadneJFars Dreame were 
rtly iron, and partly clay: So let our be- 
icfes becompoſed of charity , mixt with our 
credulity, that whena crime is reported , wee 
may wita Saint Paw! partly belecve it, | 
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For there muſt be alſo hereſirs among you , that 
they which are approved , may be made mani- 


feſt among you. { 


=e Erc Saint Paul argueth a minore ad 

ms1,bcing the morecaily in- 

duced to bclceve there _— 

be diviſions among rhem, be- 

= alſo there muſt be Here- 
1ES. 


Hereſies are worſe than Schiſmes, falſe doftrines 
more dangerous thay arviſions, The former, ſinnes 
againſt + aith; the later againſt Charity;and theugh 
theſe two Graces be ſiſters and twins, yet Faithis the 
| elacft andchoyceſt. 


However, as children uſe to ſay, they love 
| Father and Mother both beſt: So letus hate 
| Herefies and Schiſmes both worſt, The Ta- 
therbecaule ſchiſme is a fir ſtock ro graft Here- 

fie on; yea of their owne accord, old Schiſ- 
maticks ripened with age, grow young Here- 
tikes, wineſle the Donarifts, who (as Saint 
* Auguſtize ſaith ) were but pure Schiſmaricks 
at firſt, and turned Heretikes afterwards, 

What 1s a Herelie ? A demand very im- 
| portant to be anſwered, ſeeing Saint Paul (airh., 
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a (Comment on i Cor.11.19, | 


EB... 
Afts 24.14. After the way which they call Here: 
fie, ſo worſhip F the Godof my Fathers. 


Religion, maimayned with obſtinacy, It muſt 
be in the fundamentals, In the Primitive 
Church many were too laviſh in beſtowing 
the name of Heretike on thoſe which diſſen- 
| ted from the Chutch, inſas I may ſay] Veni- 
all errours. A charitable man would have been 
loath to have beene of the Jury, rocondemne 
Tovizian tor an Heretike , on ro other evi- 
dence, thanthat hee maintayned marriagein 
meritto be equall with Virginity. As there- 
fore by thoſe many Kings mentioned inthe 
old Teſtamenr, thirty and one in the little land 
of Canaan, Joſh. 12. 24. is meant onely To- 
parchs, not great Kings, but Lords of a little 
| Dition, and Dominion , So in the ancient 
{ Catalogues of Heretikes [| eſpecially of that 
which * ?Phylaſter made] we may underſtand 
in ſome of them oncly erroneous perſons , 
ſwarving from the truth, 

The next thing neceflary inan Herefie , is 
that it be maintained with obſtinacy , which 
| isthedead fleſh, makiag the greene wound of 
| anerrour, fcfter into the oId {oareof an Here- 
| fie. Thoſe two hundred men of I-ruſalem. 

2 S$anr:. 15,11. who tol:owed A5jciomto He- 
bron in their {impliciry ai Kew Not any 
; thing, cannor propeily vec med Fray tors 
| or Rebels: Nomore can people purely erro- 
b'3 nTVUuS 


Hereſtc 15anerrour inthe fundamentals of 


* S. Ang. loco 
prix crtato 
ſich of him, 
Hereſcs qui- 
dew tf come 
uemorat, [ed 
1atht ep el- 
1: herſes 
v1 Videntur 
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neous, who doe not boltand barre their cyes 
againſt the beames of truth, but willingly 
would imbracc it, it delivered unto them, and 
maintaine an errour out of conſcience , not 
knowing the truth be accounted Heretikes, 
Charitable therefore was the cautiouſneſſe 
of Epiphaniws , who would not condemne 
the age Tong way for Hcretickes , 
( who miſtaking ſome places of Scrip- 
ture, which ſpeake of Gods eyes, feer, and 
hands, conceived him to bee of a bodily 
ſubſtance ) but rather imputed ir to their 
ſimplicity, than obſtinacy , Ruſticiteti corum 
tribuens, 

Whether doth every Heretike maintain that 
which in his owne conſcience heknowes to be 
falſe 2 

No:. perchance ſome Heretikes at firſt may 
ſtrive todetend crrors, evenagainſt the relu- 
Rancics of their own judgements, and God 
may afterwards juſtly rake from them, that| 
light which they thruſt from themſclves , 
and as great Lyars tell Iyes ſo long till at 
laſt they themſelves beleeve them to bee 
true : ſo many Heretikes ſo long maine- 
taine talſhoods againſt their judgement, till 
ar laſt being delivered up to a Reprobate 
Mind, they bclceve their very erroursto be 
truth, 

And wee will take juſt occaſion to de- 
{criberholſe qualities, which diſpoſe a man to 


——— 


1 


| 


" _bee 


I m, 


| AComment on1 Cor. 1.19. 


bee a Father , and Founder of an Hereſie, 
1 He muſtbeabominably proud: Pride is the 
key of the worke , eſpecially ſpirituall pride, 
when one isclated with conceited ſanctity a- 
| boveothers, chiefly he wil ſnarle with his Su- 
periours, and quarrel with men in authority, 
that thoſeare before him in place , which are 
behind him in picty. 2. To pride add diſcon- 
tentment, that his preferments bare not pro- 
portion to his ſuppoſed deſerts , thus Arjus 
would be an Arian, becauſe he could notbee a 
Biſhop. 3. Learning void of humility, The Ser- 
pent was the ſubrileſf of all the beaſts in the field, 
Gen.z.1, inthis kinda Dance is no diſh for the 
Devils tooth. Bur indetaulr of learning,good 


| 


naturall parts will ſerve the turne, eſpecially 
Memory ( which is faouarspy5r, a Wonder- 
working facultie) and a fluent expreſſion; ſo 
that when hce calleth for words, Gad : Behold 
aTroope commeth, If both learning andnatural 


EE A 


A  _ 


parts bee wanting , yet (as when the _ 
ſhields were takenaway , Rehoboams brazen 
Shields did the deed, and made as much glitte- 
ring, 2 Chron. 12.10. ) Boldnefſe and brazen- 
fac't impudence will ſupply the place ,| 
eſpecially if hee trades with the Vulgar, 
broaches dregs , and founds a dull and| 


| ſortiſh Heretic, which hath no affinity with | 


Learning. To varniſh all theſe, there muſt 
bee pretended Picty , and Auſterity of 
lite , and how fowle or filthy ſoever the 

C 3 Poſt- 


Lt 


14 | 4 Comment on i Cor.nug, | 


| Poſterne or Back-doore be, the doore which 
| opens tothe ſtreet , muſt be ſwept and garni- | 
ſhed : put all thele together , Pride , Diſcon- 
tent, Learning , (at leaſt-wiſe good parts, or h 
| impudency) pretended ſanity, and they ſpel| | 
| together KHereſiarcham, one cutand carved out 
tobe Ring-leader and Captaine of an hereſic, 
| To prevent theſe miſchietes, let ſuch men | 
| pray to God for Humility (that vertue which 
| {15 moſt worth, yet coſteth the leaſt to keepe | 
| 


| it)and beware of ſpirituall pride, which is the | 2 
| Hectick Fever of the ſoule, feeding on the 
| very moiſture of the heart of Piety, Letthem 
| beware of diſcontentment , which is a dire& 
quarrelling with God, who is the fountaineof 
all preferment , though men may bethe chan- 
ne!l; and hee who hath the leaſt from him, 
| hath more than hedeſerveth: And grant pre- | 
| ferment is denyed thee, bee not ſo childiſh to 
| caſt away a Crowne, becauſe thou canſt not . 
get a counter; willingly throw away thy ſoul, | 
and fooliſhly revenge the faulr ot the times, 
| (as thou counteſt it) upon thy ſelte, Laſtly, 
| if God hath bcſtowed good parts upon thee, 
pray to him to ſanctihe them ro thee, other- 
wiſethe greateſt memory may ſoone torger it 
ſelte , anda fluent rongue may cut his throat 
thar harh it, 

So much for the CharaRer of an Arch-He- 
retike. But thoſe whoſe barren wirs waat 
| | pregnancy to be the Mothers of Herettes, may 

| not- 
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| them, firſt wins them, firſt come firſt ſerved, 
| Old Seducers, as Itis 2 Tim, 3. 6. Creepe into 


| eAComment on 1 Cor. 11.19. 


notwithſtanding ſerve for dry Nurſes to feed 
and foſter them, and tothis purpoſe the Devil 
will make uſc of them. 

A plaine Follower of an Hereſie may bee 
thus deſcribed : Firſt he muſt be ignoranr, for 
hee that knowes nothing will belceve any 
thing , theſe bee Maidens for their Religion; 
and therefore the opinion, which firſt woed 


houſes , and leade captive filly women ladeu with 
ſinnes, led away with divers luſts , ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, 
Secondly, defirous of Novelty : It is an old 
humour tor men to love new things, andin 
this poynt even many Barbariansare Atheni- 
ans. Laſtly, (what reſulreth from the rwo for- 
mer) they mult have the perſons of men in 
much admiration , doting on ſome fancicd 
mans parts and pertections, and entertayning 
any thing he ſaith, becauſe he faid it. 
To prevent theſe miſchiefes, that menma 

not be Followers of Hercſies, letthe _—_ 
parted labour to attalne to: fome competent 


mecalure of knowledge in matters of falvati- 
on, that ſo hee may nor truſt every ſpirit, but 
beablerotry whether he beeof God, orno; 
bclecve no man with implicite faith in mat- 
ters of ſuch moment , tor hee who buyes a} 
Icwellin a'caſe, without ever looking onir, 


| delervesro he couzened with g Briſtoll Stone, 
inf 
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| beholdeth a family, and findeth the Maſter 


inſtcad of a Diamond, Secondly, kill theitch 
of novelty in thy ſoulc, practifing the Pro- 
phets Precept, 7e7.6.16. Thusfaithrhe Lord, 
Stand yee in the wayes , and ſee, and aske for the 
oldyathes, where is the good way , andwalk there- 
in, and yee ſhall find reſt for your ſosles : Laſtly, 
loveandadmireno mans Dodtine for his per- 
ſon, bur rather love his perſon for his Do- 
arine, And now to returne tothe very words 
of the Text. | 


There maſt be alſo Hereſies, 


There is adouble Muſt , ora two-fold ne- 
ceſſity of things being ; firſt an abſolute ne- 
ccſſity, when the thing hath init ſelfe the cauſe 
of its neceſſary being: Thus Godalone Muſt 


Be: (for what can bee, if bcing it ſelfe benor) |* 


and muſt bee good, and muſt bee true. Sc- 
condly, aconditionate Muſt, or a neceſlity, ex 
hypotheſi, which muſt needs bee if ſucha thing 
be granted before, As ſuppoſe the Sunbe ri- 
ſen,and it muſt bee day, Such a conditionate 
necciſity is this inthe Text: Forupon the pre- 
ſuppoſition of theſe two things whichcannot 
bedenyed, thar the Devill goeth about likea 
roaring Lyon ſeeking whom hemay deyoure, 
and thatthe flcſh Juſteth againſt the ſpirit, ma- 
king men prone to all wickednefſe, hence it 
followeth ther muſt be hercſics. Thus he thar 
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to be careleſſe , the Miſtris negligent, the ſons 
riotous, the ſervants unfaithfull , hee may 
ſafely conclude that family cannot bee ſafe, 
but muſt be ruined: Theremaſt be hereſies , pa- 
raleltothat, Zuke 17. 1. It is impoſſible but that 
offences ſhould come: But farre bee it fromus to 
conceive that God impoſcth afatall neceſſity, 
orby the irrefiſtableneſſe of his Decree, ur- 
gethorenforceth any to bee Heretikes, their 
badneſſche wiſcly permits, but in no wiſeisthe 
cauſe or Author thereof. 


CAM87 YOu, 


You Corinthians, though men of excel- 
lent parts and endowments , are not priviled- 
ged trom having hereſies among you; yea hap- 
pily becauſe of your excellent naturall gitts 
are more diſpoſed thereunto. Or take it gene- 
rally among you Chriſtians, for properly he- 
refics have their riſe, and originall out of the 
Church, and iſſue thence, according to the 
1 lohn 2.19. They went out from us, but they were 
not of us ; for if they had, &c. I ſee not there- 
fore how Epiphanins can well make Platoniſts 


| 


for their opinion of Tranſanimation) ſeeing 


neither of theſe were ever of the Church. 


and Pythagorcans to bee Heretikes (the latter 


— 


That they which arereproved may be made mani- 
feſt among you. 


That 


— 
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| full before; Thus often times Gold-ſmirhs, 
; though they themſelves bee ſufficiently ſatiſ- 
, fied of the goodnefle of the gold, yet pwtterh it 
9:he touch, to content the Beholders. 
| | And hereby allo thoſe which are not ap- 
| | PrLovea are made maniteſt. Many who doe 
£0S927@T476%1 £7 0%zx9, make a braveſhew in the 
| ' feſh,, andcarry itin a high tryumphant way, 
' wil prove butbaſe when brought to the tryal.. 
| | Whilſt many unknowne man, of whom the 
/ world rooke no notice, not ſuſpected for any 
| 3yorth,, ſhall acquit themſelves valiant, and 
| appearegloriousto God, and allgood men: 
Many a bright candle formerly hid under a 
' buſhel}, of aprivare and obſcare lite,ſthall then 
be ſer on a Candleſtick , and ſhine torth to the 
; world: And ſhall cauſe, 
; | 12 Glo:y to God, who ſhall be honoured 
| and prayſcd in theſe his ſervants, and as it is 
Matth. 9. 8. The multitudes will marvel, and 
 g/orifie God which hath given ſuch power unto men. 
| 2 Ho- | 
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2. Honourto theſe his Champions of the 


trath. Never had Athanaſius ſo anſwered his 
name, and beene ſo truly unmortall in his me- 
mory', but for oppoſing of the Arrians, Ne- 
ver had Saint Auguſtine beene ſo famous, but 
for quelling of Manicheans, Pelagians, Do- 
natiſts, and whom not for all his Heretikes lay 
pat for his hand to daththem in peeces. 

3. Clearing tothe Truth : her old Eviden- 
ces which have layd long neglected, wil then 
be ſearched and found out, her ruſty Argu- 
ments will be ſcourcd over,and furbiſhed up, 
Many will run to and fro, and knowledge ſhal 
be increaſed. Thoſe which before ſhooting at 
the Truth, were over, under,or wide, wil now 
with the left handed Gibeomtes hit themarke 
| at an hairesbredth, and faile not: Many parts 

of true Docrine have bin but {lenderly guar- 
ded, till once they were aſſaulted by Here- 
tikes, and many good Authors in thoſe points 
which were never oppoſed, have writien but 
| looſely, and ſuffered unwary paſſages to fall 
from their poſting pens. Bur when theeves 
| are about the countrey, every one will ride 
with his ſword, and ſtand on his guard; when 
| Heretikes are abroad in the world, Writers 
| weigh cach word , ponder each phraſe, that 
| they may givethe enemics noadvantage. | 
4. Confirmation to weake Chriſtians, wany 
| whoſe hearts and affeQions were lgyall to the 
| Truth, but likely to be overborne'by the vio- 
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| ef (, omment 0n 1 Cor.11.19, | 


lence of the oppoſite party , will hereby 
bee ſtrengthened , and eſtabliſhed in the 
Right. 

C Thoſe will bee reduced , who ( as 
Aerippa ſaid of himſclfe, A. 26, 28. That 
hee was almeſt a Chriſtian) are almoſt Here- 
tikes, not as yet Formati & Radicati Hare- 
tici, but ſuch as well going, { or rather ill 
going that way ) will plucke one foot out 
of the ſnare, and will returne tothe boſome 
of the Church, 

6. Laſtly , the Hardned will bee made 
uncxcuſable , who obſtinately perſift in 
their errours : They cannot plead they 
loſt their way, for want of Guides, but 


ſo good , hee would ſuffer no Heretikes 
to bee in the World , were hee not alſo, 


trat thus many . goods , by permitting 
them, 
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for meere wilfulnefſe. And thus God is. 


ſo ſtrong and ſo wiſe , that hee can ex- | 


V zRS. 20. 2To 


this is mot io cate the Lords Supper. 


drunken, 


FALSE 
OT 


K Vie y/ 
= oY Lords Supper, Omitting varic- 
BS tie of Interpretations, we wil 
embrace that which wee conceivethe beſt, 
This is not to eate the Lords Snpper. 
| Asif heehad ſaid: Trueitis yee Corinthi- 
ans, when yee come together to one place, 
you eatethe Lords Supper (meaning thebody and 
blood of Chriſt in the Sacrament, ſo expoun- 
ded by * Saint Auguſtine, and Ambroſe, with 
many other Latine Writers) and yet though 
404 eate it, you doe not eateit. You performthe 
materiall part of the a#tion, but leave outthe 
life and ſoule thereof, not doing it legally and 
ſolemnely according to Chriſts Inſtitution 
Suchis.your want of charity, andexceſſe of 
riot in your Love-feaſts| which you cate betorc 
the Sacrament?) whereby your ſoules are di- 
ſturbed,diſtempered, and quite put out of tune 
to cate the Supper of the Lord, as yee ought, 
D 3 A duty 


For incating every one taketh before other his own 
Supper ;, and one is hungry , and another is 


F the ſcnſe of the firſt of theſe 
|} verſcsaremany and different 
opinions, both what is meant 
by This 1s not toeate, and the 


When you come toget her therefore into one place, 
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acceptionem 
Euchariftie, 
cenam Domi « 
"cam yocat. 
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22 | 4 Comment on 1 Cor. 126.21; 


Do# | Adutynot done as it ought tobe done,gs in effect not 
' dope at all, Eſay 64. 7. ] Thereis none that calleth 

' npon thy nc that ftirreth up himſelfe to take hold| 

of thee, ) atthetrue Church of God, in 

whoſe pe 1 it is ſpoken (as Antiquity cx- 

| pounds ir, and may bee demonſtrated by un- 
anſwerable Arguments) do any times wholly 

negle& , though roo often negligently per- 

| forme their calling on God, not doing it 

| with that faith, and conſtancy, care, and ter- 


| vencie,deyotion, and diligence,as they ought, 

and God requires they did notcall on God, 
| inthe ſame ſenſeas Saint Pay! ſpeaketh This 
| #5 0t FO Cale, 

It will abate their pride, who reſt on Opws 
operatum, as bad Divinity as Latine, For a 
| deed done, isa deed not done,where theman- 
| ner of the doing confutes and confoundsthe 
| matter of the deed. Yea, inthe beſt of Gods 
| children; as Gideovs Army of twoand thirty 


Fe. 


| thouſand, did ſhrinke to three hundred, 1uae, | 


| 7.6. Soitistobee feared, thattheir ſo many 
Sermons heard, prayers made, Almes given, 
which they {core upto themſelves,and reckon 
upon, will ſhrinke in the tale, when God takes 
account of them z and prove Sermons not 
heard, prayers not made, Almes notgiven, 
| becauſe not done in formeas he requires, 
Yetit is ſome comfort unto us, it all our 
actions proceed from faith, and ayming at 


| 
| 
Godsglory , ſothat the taylingsberather in 


the 
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the branches, and leafes , thaninthe roots of, 
our performances. As forthe Vnregenerate, | 
they [o remayning have inthem /eſu principi- | 
wn of all true pious workes, all their divine | 
actions are none atall. It being true of their 
| whole liſt , what * one writes of the yeareof 
ourLord , 903. Annus ſua tantum obſcuritate 
illuſtris, tamous only torthis,that nothing fa- 
mous was done in it, and the whole ſtory 
thereot a very Blanke, | 


| 


* Spondanus 
And, Ecclef, 
mann go, 


For in eating every one taketh before other his 
owne Supper, 


Herein the Apoſtle reproveth their abuſes 
in their Love- feaſts, whole Inſtitution, Decli- 
| nation , and Corruption , we will briefly de- 
| ſcribe. | 


Their Inſtitution, 
Love-feaſts were tounded on no expreſle | 
command in Holy Write,but only onthe Cu- | 
| ſtoine of the Church , who immediatly be- | 
| fore the receiving of the Sacrament,as appears | 7 : 
| both by the Text, and S. Aegnſtines * Com. ' £860 PAWS 
| bo : citato., 
| Mcnt ON It's (though Saint Chryſo/fome makes | 
| theſe Love-feaſts to bee after the taking of the 
| Euchariſt)uſed to havea great Feaſt , towhich 
| allche poore people were invited, onthe char- | 
| ges of the rich, This they did parcly in imira- 
110n of our Saviour, who inſtituted the Sa- 
| Lrament after atull Supper, and partly ia ex- | 
pic fon 


24 | A Comment 011 Cora1.20,21, 


| heavie, lying onfew backs,they who 
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© | preſſionot their perfe&love, and charity to- 


wards all men. 
Their Declination, 

But the number of the rich men encreaſed, 
not —_—Y with the poore, 1 Cor. 1, 
26. Behold your calling , that not many wiſe mes 
afier the fleſh, not many mighty , not many noble are 
called, The Church (in time of perſecution, 
eſpecially) is like a Copſe, wherein the under- 
wood growes much thicker, and faſter , than 
the Oakes. Hence came itto paſle, tharthere 
were few Hoſts , many Gueſts, few Inviters, 
,many to beinvited, and the burden growing 

ly omit- 
ted the poor, wholoath to come without any 
invitation,[the warrantto keepe a Gueſt from 
treſpafling on good manners ] wereexcluded 
from their Feaſts, 
Their Corruption. 

Thus loveto menin want, was quickly tur- 
ned into want of love, Mare Euxinum,into Mare 
Axinum, Love-feaſts into No-love-faſts. (Thus 
too often Charity is changed into bargaining, 
Hoſpitals turned into Exchanges, wherein thoſe 
arc takenin, that cangive , and thoſe left our, 
that have nothing.) The poore peoplein Co- 
rinth did fee, and ſmell, what the richmen ta- 
ſted, TaxtaliFingallthe while,and having their 
penury doubled by the Antiperiſtaſis of others 
plenty, yea, ryot and exceſſe, for ſome of 
them were drunken, 


Yet 


_— 
_—_— ten u_—too——_—__ww ti. 


- 


TD ad 1 


oy 


onns a Y y Wy 


kn. 


_—__ 


A Comment on 1 Cor.11.20-21. | 


—O Wu 
Ee 


z5 


Yet marke by the way, that Saint Pa#/doth 
not plant his Arguments poynt-blanke to beat 
theſe Love-feaſts downe tothe ground, wholly 
toabrogate and make a nuNity of them, but 
onely to corre and reforme the abuſes there- 
in, thatthere might belefle ryot inthe Rich, 


| 


| and morecharity towards the poore, 
| Let notthings ſimply good in themſelves be done | 
| away for their abuſes; Abraham (aid unto Gad, | 
| Gen.18, To ſlay the Righteous with the wicked, | 
| that be farre from thee, and farre be it from us,to 
| caſheare the good uſe of a thing, with the ill 
| abuſes annexcd thereunto, Hee isa bad hu(- 
' band, thathavinga ſpotin his coat, will cut 
out thecloath, not waſh out the dirt, Whetc- 
| fore in matters of a mixt nature, wherin good 
[and bad, are confuſedly jumbled together ; | 
| Ict us withthefire of judgement try the drofle | 
from the gold, and with the fanne of diſcre- | 
| tion winnow the chaſte, fromrthecerne, 


For in eating every one taketh, cc, 


| By Every one, underſtand not every particu- 
| Jar perſon, in the Church of Corinth, [for 
| then how could ſome bee hangry. ] Butevery 
diviſion, the faction of Paul a part, of Apollo 
a part, the ſe of Cephas by it ſclte., 


, 
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His owne $ wyper. 


Fe 


Meaning that Leve-feaſt, or plentifull Sup- 
E per, 
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Obſerv, 


per whereof formerly, therefore called their 


Owne , both becauſe ſeverally provided for 
their Owne fation, as alſoindiſtinRion of the 
Lords Supper, which they tooke afterwards, 


And one is hungry, 


| Here is nothing inthe poore to be condem- 

ned. For that they were hungry, was no finne 
in them , but their puniſhment, Gods plea- 
ſure, and the rich mens fault, Poverty ſometimes 
keeps men innocent whiles abuſed wealth makes rich 
| en to offend, 

Something is here in the poore tobee com- 
mended, that they would be hungry. Ourage 
affords ſuch unmannerly Harpies , they would 

have ſnatched the meat out of the rich mens 
; mouthes, Some will not want a fire, if there 
| be fewell intheir neighbours yard : But O let 
| us not unlawtully remove the Land-mark of our 
| eſtates. Let us rather treſpaſle againſt mode- 
ty, than honeſty, goc naked, than ſteale 
| clothes; be hungry, and faſt, than fcaſt on for- 
| bidden food, 

| 


And another is drunken, 


Is it credible that any of the Corinthians 
| being about to receive the Sacrament, would 
be {o farre overtaken, as to be drunken ? 
Surely not ſodrunken, as he, Prov. 23. 35 
Thy 
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their owne faſt going , yet are ſenſible of it, 


Cumm— 


pronourced not Siboleth, for Shibeleth, ſothar 
ic might have beene ſaid tothem, as it was to 
[Saint Peter , T hy very language betrayeth thee, 
Suretheir tongues, eyes, and tect, were loyall 
[enough to preſerve their Maſters credit, So 
;then by Dranken here , underſtand the higheſt 
light, and pitch of mirth. And as hearbs hot 
in the fourth degree , are poyſon; ſo Summa 
hilaritas , is Ima ebrietas , the higheſt ſtaire of 
mirth, is the loweſt ſtep of drunkenneſſe, 
There is a concealed Drunkenneſſe, which no In- 
former can accnſe, no witneſſe can teſtifie,ns earthl 
Tudgecan puniſh ; yes is it lyable to a cenſure int 
Court of Heaven , and connted Drunkenneſſe inthe 
eyes of God. And though others cannot per- 
ceiveit in us, wee may take notice of it in our 
ſelyes, eſpecially it wee examine our ſclves, 
x. By our unaptnefle to ſerve God inour ge- 
ener or paiticular callings. 2, By the quan- 
tiry of the liquor wee have drunke. 3. By 
the company with whom wee drinke, Foras 
ſome who of themſclves, never take notice of 


| 


when they heare ſome of their company , 
whoſc legsare notſo long, and fo ſtrong , be- 
gintocomplaine; ſo though of our ſelves we 


They have ſtricken mee , ſaid hee , and Iwas not 
ficke, they have beaten me, and F felt it not, They 


| nd no alteration in our ownetemper , yetif 
any ofour Companions indrinking, who ſtar- 
ted from the ſame place,and ranthe ſame pace 
| E 2 with 
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ief (Comment on 1 Cor.1t 20.21, | 


| with us. begin to betyred, let them bee our 
Monitours, that is hightime, claudere jam ri- 
vos, to leave oft ourcourſe, as being avs y 
drunkennefle before God. 
Fe Let #4 not walke to the utmoſt bounds of what we 
| 224y , 2107 take ſo much liquor , as perchance wemay | 
juftific. It was permitted tothe Iewes to beat a | 
Malcfacor with forty ftripes , Det. 25.3. yet | 
they never exceeded nine and thirty, as ap- | 
peares by their ſcourging Saint Paw, to whom | 
no doubt , they uſed their greateſt cruelty, | 
2 Cor. 11. 27. Let us not {tretchour Chriſtian 
Liberty tothe utmoſt; he that newer will drinke | 
leſſethan he may, ſometimes will arinke morethan | 
hee ſhould, 
Oveft. | Bur why is here mention of Drunkenneſle 
onely,and not of Gluttony , ſeeing probably | 


| ices | 
at ſuch great Feaſts theſe twin-vices goe toge- | 


ther £ 
Arſw, The Apoſtle only inſtanceth in thatfinne, 
| which is moſt obvious , and appearing to 
fight : Gluttony 1s ſcarce diſcernable inhim | 
* Xforal- liv. | thatis guilty of its 24a per ſam — w0- | 
| luptas miſcetur , quid neceſtas petat, & quid v0- 
| lupt.45 ſuppetat,1gnoratur faith Gregory, * Neceſſi- | 
tie incating , 10 incorporates it ſelfe with de- | 
| ghr, that they are hardly to be diſtinguiſhed, | 
| Beſides, as thunder and lightning,thoughthey | 
; come together, yer lightning firft arriverhto | 
ourſight: So though probably at the Corin- | 
thians Feaſts, Glutrony and Drunkenneſle | 
| WCETEC | 
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were both joyncd together inthe ſame perſon, 
yet Drunkennefle was ſooneſt and cafteſt dil- 
cerned. 


—— 


Vers 22, 


1 hat have yee not houſes to eate and drinke in , or 
deſpiſe yee the Church of God, and ſhame them 
that have not , what ſhall I ſay unto you ? ſhall 
I prayſe you in this ? Iprayſe you not. 


Vit you needs make the houſe 
of God the place of your 
teaſting, If you bediſpoſed 
to bee merry, have yeenot 
houſes wherein yee may doe 

| ” 1t with more privacie, and 

| lefle offence? or diſpiſe you the Church of God ? 

. ; Doe you under-value the place ſer apart for 

' Gods ſervice, to convert it tmto an ordinary 

| Banguetting-houſe, This is the expoſition of 

| all Grecke Writers, who expound it the Ma- 
terial] Church ; and their opinion is much ta- 
youred, by the Antithefts and oppotition in 
the Text, betwixt Church and Houſes, Hence it 

; appeares, that theſe Love-feaſts (which of late 

| by the rich mens coverouincile, wereinclo- 

| ſcd into aprivate courtefie, whichatthe firſt 

, Werea common Charity)wereto their greater 
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| Only dutics pious, and publike are tobe 
performed in the Church, Dutics publike and 
not pious more befit a Guild-hall or Towne- 
| houſc, duties pious, and not publike more be- 
' comea Cloſet, Pſalm 4.4. Commune with your 
| heart in your Chamber, andbe ſtill , whilſt dutics 
' publike,and pious beſecme a Church, as pro- 
| per thereto. 
77, | Tooblamethoſethat turnethe Church in- 
toa Counting-houſe, thereto ratetheir neigh- 
bours,both to value their cſtates,and too often 
| to revile their perſons; others make ita Mar- 
| ket-place, there to bargaine in ; yea ſome 
| turne it into a Kennell tor their dogs, anda 
Mew fortheir Hawkes, which they bring with 
them, Surely it Chriſt drove out thence ſheep 
' and doves, the emblems of Innocencie, he 
| would not have ſuftered theſe Patterns of cru- 
elty,to have abide inhis Temple, 
But moſt Latine Writers expound theſe 
words Or deſpiſe yee the Church of God, of the 
ſpirituall Church. The rich Corinthians in 
not invitingthe poore , made Balkes of good 
ground, chafte of good corne, yea, Retuſe of 
Gods Elc, 
0bjeft. But not inviting the poore, was not deſpi- 
fing them, A Frece-will-offering is nodebt, 1» 
eratuitis nulla eſt injuſtitia, Sceing therefore it 
had beene no fin inthe Corinthians, wholly 
to have omitted their Feaſts ( as being nor 
commanded by Gods Word) it could bee no 
offence 


— —  — 


©— — _— 
— OT EEE Wn 7 EFT Ir eine nom Ec or EE WS CE a nr 


a VU ' Ko @ ot» Ao —_ — Mw a Sa. a 


_ -_ ” Jy P_— ”o_ a 


42S. 24G  W 


| eAComment on 1 Cor. 11,22. | 31 


offence to exclude any Gueſts at their plea- 
ſure. 
This is true of civill and ordinary enter- | 
tainements : Bur theſe being entitled Love- 
| feaſts, and Charity, pretended the maine Mo- 
nveof them, poore people were the moſt pro- 
per, ſhould have beene the moſt principall 
Gueſts, Beſides, if not Chriſtianity, yet Ci- 
vilityz if not grace, goodnature, might have 
moved them, whilſt they gorged themſelves, 
ro have given ſomething to the poore , which | 
ſtood by. To letthem look on hungry, wasa 
deſpiſing of them inan high degree, a Scands- 
lum Magnatam , cenſurable in the Star-cham- 
ber of Heaven: Thus to wrong their Peeres in 
Grace here, and glory hereafter, 

Hee that deſpiſeth the poore,deſpiſeth the Church 
of God, Whereot they are a member jgferi- 
our to none in picty ; (God hath choſen the poore 
of this world to berich in faith , Iames 2.5. ) Su- 
periour tO all in number. Now hethat pinch- 
cth the little toe, paineth the whole as y; the 
diſgracing any member, 1s the deſpiſing the | 
whole Church. Let us beware of affronting | 
thoſe in want, upbrayding their rags with our ' 
(ilkes ; ſerting our meat before their eyes,only | 
to raiſe their _— Hethat hath the things | 
of this World, and ſeeth his Brother to waar, | 


howdoththe love of God dwell in him | 


| 


| 
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And ſhame them that have not 


Not, that have not houſes, thouga per- 


_ 


| chance but homely, and hired , but w4 #51745, , 
' thoſethat have not wealth , and ſubſtanceto | 


pay the ſhot , and goe to the colt roinvite you 


| againe, 


| 


i 
' 


—_— — 


hat ſhall Ifay, ſha#l 1 prayſe you in this ? 


Paſtours may , and muſt prayſe their people where- 


in they doe well, 1. Hereby they ſhail peaceably | 
poſlefſe themſelves of the good-wils of their 
people, which may much advance the power 
and cfficacie of their preaching, 2. Menwill 
more willingly digeſt. a Reproote for their 

 faults,if prayſed when they doe well. 3. Ver- 

' tue being commendeddoth increaſe, and mul- 
tiply ; Crecpers in goodneſle will goe, Goers 
run, Rnnners fly, 

Thoſe Miniſters to bee blamed , whichare 
ever blaming, often withqut cauſe, alwayes 
without meaſure ; (whercks it is faid of God, | 
hee will not be alwayes chiding , Pſame 103.9.) 
Theſe Preachers uſe their reprootes ſo-com- 
monly, till their Phyſicke turnes naturall, and 


will not worke with their pcople. 


Doeany deſire to heare that which Them!- 
ftoctes counted the beſt Muſicke; namely,them- 
ſ{clves commended ? On theſe conditions, wee 
Miniſters will indent with them ; 
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find matter, wee will find words, let them 
doe what is commendable, and blame us if we | 
commend not what they doe, Such work for 
us would be Rectcation,; ſuch employment, | 
a pleaſure , turning our moſt ſtammering | 
ron gue,znto the pen of 4 ready WritertO : reprove | 
/ is preſt fromus, as Wine from Grapes, bur | 
| prayſes would flow from our lips, as water | 
| from a Fountaine. Butalas kow can we build, ! 
[when they afford us neither brick, nor ſtraw ? | 
how can wee prayſe whatthey doe, whenthey | 
will not doe what is to bee prayſed ? it with 
Ahab they will doe what is evill, then with 
Micaiah,wee muſtalwayes propheſic evilunto 


them. 


In this I prayſe you not. 


Miniſters muſt wot commend their people when | 
they doe il, 1. Diſhonourableto God, 2. Dan- | 
gerous to the Miniſters, That Embaſladour, | 
who being ſent to proclaime warre, pronoun- 
ccth peace ro Rebels ; (There is zo peace, ſaith 
my Godto the wicked , Eſay 57.21-) delervesat 
his returne, tobee preterred to the Gallowes. 
3. Dangerous to the people, whoare ſoothed 
in their {innes : Honey-dewes, thoughthey | 
be ſweet intaſte,doe black and blaſt the corne; 
So thoſe who prayſe their people ,. withour 
cauſe, arecruelly kind untothem, it is plea- 
ſant to the pallare of fleſh, bur deſtroyeth and 
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Vſe. | It wereto be wiſhed , that as thoſe that live 
under the EquinoRtiall at Noon-day, have no 
\ſhadowes at all, ſo great men ſhould have no | 
ſhadowes, no Parafites, no Flatterers ro com- 
[mend them, whenthey lealt deſerveir. 

Objet, | But why doth Saint Paul deale ſo mildly 

'with the Corinthians, 7 prayſe you not ? Me 
'thinkes hee ſhould have made his little finger, 
as heavieas his loynes, O yee Corinthians, 1 
[excommunicate every mothers child of you, 
I damne youall to the pit of hell, anddeliver 
[you to Saran for yourſinne of Drunkenneſſe, 
at the receiving of the Sacrament, neverto be 
\abſolved, bur on your moſt ſerious and (o- 
| lemne repentance : Otherwiſe,confidering the 

corrupt humour inthe Corinthians, the Apo- 

 - | ſtles purge wastoo gentle for them, 

Anſw, W., Theophylat# anſwers ; that Saint Pavl re- 
' proves the rich men the more mildly , leſt 
 otherwiſethey ſhould be implacably incenſed 
' againſt the poore, fretting againſt them, as the 

cauſers of the Apoſtles anger, 

2. | 2, It was the firſttime hee told the Co- 
| rinthians of their fault , and therefore uſed 
them the more gently , on hope of their 
| amendment, This corrupt humourinthe Co- 
; riathians, was not as yet growne tough, bak't 
| andclodded inthem by cuſtome, and there- 
| forethecafier purged and removed, 

Obſerv, \ Miniſters muſt uſe mildncſle , eſpecially at 

their firſt reproving of a ſinne, Yea God ſo 

bleſt 
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{all thoſe faults were amended. 
Church of Corinth, preſently after it was 
[newly planted : we may learne 

Corruptions will quickly creepe into. the beſt 
Church. Thus Saint Paul no ſooner went back 
fromthe Galatians , but they went back from 


his Doctrine, Gal.5.7. Tee didrunwell, who did 


hinder you ? And as we reade of MeJentias, a 
crucll Tyrant, who joyned dead corpes to li- 
vingmen, and ſo killed rhem with lingering 


| torments: So ſome Seducers in the Church 
| of Galatia, ſoughtrocouple the lively grace 


of God, and active faith with the dead Letter 


bleſt the mild ſerveritic of Saint Paul, that the 
Corinthians reformed all their errours , for 
no fault reprehended by the Apoſtle in them 
in this firſt Epiſtle, is taxed againe in the ſe- 
cond Epiſtle, a very ſtrong preſumption,thar 


| Now whereas wee find ſuch abuſes inthe | 


of the Law, and old legall Ceremonies long 
ſince dead, buried, and rotten, inthe Grave of 
our Saviour, | 

If it be done thus to the greene Tree, what ſhall be 
deneto the dry ? It Primative Churches, whilſt 
the Apoſtles which planted them , were alive 
to pruine them, had ſuch erroursin them, no 
wonder if the Church ar fixrteenc hundred 
yeares of age may haye ſome defaults, Moſes 
{aid unto the Iſraclites , Dew#- 31, 27. Behold 
while I am alive with you this day , yee have beene 


rebellious againſt the Lord , and how much mare 
F 2 whey 
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Obſerv, 


Vie 


CY 


{ Councell held, ro reforme ſuch errours inthe 
; Church , as probably inthattime would ariſe, 


P— ——_——— — —— 


when Fam dead, So if while Saint Paul ſuryj- 
ved,Churches were ſo prone to decline, what 
can be lefle expected in our dayes: It was ther- 
fore well concluded inthe 3g. Scflion of the 
Councell of Conſtance * : Thatevery ten yeare 
at the fartheſt, there ſhould. bee a Generall 


A 


— 
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For 1 have received of the Lord that which 
alſo delrvered unto you, that the Lord Teſus, the 
ſame night, in which hee was betrayed tooke 

_ bread. 


—————_— — 


&Þ Fter hee had fully reproved the 
p43 COrruptions of their Love-feaſts, 
| ? commeth he now to reducethe 
We receiving of the Sacrament, to 
GzP the firſt Inſtitution of Chriſt: 
It is the ſafeſt way to corre? all the Errata's inthe 
Tranſcript, according tothe Original Copie : Thus 
did Chriſt in the matter of Divorce, Mat. 19.8. 
But from the beginning it was not ſo, Exccllently 
Saint Cyprian; Wee muſt not heed what others did, 
who were before us , but what Chriſt did who was 
before all, 
Werethis uſed betwixr us, andthe Papiſts, 


toclearc the ſtreame of Gods ſervice, by the 


Foun- 
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- | well as Saint Pas/)he had it immediately from 


| Fountaine of its firſt Inſtitution, how ſoon7e 
would ſeven Sacraments ſhrinke to twothow 

uickly would Creame, Oyle, and Spittle, 
fy out of Baptiſme, and leave nothing , bur 
faire waterbchind £ How ſoone, &c. 


For F havereceived of the Lord, 


How could Saint Paul receive it of the 
Lord, with whom hee never convers'tinthe 
fleſh, being one borne ont of time,as lic confeſſeth 
of himſclte. 
| Hereceivedit. 1. Mediately by Anazias , 
who began with him where Gamaliel cnded. 
Beſides, (leſt the Corinthians ſhould ſay, that 
| they received it likewiſcat the ſecond hand,as 


| God, Gal.1.12. For I never received it of man, 
| veither was Itaught it, but by the Revelation of Te- 
| ſus Chriſt, 


| T alſo delivered unto you, 


The Greeke is wajid@xa 'own. Latine, Tra- 
| 44; vobis , Engliſh itas you pleaſe, Trraditio- 
ned it unto you, Nota (faith 4 Lapide onthis 
place ) Hune locum pro traditionibus _ Orpho- 
doxi , werbo Dei ſcripts adjungendas docents, 
Bellarmine allo ſtarts Traditions our of the 
ſame place, What eye-lalve are their eyes 
anoynted with, that can ſ&@ unwritten T radi- 
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tions here , when the Apoſtle delivererh 
| - nothing / 
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[nothing , but is recorded in 3. Evangeliſts, 
| Mathew, Marke, Luke, 
| However hence we will take occaſion briefly 
| roſpeak of unwritten Traditions, the Church 
| of Rome maintayning that the Scriptures of 
| themſclyesare too ſcant toſalvation, excepr 
| the courſe liſt of unwritten Traditions becaſt | | 
| into make meaſure; and this they will have of ; 
| equall authority with the written Word, | 
4. Obſerrea. | Marke by the way. 1. This isthe Reaſon} | 
0 me why Romaniſts are io zealous for Traditions, 
- Ay *" | for finding themſelves caſt by the Scriptures, 
| they would faigneappealeto another Judge: 
| yea hereon are tounded thoſe points which get | 
| them their gaine, as Purgatory , and the Ap- | 
| purtenances thereof. Hath not Demerrizs then | 
| reaſon to ſtand for Diaxa, (A. 19. 25) when | 
| his goodsand her Godſhip muſt go together ? | 
| 2, Though they lock up the Scriptures inan 
| unknowne language, and forbid the Laity to 4 
readethem, yet they ſuffer Traditions t@ bee | | 
preached and publiſhed to all in generall, we 
Such woodden Daggers will never hurt Po- 
pery to the heart. and therefore they ſuffer 
their children to play with theſe dull tooles, 
thoughnot to handle the two-edged Sword of 
Gods Word, 3. Romaniſts will never give us a 
perfect Liſt , and Catalogue of their Traditi- 
ons, that we may know their ſet number, how 
many there be of them, but ſtill reckonthem 
up with an Et Cetera, leave ſtilla Plus nltra to | 
place | 


a nc kKAac a= foul has. OA gs tw 


— 


— - 


ene ett 
OR 


— 


| "eAComment on 1 Cor, 11,23. | 19 


| ——_— 


—_— 


' place more inifneedrequire. Andas the Athe- | 
| nians for feare they ſhould omit any Deity 
| erected an Altar,to the unknowne God: So the Pa- 
' piſts in ſumming up their Traditions, will not | 
' co:npleat their number, but are carefull to 
leave Blankes and void places for a Refuge, | 
' and Retrearing Place, that in caſe they be preſt 
in Diſputation, and cannot provetheir point 
by places of Scripture, they may ſtill pleadit 
' 1Sa Traaition, 
4. Whereas the word Tradition is taken in| 
ſeverall ſenſes, and there be many kinds of 
' them, Papiſtsjumble, and confound them to- | 
gether, As Cheaters uſe tocaſt their counter- 
' teir coyne amonglt good gold , hoping ſoto 
paſſe it away currant,, and undiſcovered: So | 
' they ſhutlle talſeand true Traditions together | 
in one heape, that the bad may goe off, under | 
the countenance and protection of the good. | 
| Wee will marre their Mart, by ſorting them | 
| intothele ſeverall Rankes, 

1. Traditions ina generall ſenſe are taken for | 
things delivered, though in Scripture by',, 
' Chriſt and his Apoſtles , thus Saint * Baſil Eunomiua. 
| cals Baptifing, In the name of the F: S, and 
| H: G. a Tradition, | 
| 2, Forſuchmatters of Faithwhich are nor | 
| found in©Scripture, t0tidem werbrs inthe words | 
and ſound , but yet inthe ſame ſenſe,and ſub- 
ſtance, or at leaſt may by faithtull conſe-' 
quence bee thence deduced as the Trinity of 


| 
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Perſons, 
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Perſons, two wils in Chriſt , his Conſubſtan- 
tiality with God the Father : Thus Lindan a 
Papitt cals Originall finne a Tradition. 
3+ For ſuch opinions, againſt which no- 
thing appeares in Scriprure, and the Churchin 
all times, and ages, have maintained them, 
condemning the Oppolers for erroneous: As 
that the Mother of Chriſt was evera Virgin, 
4. For ſuch Rites and Ceremonies of the 

| Church(no matters of Faith ) which therein 
have beene uſed from great Antiquity ; and 
therefore probably might have their Original 
tromthe Apoſtles, As Faſting in Lent,though 
themanner, time, and continuance in keeping 
| it was verydifferent inſeverall Churches. 

Take Traditions 1n the firſt and ſecond accep- 
tion, wee account them to have equal force 
and authority with the Written Word. Inthe 
| third ſenſe wee honour and embrace them as 
true: In the laſt Acception weeapproveand 
| praiſe them as decent and ancient ; provided 
| alwayes, they be not obtruded, asthings ne- 
| | ceſlary to ſalvation, bur indifferent in their na- 

| ture. 

Chnons Rods, Bur all this makes nothing for the blacke 

4-02. cine | Guardof RomiſhTraditions, which lag ſtill be- 
[ /:1r, | hnd ſome ofthem frivolous. As *this Apoſto- 
| licat Tradition; That a Prieſt if againſt their 
| Wils they receive any money from wicked 
| men they muſt inno caſe expend it on meat, 
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blaſphemous worſhipping of Images, prayers 
to Saints, the Sacrifice of the Maile, Purga- 
tory, &c. having nothing for them , mucha- 
gainſt them in Gods written Word, 

Todraw toaconcluſion, Scriptures beſides 

many others have two moſt principall privi- 
ledges above Tras:tions : Firſt, their [nfallibi- 
litic, as being inſpired by the Spirit of God, | 
2 Pet.1.20. Sothat yee firſt know this, that nopro- 
phecie of the Scripture 15 of any private Interpreta- 
tion, verſ.21. For the Prophecie came not in old 
time by the willof man; but holy men of God ſpake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. As forthe 
authors of Traditions , they might both fall; 
and fallere, bedeceived rhemiclves,anddeccive 
others: They might be deceivedrhemſelves, 
either by miſ-underſtanding theT raditionsde- 
livered unto them, or by miſ-remembring, or 
by miſ-relating them againe. They might de- 
ceive others, cither unwillingly by theſ: fore- 
named flips and infirmities, orelſe willingly 
and wittingly by venting thoſe things as re- 
ccived from the Apoſtles, which they had not 
reccivedtrom them. 

And by uſurpation, intitling the fancies of 
your owne heads, to bee Apoſtolicall Pre. 
ccpts. 

2. The Providence of God plainely ap- 
peares in his preſcrviug of the Scriptures a- 
gainſt all oppoſitions. Many 4 tire from my 
youth up (may the Scriptures now ſay) yea many 4 | 
| G time ' 
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they could net prevaile againſt me, Neither Antio- 
chus before Chrift , nor Tul;anthe Apoſtate ſince 
'him, northe force of Tyrants, nor the fraud 
[of Heretikes ( though the world of late hath 
ſcarce yeelded a wicked ſharpe wit, thathath 
'not given the Scripturesa gaſh)could ever ſup- 
/preſſerhem. Their treading on this Cammi- 
| mell, madeit grow the better, and their ſnuf- 
| fing of this candle made it burnethe brighter, 
Whereas on the other f1de, the Records of 
| Traditions are loſt , and thoſe bookes wherein 
[they where compiled and compoled , Awt is 
' curia hominum, aut injuria temporis ; or by ſome 
other ſiniſter accident are wholly miſcarried, 
'and no where appeare, Papias is reported b 
* Enſebizs in five bookes to have contained al 
the Apoltolicall Traditions, which they call 
| the Word not written, by Bellarminehimſclfe 
\confeſled, that theſe are loſt. Likewiſe Cle- 
mens Alexanarinus(as the ſame Enſcbins ſtoricth 
it) wrote ina booke thoſe Traditions , which 
| hee received from the Elders, and they from 
, the Apoſtles , which booke the Papiſts them- 
ſelves atthis day cannot produce. I will con- 
clude all with Gamaliels words, Ad.5.39. But 
if it be of God , yee cannot deſtroy it, Had theſe 
| bookes beene inſpired by Gods Spirit, no 
| doubt the fame Providence would have wat- 


bro have they fought againſt me from my youth but 


| chedro preſerve them which hath protected | 


the Scripture, Let ustheretore leaving uncer- 


' 


raine| 
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: 


| when wee draw necreſt the Center of Death, 
and then chiefly to ſtudy, to faſten favours on 


before 2 
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| taine Traditions ſtick to the Scriptures alone, 
truſt no Do@rine on its fingle band , which 
brings not Gods word for its ſecurity, Ler that 
| Platc be beaten in peeces, which hath nor this 
| Tower-ſtampe upon it, 


That the Lord Fiſus the ſame night, wherein he 


| was betrayed, 

Chriſt beſtowed the greateſt courteſie on mankind, 
when hee fereſaw that hee ſheuld recerve the greateſt 
| cruelty from them, O that wee were like minded 
| with our Saviour, to move faſteſt in Picty, 


our Enemies 
Why did Chriſt inſtitute it then, and not 


| farewell. 


| Church on juſt occaſion, toalter ſomecircum. 
ſtances inthe Sacrament, Trueitis, ſuch cir- 


Becauſe dying men bequeath not their Le- 
eacics till they make their wils, nor departing 
friends beſtow their tokens, till they take their 


2.Bccauſlc till then, the Paſſcover (a Sacra- 
ment 1n the ſame kind ) did continue in full 
force, and the Lords Supper was not to bee 
lighted,tilthe Paſsover was firſt fairly putout, 

Secing Chriſt appoyntedit a Supper, how 
comes it now to bea Dinner ? 

God hath inſtruſted the diſcretion of his 
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cumſtances as are Sacramental, not only of the 


Conmiſcion at large , but alſo of the Zworwm no- | 


mina, whoſe ablence or alteration, maims and 
mangles the Sacrament, are unchangeable, 
But Common, and ordinary circumſtances(ſuch 
as is the Time, Place , Kindof Bread and Wine) 
the Chutch hath power toalter, by vertue of 
aWarrart left to it by Chriſt, Let all things 
be done decently, and in order, It was turned 
intoadinner.r, Toayoid the Inconvenicncies 
whicha full ſtomake ſurfetted, and ſurcharged 
will bring, as inthe Corinthians, 

2. That our bodics whichare likenew bar- 
rels, whiles we are faſting, may firſt bee ſeaſo- 
ned with the liquor of Chriſts blood, 

Letusthanke God that we are not neceſfita- 


ted to receivethe Communion in the night,as 
in the Primitive Church, in time of Perfecu- 
tion, when Chriſtfans to drink Chriſts blood, 
did adventure the looſing of their owne, 
Tooke Bread. 
Why did Chriſt chooſe ſo cheap, andcom- 
mona thing to cxhibite his body in ? 

Herein he graciouſly provided forthe poor, 
Had he appoynted ſome rich, and coſtly re- 
ceit, the eſtate of the poere could not procure 
it for themſelves, and the charity of the rich 
would not purchaſe it for others. 

2. Hadheinſtitutcd itin ſome dear and pre. 
cious element, happily people would have im- 
puted the cfhcacie therof, to its natural worth, 

and 
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and working,not to Chriſts Inſtitution, Chriſt 
therefore chooſeth plaine bread, a thing ſo 
meane initſclfe, ir is not within ſuſpition, to 
eclipſe God of his glory , none can beſo mad | 
as toattributeto plaine Bread it ſelfe , ſuch ſpi- | 
rituall Operation, 

Let us take heed, how we take ſnuffe at the 
ſimplicity of Gods Ordinance, ſay not with 
Naaman : Is not Abanah, and Pharphar , e+e. Is 
not the Bread in the Bakers panniers, and the 
Wine in the Vintners cellar as good, as that 
which is propoundedin the Sacrament ?- And 
farrebeit from us to ſecke with our owne in- 
ventions to beguard that, which God wil have 
plaine; rather let us pray, that oureyes may be 
anoynted with that eye-lalve, toſee Majeſty in 
the meaneſſe, and the ſtate in the ſimplicity of 
the Sacraments, Queſt, 

Bur amongſt ſuch variety of others, ſuch 
cheape Elements to repreſent Chriſts body in, 
why was bread preferred aboveall ? 

To ſhew our bodies canas well ſubſiſt with- | Avþv. 
out Bread, as our ſoules without a Saviour. It | 
is called the taffe of Bread , other meats are but 
as pretty wands to whisk in our hands, Without 
Bread ne Feaſt, with Bread no Famine, 
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Vunrsn 24». 


And when hee had given thankes hee brakeit, 
and ſayd, Take, eate , this is my body,which 
ts broken for you this doe in remembrance of 
mee. 


And when hee had given thankes. 
Evurxapicyoas, 


== O its Luke 22.19. But Saint Mat. 
d\Sgg hew, chap. 26.26. hath it twoyyons, 
tb 3) bee bleſſed, Yet let not theſe two 
a words fall out, for they arc Bre- 
thren, of affinity in ſenſe and ſignification : 
Atthis day *x*:540%g, Hee gived thankes , hath 

chriſtned the whole ſervice of the Eucharif, 
Whenſoever wee are to receive any food , wee are 

to give God thankes, but eſpecially at Sacrament, 
1.[tis our duty.God the Lord Paramount of 
the World,though hee hath made us in Chriſt 
Free-holders of all his creatures, yet hath re- 

ſerved thankes, as a quick Rent for himſclte. 
2. Itis profitable torus, 1 Tim. 4.45. For 
every creature of God is good, and nothing to be re- 
fuſed, if it bereceived with thankeſgiving , for it 
is ſanitified by the Word of Goa and Prayer, Yea 
thankſgiving makes every creature both chew 
the cud, and cleave the hoofe The Phyſician 
may forbid one meat, the Divine cannot, it 
may bee againſt ones health, not ones conſci- 


— 
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| ence, True,the Jewes life was a conſt 
| 
paying thankes to God, buy a Licenſeto cate 
anything, 

| Hee brake it, 


To fignifichow his body ſhould bee broken 
' for mankind. Whilſt therefore the Prieſt in 
| the Sacrament breaketh the Bread , let the 
| conceive they ſee Chriſts head, backe, hands, 
feer,{ide broken with the thorns, whips, nailes, 


more naturall ro Chriſts Inſtitution, and ore 
expreſſive in it ſelte, than as the Church of 
Rome doth ina whole and entire V Vaier, 


And ſaid unts them, Take, 


the ] ant Lemt, | 
| from much forbidden meat z but Chriſtians | 


peoples meditation attend his Action, and | 


ſpeare, And hence it appeareth, tht tae cele.. 
brating of Chriſts body in broken bread , is! 


Tharis, take it in their hands, and put it & 
their mouth, nor as the cuſtoine lively indu- | 
ced inthe Romiſh Qhureh, tor the Pric{tto | 
put it inthe outh of every Communicant, | 

Bur itis pleaded tor the Popiſh cuſtome thar | 
it is unmannerly for Lay-men to handle} 
Chriſts body ; and therefore ir is moſt teve- | 


renceto take it with theirmouthes, | 


he, who will bee more mannerly than God | 
will have him: Itis moſt reverence for usto 
doe. 
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There is no ſuch Clowne in Chriſtianity as| An/w.r. | 
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T. C. need- 
lefle cavill. 


doe as God commands us, Ah; tempied God 
inſaying , he would not tempt him , when God 
bid him aske 4 ſigne, Eſay 7.12. Thoſedo little 
better, who more niſe then wiſe, ſtraine cour- 
teſte not to take Chriſts body in their hands, 
when hee reaches 1t. 

2. Take it ſtriftly , and our mouthesare as 
unworthy as our hands to receive Chrilts 


— 


— 


body. No more ſanRity inthe one,than in the 


[under the roofe of our mouth , let him alſo 
paſſe through the porch of our hands, The 
rather, becauſc it ſeemeth that wee cntertaine 
Chriſts body in more ſtate, and with more 
obſervance towards it , when the more ſer- 


body , uſing their ſervice in recciving it, 

3. Laſtly, the Romiſhcuſtome in putting 
it into their mouthes looſcth the expreſſion 
and {1gnificancicof the hand of faith,” Theta- 
king Chriſts body in our hands, mindeth us 
ſpiritually by faith, to apprehend and lay 
h old on his mercics and merits, 

And here letus take notice of the needleſſc 
cavill of ſuch, as ſnarlc at the prafiſe of our 
Engliſh Church. Becauſe whereas Chriſt ſaid 
ina generality , once for all to his Diſciples, 


Take andeate; our Church ſpeakethit troevery 
particular perſon, VVce anſwer, this is no 
conſiderable variation from Chriſts form, for 


vants attend it , the more members of our | 


firſt 


| 
[ 


other, being both made of the ſame lump of | 
| fleſh: Bur ſeeing it is Chriſts pleaſure tocome 


| 


| 
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| out his univerſall Precepts and promiſes into 
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firſt it appeares not inthe Text tothe contra- 
ry but that Chriſt might ſpeake theſe words 
ſeyerally tocach Apoſtle, though it be not ex- 
preſſed, becauſe Hiſtories truſſe up things in 
bundles, and omitting particulars , ſet downe 
only the totall ſumme. Secondly God hath 

intruſted the Miniſters of his Church toſpin | 


particulars. Thus Mat. 28. 19. Chriſt faith, q 
Teach all nations, baptiFing them in the name of the ; 
Father , &c. Which the Prieſt by the con- 
ſent of all Churches applyeth to cach Infant, | 
I bap tiFe thee, CFC. 


This is my Body, 


That is, that which ſignifies, fignes,and pre- 
ſents my body,and ſacramentally is my body, 
and which received with faith ſcales torheeall | 
the benefits of my death and paſſion, not tran- | 
ſubſtantiatedinto my body, according tothe 
Popiſh opinion, whereof briefly, | 

The Doctrine of Tranſwbſtantiation was firſt | 
occaſioned by the unwary ſpeeches of Damaſ- | 
cenand Theophylaf#, Theſe ſeeing no preſent, | 
and foreſe-1ng no futureerrours aboutthe Sa- 
craments were too tranicendent, and hyper- 
bolicall in their expreſſions, abour the reall 
preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament: Thus as 
oftentimes, Laſciviacalami, the daſhes and flo- | 
riſhes of a Scrivener over-aQtive with his pen, | 
oy have b 
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have afterwards beene miſtakento bee Letters 
really intended: Sothe witty extravagancies, 
and Rhetoricall phraſes of theſe Fathers, were 
afterward interpreted to be their diſtilled do- 
&rinall poſitions: ſo dangerous it is for any to 
wanton it with their wits in myſteries of Re- 
[ligion. But Tranſubſtantiation was never made 
an Article of faith, till the Councell of Late- 
ran; no penalty impoſed onthe Maintainers of 


let us heare ſome of their Arguments. 
The Text faith , this 15 my Noh , andthere- 
fore it is ſo plainely to bee underſtood, For 
Scriptureadmitsot a figurative ſenſeas its Re- 
| fage, not as its Choyce , oxely ſe defendo , to ſhield 
and fhelter it {clfe trom non-ſenſe and contra» 
ditions, otherwiſe theliterall ſenſe is to bee 
| embraced, Andtherefore the Holy Spiritis ſo 

| here to be underſtood, this is truly my body, 

Anſw, | From the literall underſtanding of theſe 
| words flow many abſurditics, and therefore 
wee are forced to fly to a figurative meaning, 
Philoſophy briags in an Army of Impoſlibi- 
lities, aSthat the ſame body at rhe ſame time 
ſhould bee in ſeverall places; that accidents 
ſhould ſubfiſt withour a ſubſtance, &c. To 
wave theſe , the Antiquity of faith excepts 
againſt it, it deſtroyes the nature of a Sacra- 
ment, the ſame thing cannot bee the ſigne and 
ſcale of Cluiſts body, and the very body in 
{ubſtance. 


Ar gum. I 


the contrary, till the Councell of Trent, Bur | 
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our eye, his power by our underſtanding , 
VVherefore xox obftaxze, all pretended impol- 
fibiliry; God doth ture the bread into his 
_ body, for nothing is impoſſible unto 

im, 
VVere it expreſſed in Scripture, that it were 
Gods will to turne the Bread into Chriſts 
fleſh, wee would worke our ſelves to beleeve 
it, and make Reaſon ſtrike ſayle to Faith: So 
it is not Gods power wee queſtion, but his 
willand pleaſure. 

But he ſaith, totidem werbis , this is my body, 
and dying men ule to ſpeake moſt plainely, 
with them figuresare out of date, the lowers 
of Rhertoricke fade, eſpecially they write 
without welt or Guard in their wils and Te- 
| ſtaments. 

A familiar Trope or Figureisas plain as no 
figure : Evenachild in age, is man enough to 
underſtand ; Coole the Pot , drinke off that Cup, 
Yea, many ſpeake figures, who know not what 


2. Weeare not tomeaſure Gods Arme by 


figures meane : Beſides, Chriſt at his death 
ſpake no other language,then what his tongue 
and his Diſciples cares were uſed too in his life 
ume. 1 am the Yine,T am the Way, I am the Doore, 
Hee who is ſo ſottiſh, as to conceive that 
Chriſt was a materiall Doore, ſheweth him- 

ſclfe ro bea Poſt indeed, 

Which is broken for you, 

Thefleſh of Chriſt was afterwards on the 
H 2 © Croſle, 


[ES 


| 


| Anſw, 


Argum,2, 


Arqum,3. 


Anſw. 
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| Croſſe literally broken, there was ſolutio conti- 
| ui, withthe nayles in his hands, and feet: As 
| for his bones, John 19.36, Not 4 bone of him 
| was brokenin the literall ſenſe, But vertually 
| ' and eminently in the ſame meaning , wherein 
|  itis ſaid a Broken Heart, all his bones were broken, | 
' that is cantrited and grinded with griefe and 
|  forrow. F- 
| | 
| | 
Doe this, 


_  — — 


| pound ſacrifice,thisaccording to Yirevls yerſe, 
| : | TNT” : 
| Cum faciam vitula pro frugibus ipſe venits, 


#Þ | Somuchis the Church of Rome behold- 
| ing tothis Poet, both for the ſacrifice of the 
| | Maſſe out of his Eclogs, and Limbns Patrum 
| ' out of the firſt booke of his Aneads. But ſce- 
| | ing thisa&ion, Doethis, is injoyned 23 wel to ' 
| | the peopleas the Pricit ; and ſeeir z none but | 
| the Prieſt could offer Proprij nominis ſacrificium, 
' it plainely appearcs this cannot here bea pro- 
| per ſacrifice. 


In Latine, hor facite , which the Papiſts ex- 
| 
| 
| 
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In Remembrance. 
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DoZ. | - Wherein this DoArine is intimated ; Mex 
| are prone to forget Gods favours unto thews , except 
| +hey be minded of them, The Iſraelites had nor 
| this great goodneſſe in remembrance: But were| 

1 


HLFIITY 


| —m——_ _ W —_ m— 
_ _— —— 


OR WOE EO I" *- DT —- 


| 


% 


— 


| A Comment on Cor,11.24.. | 53 


diſobedient at the Sea, even at the Red.ſea , Pſalme 
106, 7. Who would have thought that the 
deliverance atthe Red-ſca would ſo ſoon have 
beenedrownedina deeper Sea of Oblivion, 


Reaſons of our Forgetfulneſſe. 


1. The Devils malice, who whilſt weſleep 
(in Idlenefle, and negligence, ſtealeth into the | 
memory , the Muniment houſe of the ſoule, 
and embezileth , and purloyneth from thence | 
the Records of moſt momentand importance, 

2. Butnotto play the Devill with the De- 

vill, not toaccuſe himfalſely , hee is not the 

principall cauſe of our forgetfulneſſe, which 
| lowethchiefly fromthe corruption of our na- 
ture; which like a Bolter lets all the loore 
paſſe, and keeps 0nly the bean behind, 

But here wee muſt not underſtand the bare 
naked and empty Remembrance of Chriſts | 
death, the calling to mind the Hiſtory of his | 
paſſion (which the Devils can doe, and the | 
worſt of men)thus to remember Chriſt were | 
but to forget him; But a remembrance cx | 
effettu , the relying on his death with a lively | 
faith, and applying his merits to our ſoules. | 


VVhereof more largely hereatter, | 

Of mee | 

Incarnated,of me borne,of me circumciſed,of 

me baptized, of metempted , of me {courged, 

buteſpecially of me crucified,and alſo of me al- 
cended,and now glorified, | 

H 3 V Rs. 


EE —_— 


Rea 1, 


54 | A (, omment on 1 Cor.l.25, 1 


Otje.1, 


VzRrs% 25. 


After the ſame manner alſo bee tooke the Cup,when 
hee had ſupped, ſaying, this Cup is the new Te- 
ſtament in my blood, this doe yee as oft as yee 
arinke it, in remembrance of me , 


> Olloweth now theother part of the 
Fa Sacrament inſtituted in the Wine, 
Fd, Hedoubleththe elements to ſhew, 

emA) that.in Chriſt is not only neceſſar 

and ſufficient , but alſo plentifull 
and abundant, with aſſured Redemption, 

Too too blame then the Church of 
Rome, whoſe Levites are guilty of that 
fault whereof Benjamin was taxed, they have 
ſtolne away the Cup. If to ſteale the Chalice be the 
phraſe whereby men expreſſe the higheſt ſin, 
what fſacriledge is it to ſtcalethe Wine of the 
Chalice, from whom itbelongeth £ Bur it isa 
wonder if old Theeves be taken without an 
excuſe , let us heare what theſe Romaniſts 
plead for themſelves, 

Nature hath ſo put flcſh and blood ina joynt 
Patent, that they goe -alwayes together, 
VVhere there is one, there are both, and 
where not both , neither. Ic is ſuperfluons 
therefore to give the Laity the blood the ſe- 
cond time , who by concomitancic had recci- 
ved it before, 

Indeed 
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Indeed fleſh and blood like loving Play- 
mates were together in Chriſts body, rillror- 
ments forced them to part aſunder: Now we 
are to receive Chriſts blood Shed,not as it was 
' at home houſed in heavinefſe; bur as payne 
| baniſhed it abroad and powred it out. VVher- 
| fore what God hath putaſunder to bee taken 
| ſeverally and diſtinaly, let noman joyneto- 


But there be many Inconveniences, yea mif- 


| gether, 


chiefes attend the Layeties receiving of the 
VVine, asits ſtickingintheir beards, (| pilling | 
of it, &Cc, 

Non debemus eſſe m—_— legibus, God in 
the Omniſciency of his wiſedome ſurveyed 
the latitude of all occurrencies, yet beholding 
all furure Inconveniences preſent, hee appoyn- 
tedthe Laity rodrinkeof the 4 VVane was 
thenas ſubjeto pilling.t harh not ſince got- 
ten a more liquid or diffuſive quality. 


But in ſcverall places of Scripture, nomen- 
tion is made of wine , but of bread onely, as | 
Att. 2. 4*. and the 46. Continued breaking of 
bread from houſe to houſe, Ab. 20.7. Met together 
to breakebread. 


for Bread and VVine, or elſe that phraſe im- | 
porteth their ordinary meetings , and ciyill | 
tcaſts. But a Cart-load of theſecxceptions, | 
Tekel.are weighed in the ballauce, and found too 
light ,toout-poyle Chriſts Inſtitution, The 

wiſe 
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Azuſw.1. 


ObjeF, 2. 


Anſw.2 


Objef, 3. 


Either bread by a Synecdoche, is here put | Anſw.3. 
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wiſe Shunatmite woman,a Xi#2:4.30. was not 
content with the company of Eliſha's ſtaffe and 
ſervant; but as the Lord liveth(ſaith ſhe) aud as 
thy ſoule liveth,T will not leave thee,ſhewould not 
leane onthe ſtafte, but onthe ſtaffs Maſter,and 
would have him with her: So let us notbeſo 
fooliſh to depart from Gods written Word in 
the Sacrament, concerning giving the Laity 
the Cup, for the company of humane 'Ar- 
guments on our fide; but let us ſtick cloſet9 
our Commiſſion, and then wee need not feare 
a Premuzire , 10 long as wee havetheLetter of 
Gods Law on our fide, 


When hee had ſupped. 


Chriſt did therefore inſtitute this Sacra- 
ment after Supper, to ſhew that herein hee 
chicfly aymed notat the feeding of our bodies, 


but the refreſhing of our ſoules. Weare not 
to bring our deyotion in our guts, and tocome 
to the Communion for Belly-cheare , like 
thoſe that followed our Saviour, Fohn6. 26, 


Becauſe they had eaten of the Loaves , and were fil- 
led, No, weearetocome with more refined 
thoughts, and as formatter of bodily meat, 
.containe our ſelves as after Supper. 


This Cup is the New Teſtament inmy blood, 


This Cup, thatis the wine inthis Cup. Wee 


| 


Can- 


| 
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not ſcarce ſtirre a pace in Scripture, without 
meeting with a figure, even in theſe Teſtamen- 
tary Expreſſions of our Saviour: Why then 
doe the Papiſts make ſuchnewes, yea wonders 
at Figures, then which nothing is morecom- 
mon? 4s the New Teftament in my blood ; that is, 
the wine therein contained figneth unto you 
the New Covenant of Grace, which is rati- 
fied and confirmed in my blood, that is by my 


tor that giveth life to the Teſtament, and the 
will though ſealed, is not ſealed in effec, 
till the Maker of the ſame be dead. | 

But why 1s it <allcd - the New Teſta- 
ment; ſceing it is anold one, and the ſame 
which was made to Adam , (yhe ſeed of the Wo- 
may ſhall breake the Serpents head ) otten reite- 
rated and confirmed to Abraham, David, and 
others. 

Indeed it was old inthe Promiſe, new inthe 
Pcrformance ; old quoad ſubſtantiam & mate- 
riam federis , new quoad modum clarioris manife- 
ſtationts. It is ſaid of thoſe, that live within a 
mile or twoof Ohympas, that they arcundera 
conſtant & continued ſhade, which the height 
of the Mountaine cafteth upon them : So the 
Jews and al the Church of God before Chriſts 
comming, livedin conſtant umbrages,and tha- 
dows,ot Types, Figures, Ceremonics,and Re. 
preſentations;al which were takenaway, when 


| 


death. For indeed it is.the death of the Teſta- | 


our Saviour, the Sun of Righteouſnes did appear, 
I  There- 


Me ne  —_ —— ——— 
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* Enſcbiws, 
lib.1, De. 
monſt.Evan. 
c4pal 0, 


* Lib,F. de 
Sacramentis, 


cap.4, 


| Thereforcit is ſaid in My Blood as in oppoſition 

to the blood of Kids, Calves, Goats lacrificed 
in the Temple. Other parts of the verſcare 
expounded inthe former, 


—— — 


| | VanxsT 26, 


| For as often as yee eate of this Bread , and arinke 
this Cup , yee doe Jhew the Lords body till hee 
860me. | 


? & Nder as Often, is Often inclu- 
| F ded; whence we gather, Wee 


NESS muſt frequently celebrate the 
PAX (| Lords Supper. Inthe * Primi- 
tive Church it was done eve- 
ry day; and fit it was the 4- 
[qu Vite bottle ſhould ever beat their noſtrils, 
| who were ſounding every moment, and they 
| needed conſtant cordials, who everand anon 
| had the Qualmes ot temptation in the time of 
| Perſecution. This trquencie ſoone abated, 
when peace came into the Church, which 
makes Saint Ambroſe reprove the negli- 

' gence of the Eaſterne Churches, who received 
| it but once a yeare: At this day our Mother- 
| Church of England{ceing her childrens back- 
wardneſle herein, by canon compelleth them 
ro receive, at the leaſt thrice a yeare; ſuch is | 
the neceſſity to force them by Law to 
come 
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come toa Feaſt, and tomakea ſtatute for hun- 
gry men to cate, and ſicke folke to take Phy- 
ficke, But heare the Arguments of ſome to the 
contrary; that it isto be but ſcldome received. 


The Paſſcover was celebrated but once a 
yeare, in whoſe place (for Sacraments never 
dye without heirs the Lords Supper ſucceeds. 

The Paſſcoverby God was ſtinted to bee 
uſed no oftner,in the Lords Supper wearc left 
to our own liberty. Finding therefore our con- 
tinuall finning , and therefore need thereof ro 
ſtrengthen us inour grace, we may, yea mult 
oftneruſc it, eſpecially ſccing all ſervices of 
God under the Goſpel ought to bee more 
plentifull and abundant, than under the Law, 

Things done often, are ſeldome done ſo- 
lemnely. Mannaif raynedevery day, is not 
dainty ; the frequent doing of 1t will make 
men perfunctory, and negligentthercin, 

Neceſlary dutiesare notto be left undone, 
for the Inconveniences , which per accidens, 
through humane corruption may follow 
thereon: Then Sermons ſhould be as ſeldome 
as Apolloes ſmiles , ſemel in ammo; and prayers 
ſhould not be preſented to God every day, leſt 
the commonnefle of the duty ſhould bring it 
into contempt ; Rather Miniſters are to 1in- 
ſtru& their people to come with reverence, 
notwithſtanding their frequent repayring 
thereunto. 

Butlong preparation is requiſite to this 


X 
(4 

Fy 
_ 


Objelt.2, 


Anſw.1 


; 


I 2 Action, 
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Actions and therefore this Sacrament cannot 
Arſw.3. | oftenbe received, After the firſt Grand Prepe- 
ration , whereby faith and repentance wee are 
| firſt eſtated in Gods favour, other prepara- 
tions aie not ſodifhcult indoing , or tedious in 
time, as being bur the reiteraring of the ſame | 
againe, The good Huſwite which ſcourcth her | 
Plate oncea weeke, hath lefle worke than ſhe 
| that doth it but once in Twelve-moneth, ' 
| Often preparing makesthe worke caſie,and firs 
wy | menthe ſooner forthe Sacrament . though I | 
{068 | amnoraltogether of Saint * Ambroſe his opini- | 
| on, that 21 non meretur quatidze accipere nom me- | 
zeknr poſt annum accipere, | 


m—————_— 


| Qzeſt, | Whether is itof abſolute neceſkty, thata| 
| | man on his Death-bed ſhould receive the Sa-| 
( | crament. | 

Anſw, \ Hee isas weakeinTudgement, asthedying 


| man in body, whoconcelves it fo, It is not the | 
| bare Abſence, but the negle& andcontempt 
| of the Sacrament, which 1s dangerous, Be- 
 fides, that ſurcly is nor by God, madeabſo- 
' lurely neceflary to ſalvation, which in fome 
 Caics is impoſhble to bee had. As in ſudden 
death when the ficke man is gone, beforethe 
' Prieftcancome: In inteious diſcaſes, when 
ine Pricitcannotbring Chriſts blood without | 
26 hazarding of his owne; not to ſpeake of 
£22 1nconzentencieof givingit to thoie, who 
| £0e 0: 07 the world for painto bring others 


— 
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Yea! 
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| Yeaof ſuch perſons, whodefire the Sacra- 
ment, I find three ſorts. Some doc itout of 
meere fancy, whodefre it becauſe they defire 
it: {like Davids lor,ing for the water of the | 
| Well of Berhlem) can give no account of their 
humour therein. A ſecond ſort outof ſuperſti- 
| tion, A third out of atrue faith, and feeling of 
| their infirmity. Now Charity thinketh no il, 
| hopethall things. V Ve Miniſters beleeveall,to 
/ be of the later ſort,and will notthink much of | 
our paines to tender our ſervice unto them 
when ſent for : But bexbertwixt God and their 
conſciences , ler them take heed how they 
abuſe Gods Ambaſſadours, and cauſe us to 
come on fooliſh occaſions, rofeed their owne 
fancies. 


Tou doe ſhew forth the Lords body. 


The Sacrament ſolemnly celebrated , doth repre- 


ſent, and ſet forth the death and Paſsion of Chriſt, 
This is the meaning ot. Saint Paul, Galat.3. I. | 
O fool:jh Galatians , who hathvewitchea you, that | 
ou (hould not obcy the truth ;, before whoſe eyes Teſus | 
Chrift hath beeue evidently ſet forih , crmoafied 


— _—_— 


among you : That is, Chriſt was {0 powerfully 
and pathericall, preached unto then in the 
word, his Death to done tothe life in the ſo- 
lemne,decent, and exprefiive Adminifiration 
of the Sacrament, that thetragedy ot Ciriſts 
death nigh 1craſalz7s was re-acted betore them, 
I 3 Say ' 


Dot 


—_— 
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ze. 


Obſerv, 


Say nottheninthine heart, how ſhall I get 
to leruſalem, to ſee the place of Chriſts ſuffe- 
ring ? ſee Faith can remove Mountaines 
Mount Calvary is brought home to thee , and 
though there be pty« x=aous, a great Gulte, or 


diſtance of ground, betwixt England and Pa- 


| leſtine ; yet if thou beeſt a faithtull Receiver, 


behold Chriſt Sacramentally crucified onthe 
Communion-Table, ſay not in thine heart, 
how ſhall I remember Chniſts Paſſion, ir 
was Time out of mind, 1600, yeares ago! Chriſt 
here teacheth thee the art of Memory , what 
ſo long was palt is now made preſent at the in- 
ſtant of thy worthy receiving : ſtay Pilgrims, 
ſtay (would your voyages to the Holy Land 
had beene as farre from ſuperſtition, as hither- 
to from ſucceſſe)go not youthither, but bring 
Paleſtine hither, by bringing pure hearts with 
you, when you come to receive the Sacra- 


ment,for there,The Lords boa is ſhewed forth,as 


| oa the Croſle, 


Till I come, 


God till the Worlds end , when hee commeth to 
Judgement , will have a Church on Earth, wherin 
Paſtors ſhall adminiſter , and people receive the S4- 
crament, Witneſle his promiſe before his 
death, Mat.16.18. Andthe Gates of hell ſhall not 
prevaile againſt it, and another after his Reſur- 


| reion, Mat. 28.29. And loe, I am with you,alway 


wits 


% 
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wnto the end of the World, with you in your 
ſelves and ſuccefſour , perſons and poſterity: | 
Indeed the Church may want things of 
Luſter, never of Effence : It may wanta glv- 
rious being , never a being, Deus non deeris in 
neceſſarijs : The Church is like the ſunne, 
which may beclouded andeclipſcd, yet ſtil re- 
mainerh, Pſal.89, 37. A faithful witneſſe, Be- 
ſides, Churches may fallaway,but the Charch 
cannot; the ſetting of the Goſpel inone place, | 
will bee the rifing of it in another: This is| 
meant Rev.2.5.1 will remove thy Candlefticke out 
of his place, notI will quench, orputout thy 
Candle, butI will removyeir, ſo that it ſhal ſtill 
remaine in one place or other , Till come, And 
then Sacraments ſhall be celebrated no more, 
buttypes ſhall give placeto the truth, and ſha- 
dowes ſhall yecld to the ſubſtance : Then all / 
the weeke ſhall be one conſtant Sabbath, and 
yet thereinno Sermons preached, nor prayers 
made, bur all our Lyturgic ſhall be praifing of 
God. And nowwhat remaineth, but that we 
cry from our hearts with the Saints;Come Lord 
Feſms come quickly. 
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One#t 
Anſw, 


Three - ſold 


worthinelle. 
I 


Vers % 27. 


Wherefore whoſoever fhalleate this Bread , and 
drinke this Cup of the Lord unworthily,ſhall be 
guilty of the hody anablood of the Lord. 


2F Oe. theſe words preſent us with 
two principall parts. 

1. Thefinne, 

2. The ſintulneſſe of the 


| ſinne, | 

The ſinne is theunworthy eating and drink- | 
ing of the Bread and V Vine of the Lord, | 

Is any man ſo wel ſtored with race, that he | 
can eate thele Sacraments worthily 2 

One may doeanaction worthily inathree- 
fold reſpect, firſt worthily , Dignitate equali- 
zatis , asthe Labourer 1s worthy ot his hire, 
Luke 10.7, This exa& worthinctle may claim 
and challenge a reward due untoir, and the 
Denier or Dcetayner doth this worthy party 
wrongand injury: Now no Saint can receive 
with this Gods juſtice-proofe worthineſle, as 


appeares by their humble confeſſions, not out 
of complement, but conſciouſneſle of their 
faults, Jacob, Gen.32.10. /obn Baptiſt, Mat.3.11. 
Yea, this worthineſle is waved by our Church 


Liturgy, atthe Communion , both (as I may 
ſay) in our Grace before meat ; Wee be not wor- 


thy ſo mach as to gather up the crums under thy Ta- 
ble 


_— 
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ble, andin our Graceafter meat ;and though wee 
bee unworthy through our manifold ſins to offer unto 
' thee, &+c. 


4 2. The ſecond is, worthily Dignitate comve- 2, 
c nientie aptitudinis , Or aecentie , which conſiſts 
though not in a perfect and exact proportion, 


, yctin ſome fitneſſe, meetneſſe, and likeneſſe 
| [untothat which is required , ſuch phraſes are 
frequent in Scripture, Mat. 3.8. Bring forth 
| | therefore fruits worthy of Repentance , that 1s, ſuch 
; | as bear no open repugnancy and contradiction 
[to the repentance you profeſle, but in ſome 
[fort meet and agrecing thereunto. So, walke 
| worthy of the Lord, Col. 1. 10. worthy your 

- calling, Epheſ.4.1. worthy the Goſpel, Phil. 1 
| | 27. That1s, let not your life ſhame your be- 
a  liefe, breake notthe Commandements againſt 


, [the Creed, let not your praQtiſe bee 'aov5are;, 
) ' with your profeſſion, And wee muſt know, 
, | that Peccat« ſurreptitia, (innes of infirmity (not 
> through their want of wickedneſſe, but Gods 
7 


ſtore of mercy )may ſtand and ſubfiſt with this 
worthineſſe of conveniencie, In this accep- 
tion wee underſtand in my Text tocat wor- 
thily, that is ſo firted and prepared, as may 
[ew ſome reſemblance and agreementto the 


ſolemaity of the worke wee goe abour. 

2. Thereremayneth athird kind of Wor. 3. 
| tunclle, which 1s Dignitas dignationis , the 
| worthineſſe of acceptance , when God for 
| Chriſts ſake is pleaſed to take our ations in 
| K g00d 
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good worth, That is well ſpoken, which is 
well :aken, and that manis worthy , who by 
Godis accepted ſo tobee, Indecd it baſeand | 
ignorant people ſhould cry oneup to bee wor- 
thy, and prize pebles to bee pearles, hee is no 
whit the better for the over-valuing of him 


but if God pleaſerhto eſteeme men, worthy, 
| things are astheyare accounted by him, his 
valuing of them puts worth into them, 1 have 
bleſſed hizs ( faith Iſaac of Iacob, Gen, 27. 33.) 
Tea and hee ſhallbebleſſed,, God hath accounted 
| them worthy, yea, and they ſhall be worthy, 
| aS It 1S Rev, 3. 4» They ſhall walke with me in 
| white , for they are worthy, Letus when wee 
| cometo the Sacrament bring with us the wor- 
| thincſle of fitnefle, and convenience ; and God 
| of his goodnefle will be pleaſed to reward us 
with the worthineſle of acceptance, 
Two ſorts .of people then. doe cate and 
drinkeunworthily, Firſt , the Vnregenerate, 
| thoſe whichasitis Heb,6.1. Have not as yet laid 
the Foundation of Repentanse from dead workes, 
| and faith in Chriſs, but remaine ſtill in their 
| pure, impure naturals , not ingrafted into| 
| Chriſt, Without this foundation, the faire 
| ide-wals of a good nature, and the proud 
| roofe of all morall performances, wil: both 


| totter and tumble ro theground, Secondly, 
| the Regenerate, but guilry of ſome ſinnesun- 
 repented of , who cate unworthily tillthey 
have ſued out a ſpeciall pardon out. of the 
Court of Heaven, Come| 
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Come wee now tothe ſinfulneſſe of theſin: | 
ſhall bee guilty of the body and blood of the 
Loya ; that is, they are offenders inthe ſame 
forme with 1#4& and the Iewes, guilty of 
ſhedding the blood , and wounding the body 
of Chriſt : For as thoſe thatdeface the ſtamp, 
orabulſe the Seale of a King, areentituled ro 
be traytors,ſo the unworthy reccivers of theſe 
elements, which perſonate 8&repreſentChriſts 
body,arc interpreted tofinagainft the body of 
Chriſt it ſelfe : Some Proteſtants have by 
Gods Providence eſcaped in their perſons, 
and yetthe papiſts to maniteſt their ſpite have 
burned their pictures at a ſtake; Chriſts perſon 
is ſhot-free from any mans malice, out of the 
reach of your cruelty,(itringat the right hand 
of God in Heaven as for his Picture,it is with 
us in the Sacraments,and unworthy Receivers 
ſhew to the ſhaddow, what they would doeto 
the ſubſtance if it were in their power, they 
puſh as farre as their ſhort hornes will give 
them leave. 

But may one ſay; Grantunworthy Re- 
cciving bee agrievous finne, yetmethinkes 
too heavy an accent is put *upon it to 
equalize it with the murthering of Chriſt, 
Fonathan ſaid, 1 Sam. 14. 43. F did bm 
tafte a little honty with the end of my Rod, and loe 
I muſt dye , but more juſtly andgrievouſly may 
the wicked Communicanrcomplaine, I did 


- —_— 


—— 


0bjeR, 


but cate a morſcll of Bread, and dranke a | 
K 2 Draught 
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Anſw, 


| 


| 
| 


Draught of wine, and loe I muſt dye here, 
hercaftcr, remporally, and cternally, yea my 
finne is heigthned to be even with the {inne of 
Inudxs and the Iewes, who wiltully embrued 
their hands in Chriſts blood, 

How ever bumane corruption may bee the 
Advocate toplead herein, yet wee muſt count 
finnes to be ſo great, as God eſteemes them ro 
be. Hee ſeeth not as man ſeeth, nor judgeth he as 
man judgeth: Hee will judge that to be pride, 
which wee countto þe good carriage; thatluſt 
which wee count love , that drunkenneſſe 
which wee good fellowſhip, and unworthy 


receiving which we perchancecſteeme a fault, 
but not of the 6rſt magnitude , heejudgethit | 


the higheſt of any pardonable finne,evenguil-: 
tineſſe of Chriſt blood it ſelfe. Learne wee 
from hence to meaſureand ſurvey afin inthe 
trucheigth, length, and bredththereof, Hear- 
ken not to the partiality of thine owne fleſh, 
which wil make thine offences in number leſs, 
in nature lighter; liſten not to the ſuggeſtions 
of Satan, which will never ſuffer us to ſee our 
finnes truely , but isalwayes inthe exceſle or 
dete&: "When wee goe 00 in a {infullcourſe, 
hee beares us in hand, that our finnes areſmall, 
and when we are toucht in conſcience he ſeeks: 
to perſwade us that they are too great, Moun- 
tainesto0 big to bee drowned inthe Ocean of 
Gods mercy; but let us meaſure them by the 
{quare of Gods Word, an infallible rule that 


w1ll not deceive us, To. 


| through the want of conſideration , have] 
| beene guilty of the body of Chriſt, let mee 
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To conclude, men generally hate Pilate and 
Indas , if wee fee them but in Pictures our 
blood riſeth at them, we could ſcratch them 
out with our nayles , being more angry! 
| with them, then Devid with the rich man, | 
| that rookeaway the poore mans Ewe Lambe , 

whereas in ſome ſenſe it may bee ſaid of! 
' many of us , Thou art the may, Yet as for 
| thoſe which hitherto have not taken notice 
' of the haynouſneſſe of this finne , and 


ſay ro them what Saint Peter doth , 4, 
3-17. And now brethren , I wot that 
through Ignorance you did it : Repent 
theretord » and bee converted, that your 
finnes may bee blotted out ; And ler us all 
pray with David, Pſalme 91. 14. Deliver 
us from blood-guiltineſſe O God, bur eſpe- 
cially from being guilty of the body and 
blood of thy Sonne. 
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Reaſons of 
the necellity, 
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Varner 29, 


But let 4 man examine himſelfe , and ſolet hins 
eate of this Bread , and drinke of this Cup. 


2 Et us know that ſome make 
theſe words [Let 4 may exa- 
mine] to be a bare permiſhon 
| 24 and conceſſion, that if they wil 
gacw they may docit. Others make 
ita councell or advice, that according to the 
rule of Prudence ordiſcretion they ſhould doe 
it. Athird ſort, and that the trueſt makeita 


mandate or command that wee mult doe it, 
and the ſceming indifferency :in the Engliſh 
tongue is neceſhtated in the Greeke, Aoxuatic, 
I, The firſt is taken from the Majeſty of 
that God, to whole preſence wee approach, 
Lord what prodigious ſtate did Ahaſhucroſh,an 
carthly Prince ſtand upon, Eſther. 7. 12, The 
woman that was thought fitto bee his wife, 
muſt bee purified twelve moneths before, ſix 
moneths with the oyle of myrrhe , and fix 
moneths with ſweet odours , Behold a greater 
than Ahaſhneroſh is here , and theretore thoſe 
that come to his Table, muſt ſerioufly cxa- 

mine and prepare themſclves before, 
2. Fromthe great profit which we receive 

| therebyit wecome prepared. 

| 3. From the grievouſneſſe of the puniſh- 
ments if we be unworthy Receivers : The $a- 
cra- 


— —__—— 


| 
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(as innocent as the Preſcribers are ſimple ) 
which ſome good old women give fick peo. 
ple, whichif they doe no good, dono harme 
bur this is a true maxim, To him to whom the $4. 


| profit, and ſpirituall grace, it drawes great 


[ 
| 
| Examine himſelfe, A Chriſtians eyes, ought 


erament is not Heaven, it is hell: If itbringsnort 


plagues and puniſhments on us, 


to he turned inward, and chiefly reflected on 
himlelfe: yet how many are there , whoſe 
home is to be alwayecs abroad, lIt isa tale of the 
wandring Iew, but it is too much truth of 
many wandring Chriſtians , whoſe thoughts 
are never reſident on their own ſouls, but ever 
ſcarching and examining of others; Theſe ſay 
not withthe ſouldicrs, Luk. 3.14, And what ſhall 
we do ? but are queſtioning alwayes, as S, Peter 
is of 1ohn,loh,21.21. Aud what ſhal this man do ? 


Yetamansexamining of himſelfe excludes 
not his examination of thoſe whoare commit- 


crament is notliketo thoſe harmleſſe Receits, | 


ted to his careand charge, as Paſtors exami- | 
ning ſuch young people,asaccording tothe or- | 
ders of the Church they are to catechiſe, As | 
for that Father, who rtrieth his wife and 
children, he ſtill examineth himſelte. 

Two ſorts of people are unfit to receive, 
1. Thoſethat wiltully wil not examine them- 
ſelves. 2. Thoſe that cannot by reaſon of their 
want of age,or fome other impotency, 


Yea 


ew, 
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Yeachildren which are old enough tocon- 
ceive the words of a Miniſter, yetas yet not of 
ageto partake of the Sacrament, Thinke not 
that the Church makethcyphers of you , and 
eſteemeth you of no account, you are heires 
apparentto the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
per, none can hinder you fromit; yetduring 
your minority the Church is your Guardian, 
and carefully keepes thar treaſure for you, till 

ou come of age , provided you carefully 

carne your Catechiſme, to be able to anſwer 
your Minifter, But I will turne my Precepts 
to you into prayers for you, and ſo wiſh you 
good ſucceſſeinthe name of the Lord, 

Incxamining of this word Examipe , lear- | 
ned men run in three ſeverall ſtreames, ſome 
proſecute the Metaphor of a Gold-{mith , 
ſearching the purity of his gold, &cxuagen, be. 
ing aproper word to them in their myſterie, 
| 1 Pet.1.7, 11s T0 Joxluioy Cuby Tyg mWigtwg ond 7- 
pugripoy xpuois, That the tryall of your faith being 
much more precious then of gold that periſheth , 
thoughit be tryed with fire, might bee foundunto 
praiſe, &c, Others becauſe bread and wine 
co bee taken in the Sacrament, are both food 
| and phylick, pleaſe themſclves beſt to infiſt on 
| the fimilitudeof aPhyfician, giving prepara- 
' tives to his patients betore he receives the phy- 
' ficke. A third ſort make Examine hereto bee 
| Verbups forenſe & juridicum,as Magiſtrates que- 
| ſtion oftenders, and therefore chuſe to follow 
| that 
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that reſemblance : David was in a great (trait, 
betwixt three evils ; Iam inaſtraighr betwixr 
three goods, not knowing whichto chuſe: 
how ever wee will follow the latter as moſt 
conſonant'to the Apoſtles ſenſe, 

A man in examining himſclfe, muſt perſo- 
nate three, and a&three ſeverall parts. 1, The 
part ofthe Offerder. 2. Of the Acculer, 3, Of 
the Iudge. The part ofthe Acculer,may be wel 
performed by that faculty of the ſoul, whichis 
called Conſciexce;for beſides her office, to be the 
Regeſterand Recorder of the foule, and Re- 
membrancer of the acts thereof, Itis alſo the 
Altturney Generall of the King of Heaven inour 
hearts, to preſs the evidence againſt us after the 
inditement. As for our reaſon and judgement, 
that muſt ſupply the office of a Iudge, Et ſeenn- 
dum allegata & probata, acquit orcondemne us, 

But here it is to be teared, men will be parti- 
all to themſelves in two reſpedts; firſt in not 
giving their conſcience fair play: they will not 
give it that liberty Agrippa granted to $, Paul, 
Adt.26.1. Thou art permittedto ſpeak for thy ſelfe, 
but whatin whol they cannot filence,they wil 
in part diſturb 8& interrupt. 2.'Itis to be feared 
our judgement wil not be upright, but as S. Pe- 
ter ſaid ro our Saviour, Mug oat Kopis, Maſter ſpare 
thy ſelfe, Propitins tibi ſit , Mat. 16.22, $0 our 
[judgement will be partiall, and favourable to 
| us, as foundred feet will never tread hard, 
| W herforc becauſe ot this double ſuſpition of 
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partiality ; this is a ſound and ſate Rule, Let 
us account our ſelves to be worſe, than upon 
examination wee find ourſelves to be: Thus 
did Saint Pal, 1. Cor 4.4. For I know notbing 
(by my ſclfe, yet am I not hereby Juſtified, bnt he that 
judges mee 15 the Lord, Thatis , fince his con- 
| verfion, his conſcience accuſed him of no great 
\finneunrepented; and yet hereupon hedurſt 
not pronounce himſclte to be innocent, for 
God judgeth not as man judgeth , neither ſeeth 
as man ſeth; but thoſe who are acquitted by 
themſelves, may be condemned by him, 
Sceing thus as it is ſaid, a man is toad three 


' parts,by the way wee may obſerve. 


A Chriſtian, thongh alone may make compaxy for 


himſelfe , Pſalme 4.4. Commune with your hearts 


in your Chamber, and be ſtill, Pſal, 43. 5. Why ar} 
thou ſo heavy O my ſoule ? why art thon,&c. One, 
(as wee have ſaid ) may make himſclte three, 
Offender, Accuſcr, Iudge, ſo that hee ſhould 
never be leflealone, rhen whenalone, being 
alwayesin the company of heavenly Diſcour- 


| ſers in himſelfe : Had men the art of theſe 


 ſelfe-examinations, and Soliloquies , they 
need not (to put away melancholly , as they 


pretend, and roavoid ſolitarinefle) repaire to 
the ſchools of drunkennefle, there to {ecke for 


' badcompany, that there (to uſetheir owne ex- 


preſſion) they may drive away the time, Fools 
10 driveaway that which is winged, and which 


though they ſhould ſtrive ro ſtay,they cannor, 


Now 
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1.Now the on) un" rupon every 
man istobe examined, are theſe. r. Whether 
thou doſt repaire to reccive the Sacrament , 
with a competent meaſure of knowled ge? 
2. Whether doſt thoucome with unfained 
Repentance for thy finnes paſt? which Repen- 
[tance conſiſteth not ſo much in outward ſor- 
'row( for their faces may be flints, whoſe hearts 
may bce Fountaines, their ſoules may drop 
blood, whoſe cyes cannot ſhed teares)as in the 
inward contrimon, and hatred of finne, and 
ſhunning of it in the ſequell of our lives. 
3. Whether doſt thou come with a lively 
faith, relying upon God in Chriſt, tor che par- | 


' don of thy finnes ? | 
| 4. Whetherdoſt thou come with loveun- | 
diflcmbled , treely from thy heart to forgive 
all injuries committed againſt thee 4 Some 
when they are to partake of the Sacrament, | 
ſay to their malice, as Abrahawdid to his two | 
[ ſervants, Gen.22.5. Abideyou here, and I will eve 
| youder, and worſhip, and come againe t9 you, The 
| leave their injuricsat the Churchdoore, till 
| they have received the Lords Supper,and then 
returning make a reſumption of them againe: 
[But let us not onely lop the bowes , but grub 
| upeventhe roots of our malice, notonly ſul- 
| _ the a@, bur depoſe the habit of our ha- 

' tred, 

| And here as God ſaid to the Iewes, EJek, 
18.3. that they ſhould haye no occaſion any 

| L-2 more | 
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the doore, butlet us not only breake the teeth 
of our malicein forgiving, butalſo pluckour 
the ſting,which is ſtill behind inthe tayle, and 
labour tully to forget. 

Totheſc Interrogatories, ſome have added 
theſe additionals , which vertually are contai- 
ned in the former: Whether doſtthoucome 
with an earneſt deſire, and longing to be made 
partaker of theſe heavenly myſteries? 

Whether doſt thoucome withthankfulnesto 
theGod of heavenzfor this his great bleiſing 2 
Hereon ler every one examine himſelfe , 1 


| dare boldly ſay, nonecan decline the anſwe- 


ring totheſe interrogatories;not tkatcommon 
evaſion, Nox tenetur reſpondere, asif they were 
not abſolutely pertinent tothe matterin hand, 
but it concernes every one of us to make a pun- 
uall and dire& anſwer thereunto, 

Vpon cxamination-all will confefſe them- 
ſelves guilty,excepta dumbe Devill,or a Pha- 
rifaicall ſpirit hath poſſeſſed any, Yet are there 
degrees of guiltineſfe : Some are guilty that 


they have not theſe graces atall,but the oppo-| 


ſite 
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ſite vices inſtead of them; in ſtead of know- 
ledge ignorance. All the reaſon Laban could 
render 1acob in cozening him with the elder fi- 
ſter forthe younger, was bur pleading thecu- 
ſtome of the countrey, Gen.29.26, And this is 
the beſt account ſome can giue , why they re- 
| ceivethe Sacrament: Itis an old ceremony, a 

faſhion of their Fore-fathers, a cuſtome of the 
| Church, that young menand maidens at ſuch 
an age uſe to receive, and ſoot the reſt;in ſtead 
of repentance,obſtinacy in fin, inliey of faith 
unbcliefe,in [ace of charity,malice,an indiffe. 
rency for el re, and ingratitudefor thankful- 
neſſe, theſe innocaſe muſt preſumetoreceive, 
but tarry till theſe vices areamended,and gra- 
ces in ſome degree begotteninthem. 

Others are guilty, that though they have 
them in ſincerity, yet they have them notin 
perfection, theſe are bound tocometo Gods 
table, his daintics are provided properly for 


ries may worke in them what is wanting, and 
ſtrengthen what is weak. And toconclude, as 
the father of the lunatick child cryed our, Mar. 
9.24.Lord Ibelceve help my wnbeliefe, lo may the 
beſt of usall, when we come tocommunicate, 
call out with teares, Lord I come with know- 
ledge, helpe my want ofknowledge, LordT1 
come with repentance,help my want ofrepen- 
tance. Lord I come with faith, helpe my want 
of faith. Lord I come with loye,help my want 


of love, Lord I come, &c. Var. 


ſuchgueſts, &by his bleſſing theſe holy myſte- | 
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For this cauſe many are weake and ſicke among you, 
and many ſleepe. 


© lght atthis time, there raged and 
JD Ybg! raignedin the Church of Co- 
£-\ rinth, an Epidemicall diſeaſe, 

| and my Apoſtle in my Text 
[ tels them the Fountaine trom 
which it lowed, namely from 
the unprepared, and unreverent receiving of 
the Sacrament. The words containe the pu- 
niſhment, andthe cauſe thereof ; I muſt con- 
feſſe inthe Heraldry of nature , thecauſe is to 
be handled before the effec ; but becauſe the 
puniſhment being theeffe&, diſcovered it felfe 
firſt while the cauſe was yerunknown, we will 
firſt trearthereof, The puniſhment containes 
three ſteps to the Grave. r.Weakneſle.2.Sick- 

| neſle. 3, Temporal dearhcalled fleep. Learne, 
| Godinflifteth not the ſame puniſhment for all, but 
hath wariety of correeFron, In his Quiver ſome 
Arrowes are blunt, ſome ſharpe, and of theſe 
ſome he drawes halfe _ ſome to the head. 
And the Reafon is, becauſe there are divers de- 
| grees of mens ſinnes, ſome ſ{inne out of Igno- 
rance, others out of Knowledge, ſome outof 
Infirmity, others of Preſaumption,fome once, 
| others often , ſome at the ſeducing of others, 
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like the unskiltull Empiricks, who preſcribe | 
the ſame quantity of the ſame reccit at all 
| times, to all ages, tempers and diſcaſes. But 
| wiſely hevaricth his phylick, few ſtrips to thoſe 
that knew not his will , and many ftripes for 
them, who knew his wil,and did it not, Some- | 
| times hee ſhooterh halte canon, weakneſle , | 
ſometime tull canon ficknefle, ſometimes mur- 
thering Peeces,death it ſelte, 

Let us endeavourtoamend, when God lay- 
eth his leaſt judgement upon us, let us humble | 
our ſelves with true Repentance under his 
hand, when hee layeth his /zztle finger upon us, 
leſt wecauſe him to lay his loyzes on us: let us 
be betrered, when he ſcourgeth ws with rods, leſt 
| we give him occaſion to Sting ns with Scor pions, | 
for light puniſhments neglected, wil draw hea- | 
| VIETUPON US, 
| Ler Magiſtrates, and men inauthority mi- 
| tigate or increaſe the puniſhment,according to | 
| the nature of theoffence, Lettherebeas well | 
| the ſtocks for the Drunkard, the houſe of cor- | 
| reion for the idle Drone, the whipforthe 
| petty Laſloner, asthe brand for the fellon,and 
| the Gallowesfor the Murtherer, Let mercy 
| improveit ſelfe, roobtaine, if nota pardon, | 
| yet a lighter puniſhment for thoſe , in vvhoſe | 
; facesare read the performance of preſent ſor- 
| rovv, and promiſe of future amendment, Let 
| ſeverity lay load on their backs, vvhichare 

old 
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old and incorrigable finnes, fo that thereis 
more feare of their perverting others, than 
hope of theirconverting. Then ſhal the gods 
incarth, beliketothe Godin Heaven,and Ma- 
oiſtrates here imitate the patterne , which 
God ſetteth inmy Text, For probable it is, 
that thoſe Corinthians , who are leaſt offen- 
ders in the irreverent receiving of the Sacra- 
ment, were puniſhed with weakneſle, the 
orcater with fickneſſe ; the greateſt of all 
with death temporall , called Skepe in my 
Text. 

The death of the Godly in Scripture lan- 
guage, is often ſtiled ſeepe, And indeed {leepe 
and death arc two twins, fleepe is the elder 
brother, for Adamileptin Paradiſe, but death 
liveth longeſt; for the laſt exemy that ſhall bee 
deſtroyed is death, But ſome will object, was 
Saint Pawl ſo charitably opinioned to theſe 
Corinthians, as to thinke that they, ſome 
wereof were drunken at the receiving of the 
Sacrament, that they ſlept z that is, dyed and 
went to Heaven ? me thinkes ſo ſtrong acha- 
rity argues too weake a judgement: Ianſwer, 
the Apoſtle had perceived in theſe mens lives, 
the ſtrength of unfained piety, and though 
God ſuffered them to fall into afinof ſo high 
a nature, asthis muſt be confeſt to be, yet Saint | 
Paul did Chriſtianly beleeve, that this finneb 
Repcnrance,and faith in Chriſt was pardoned, 
and their ſoulcs eternally ſaved. Letus mea- | 


ſure | 
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ſure theeſtates of men after death, by the rule 
of their lives, and though wee ſceſome com- 
mit grievous finnes , yea ſuch ſinnes for which 
they are brought to exemplary death { per- 
chance by the orderly frocerng of the Law) 
yet withall, if wee ha 

and ſcope of their lives had beene to fear God, 


| thered in the midriffe; but the cauſe of all 


finall eſtate, and that with the Corinthians in 
my Text, they aretallen aſleepe, So much for 
the puniſhment , wee come now to the cauſe, 
For this cauſe many are weake, 

All fickneſſes of the body proceed from the 
ſinne of the ſoule; I am not ignorant tnat the 
Lethurgy arifſeth from the coldneſſe of the 
braine, that the dropfic floweth from wate- 
riſh blood, in an ill afteced Liver, that the 
ſpleen is cauſed from melancholly wind, ga- 


theſe cauſes, the Fountaine of all theſe Foun- 
taines is the ſinne of che ſoule, And not onely 
the finges, which wee have lately committed, 
and ſtill Iye freſh bleeding on our conſciences, 
but even thoſe which wee have commitred 
long agoe, and which proceſle of time hath 
ſince ſcarred over, 106613. 26, For thou _ 
bitter things againſt me , and makeſt me poſſeſſe the 
finnes of my youth, Sothat Tob being gray 1s pu- 
niſhed for ob being greene , Fob in the autumn 
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of hisage, ſmarts for what.he hathdonein the | 
ſpring of his age; and as thoſe which have | 
| M 


becne | 
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knowne, that the drift | 


wee may and mult charitably conceive of their | 
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| £ng the ſmart of it inthcir weak and difeaſed 


bodies. Doe wee then deſire to lead our old 


| or dyet drinke can bce preſcribed, then in 


| 


| 


| which perchance wee ſhall reape twenty 
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beene given to violent exerciſes in their yourh, 
- | when they are old reade the admonitions of 
their former folly in the aches of their bones; | 
ſo they who have prodigally ryored their 


outh out 1n vitious courſes, 1n their old age 


agein health, I know no better preſervative, 


our youth to keepe our ſoules from fin, for 
now weeſow the ſeeds of health or ſickneſle, 


yearcs after, 

But how came Saint Pau! to know that 
this fickneſfe of the Corinthians proceeded 
from the irreverent receiving of the 'Sacra- 
ramus. 7 rom ſithence there were fourother 
grand finnes , which then raigned in their 
Church, cach whereof upon hew and cry, 
might be taken as ſuſpitious, to be the cauſe of 
this diſeaſe. 1. Factious afteting of one Mini- 
ſter above another, to the diſgrace of God and 
the Goſpel , 1 Corinthians ,1. 12. Now this 
1 ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I am of Paul, 
I am of Apollo, Tam of Cephas , andTamof 
Chriſt, 2. Suffering an inceſtuowus perſon hul- 
bz.d to his mother, and ſonne to his wife, to 
live amongſt them without publike penance 
and puniſhment; For though this inceſt; as it 
was committed but by one man , was buta 
particularand perſonal! ſin, yetas it wascon- 

nived 
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nived at, and not puniſhed, it began gangreen- 
like to ſpread, and leaving its nature of perſo- 
nality, it intituled it ſelte ro be a publike gene- 
rallChurch-ſinof the Corinthians, 3, Going 
to law one with another under heathen 
Iudges, 1 Cor.6.1. Dare any of you, having buſines 
againſt another be judged by the unjuſt , and not by 
the Saints ? 4.Denying the ReſurreRion of the 
body, 1 Cor.15. 12. How ſay ſore among you that 
there is no Reſurrettion of the dead ? Sithence 
therefore at the ſame time, the Corinthians 
were guilty of taQtious affecting of their Mi- 
niſters, going to lawunder Pagan Tudges, ſuffe- 
ring an inceſtuous perſontoliveamongſtthem 
unpuniſhed , denying of the ReſurreRion of 
the body z why might not Saint Paw/ thinke, 
that any one, orall of theſe mighthe thecaule 
of this diſcaſe inthe Church of Corinth, as 
well as the irreverent recclving of the Sacra- 
ment f 

Becauſethis ſinne was the ſfinne paramount, 
like Saul, higher then his fellowes, from the ſhoul- 
ders upwards, the qther four fins were fel ony, 
robbing God of his glory ; but the irreverent 
recciving of the Sacrament , was high treaſon 
againſt the perſon of Chriſt,8& ſoagainſt God 
himſelfe, The other for fins were Tetrarchs 
raigningover the Corinthians; but this was as 
Auguſtus the Emperour over the Tetrarchs 
more conſpicuous then any of the reſt. Learn 


may 
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may be pkeaſed graciouſlyto pardon,and _ 
by fiewofan inferior nature and meaner alloy, 
yet he wit not hold them guiltleſs, & letthem 
lick unpuniſhed , who 1rreverently receive 


the body and blood of his Sonne, This ſtentor 
fin ſhouts in Gods cares for revenge. Saint 
Anſelme ſaith,that many diſcaſes that raigne in 
the ſummer ( though Phyſicians may impute 
them to other fecond caulcs ) proceeds from 
peoples irreverent receiving the Sacramentat 
Eaſter, 

Becauſethe Apoſtle perceived ſome reſem- 
blance,betwixt the fin committed, and the pu- 
niſhment inflicted, For as a Phyfician when he 
| comes to his Patient, and finds him ſtrangely 
| affected ,ſothatthe diſeaſe puzlcsalhis rules of 
' artto reduce itto ſome naturall cauſe, then he 
; will be ready to ſuſpe&, that his Patient hath 
eaten ſome poyſon, which hath ſtrangely in- 
| yenomed theeſtate of his body, ſo Saint Pasl 
ſeeing the Corinthians to _ niſhed, witha 
 ſtrangeand unuſuall ſickneſſe (ſomeconceive 
\irwas the plague) preſently ſuſpeRed, that 
| they hadeaten ſome poylenousthing, and on 
' inquiry he finds that it was the Sacrament irre- 
\yerently received: Itbeing juſt with God to 
| rurne that which was appoynted to bee preſer- 
| vatiye for the ſoule, to prove poyſon tothe 
; body, being not received with due prepara- 
| tion, And here I may adyenture upona pro- 
fitable diſcourſe, how a mag in his fickneſſe 
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may come to know the very particular ſin, for 
which God hath inflicted thar ſickneſſe upon 
him, Iris not a meer curioſity, which will at- 
ford the ground work of much good medita- 
tion; noran impoſſibility, though a difficulty 
toarrive at the knowledge of it: Wherefore 
let a man in ſuch a caſe ſummon all his great | 
fins to make a perſonall appearance in his me- 
mory, and not onely thole of the laſt edition, 
butcycnthoſe whoſe impreſſion isalmofſt our 
of the date of his memory, ſuch as were com- 
mitted long agoc in his youth: This done, all 
the matter will bee to find out, which is the 
verieſt ſinne for which God puniſheth him at 
thattimez and here I muſt confeſle my can- 
dels to be but dim, but will light the more of 
them. 

Firſt , ſee to which fin the puniſhment thou 
ſuffereſt, bears the moſt proportion of reſem- 
blance, for God commonly puniſheth like | 
withthe like. Thus one may ſee Gods hand in 
the cutting of one of AdoenibeZecks fingers, he | 
being ſerved,as hee had ſerved 72. Kings. And 
thus King 7oraw, who had cruclly ſlaughtered 
his brethren onaſtone, was troubled with an 
incurable diſcaſe, that his bowels tell out, and ; 
juſt it was that he ſhould have no-bowels, that | 
had no compaſſion, 

2: Sec if thou canſt not find ſome proportion! 2: 
inthe diſproportion, and likenefſe inthe un- 
likenes of ſome fin tothis puniſhment, God oft! 

7 M 3 tines, 
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times puniſhing by the contrary, Thus thoſe 
who out of nicenefſe,and curioſity,have tooke 
more then comes to the ſhare of a corrupt 
creature, are commonly ſent to their graves, 
by ſome naſty and loathſome diſcale , as 
proud Herod, whom the wormes impatient to 
ſtay ſo long, till death had diſhed him for their 
palate, devoured him alive. 

3. Something may be gathered from the place 
or part, wherein thediſcaſe licth; For if it bein 
the eyes, it is probable, its inflifted for the 
ſhooting out of luſttull & laſcivious glances, 
orlooking with envious and covetons ſight on 
the meancs of others, if in the cares, for gi- 
ving audience to wanton ſonnets, or for being 
over credulous in the hearing ill reports of 
others; if in the tongue, for lying, ſwear- 
ing, &c. 

4. See whether Chronology, or the time 
wherein the ſickneſle ſeizethupon thee, will 
not ſomething advantage thee, for the diſco- 
vering the cauſe thereof. Thus as one obſerves, 
the Lord Haſtings was b:headed at London, 
that very ſelte-ſame day twelve-moneth, yea 
the ſame houre, and if curioſity may goe fur- 
ther, the ſame minute, wherein he had conſpi- 
red the death of the Queenes kinredat Pom- 
fret Caltle, 

5, Conſider what fianc it is, for the com- 
mitting whereof-thou haſt conceived the leaſt 
ſorrow, For though wee can neyer beecon- 
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dig nly ſorry for our leaſt finne, yet we may be 
more penitentfor one {inne, than for another, 
and that finne which hath coſt us theſlighteſt 
and ſhalloweſt Repentance, is molt likely to 
be the cauſe of our preſent ſickneſſe, 
6. Hearken chiefly to the Indirement of thy 

conſcience; for when wee hunt after that ſin, 
which cauſeth our diſcaſe, and wee find our 
ſelves to beeither at a loſle,orat a cold ſent, if 
once our conſcience begin to ſpend her open 
mouth, wee may certainely conclude, that the 
game went that way , andthat thatis the ver 
| fin for whichat rhat time wee are puniſhed, 

Thus the Patriarks,Gen.4241 .S4id oxe ts another, 

we hirve verelyſinned againſt our Brother ,inthat we 
ſaw the angniſh of his Pal , where heebeſought us, 

and ivee would not heare , therefore is this evill 
fallen upon us. Reuben did not impute it to the 


——— 


defiling of his Fathers bed,nor 1#dahto his In- 
ceft,nor Simeonand Levi to theirmunhering'of | 
the Shechemites, for theſe were but perſonall | 
finnes, butall joyntly agreed, thatitwas for 
theircruelty totheir Brother, afin whercinall. 
they were equally ingaged, as they were 
equally inwraptinthe puniſhment, 

It by theſe orany other meanes weattaine 
to the knowledge of that particular finne, for 
which weeare puniſhed, let us drownthatſin 
in penitent teares, and inthe blood of our Sa- 
viour; but if we cannot find it our, letus imi. 
tate the example of Herod , Mat.2, Whothat 

he 
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ke might make ſure work to kil our Saviour, 
ſlew all the children in Bethelem, and the 
countrey about ir, from two years old and un- 
 dery aplotprobable to have takeneffet, if 
' heaven had not beene too wiſe for hell, In 
| like manner, letus indifterently, and imparti- 
ally repent forall our fins in generall: it wee 
| know not which was the Beethat ſtung us, 
| let us throw downe the whole Hive, it wee 
know not which was the thorne, that prickt 
us, let us cut downe the whole hedge, and ſo 
wee ſhall bee ſure that finne ſhall not eſcape, 
which hath cauſed our preſent fickneſle, 

Now whereas God might have tumbled 
the Corinthians down into hell-fre, for their 
irreyercnt reccivingof the Sacrament,and yet 
' was pleaſed to inflit on them bodily weake- 
| neſſeand ſickneſle, and death, we learn, 

God oftentimes with his Saints commuteth 
| eternall torments into temporall puniſhments, 
| Heeis thereforeangry in this world, that hee 
| might not be angry in the world tocome, Ez 
miſericorditer adhibet temporalem penam , ne Juſte 
inferat aternam ultionems, It any object,but why 
will God pardon talents, and not tokens, 
pounds, but not pence; and for Chriſts ſake 
torgive, and ſtrike off cternall torment, and 
| yct not crofle the ſcore of temporall puniſh- 
' ment? I anſwer, 1. Tomake us take notice 

that wee have beene offenders. 2. That by 
feclingthe ſmart of what hee inflieth on us, 
we 
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' with us, when hee might juſtly deprive us 


; wee have borne his Arke, if wee can plead 
{any true reference, or relation to Chriſt our 
| Saviour ; God will begracioully pleaſed, not 
| totakeaway our lives, butonely to ſend us to 
'our Axathoth, to confine us to our beds k 
[to keepe us his cloſe Priſoners, and onely 
to deprive us of our, health, pleaſure and 
delight. Let us therefore patiently endure 
'che aking of the teeth ; wee have all deſer- 
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| wee may bee the more ſenſible of his fa- 
your, how much paine he hath forgiven us. 
3+ To make us more wary and watchful | 
'1ntime to come, But farre bee it from us , | 
to conceive that there is any ſatisfactory , | 
'or expiatory power in the afflitions which 
|wee ſuffer, SatisfaRion for finne could not 
/be but once, and once was fully made , 
| when Chriſt offered himſelfe upon the 
| Crofle. 

Let us therefore learne patience under 
| Gods aſflicting hand , when hee layeth 
any ficknefſe upon us. Solomon ſaid to Abia- 
' thar, 1 King. 2. 26. Get thee to Anathoth , to 
' thine owne fields , for thou art worthy of death , 
| but I will not at this time put thee to death, | 
i becauſe thou bareſt the Arke of my Lord God 
| before David my Father : Thus God dealcth 


of our lite , yea of our cternall life , yet if 


ved the gnaſhing of the tecth. Let us pa- 
tiently endure a burning Fever; for wee 
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-terved Hell-fire.: Let us pati- 
-"uure a bodily Conſurnption , for 
"ce have deſerved to bee conſu- 
med, and brought to 
nothing, 
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iPar.2.18, 


But grow in grace, andin the knowledge 
TY our Lord and Saviour, 
leſws Chriſt. 


== Hiloſophers make a 
F| double growth, One 
lf per aggregationen ma- 
A trie, by gayning of 
more matter : Thus 
Rivers grow by the 
accefſionof tributary 
RIFE [| Brooks ; heaps of 
_ ——=d Conc waxc grcatcr 
by the addition of more graine; and thus 
ſtones grow, as ſome would haveit, though 
this more properly bee termed anaugmenta- | 
N 2 tion, 
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Growth in Grace, 
tion,or increaſe then a growth. The other per 
intro reception:m nutrimenti,by receiving of nou- 
riſhment within, as plants, beaſts, and men 
grow, Of thc lartergrowth, wee underſtand 
the Apoſtle in the Text, and will proſecute 
the Metaphor of the growth of vegetables, as 
that which the Holy Spirit ſecmes molt to ta- 
vour, and intend inthele expreſſions, 

2. Here is one thing preſuppoled in the text, & 
laid down fora foundation;namecly, that thoſe 
to whom S. Peter writes, were already rooted 
ingrace 8& goodneſs, There muſt be an Ynit at 
leaſt, beforeany multiplication, a Bgſis before 
any building uponit: no doubtthey were ſuch 
as to whom S. Paul writes, Eph. 3. 18, « &yany 
"eppiLonty:1. Bring rooted and grounded in love, ſuch 
as the Coloſyans were, Col.2.7. Rooted in Chriſt, 
| and eftabliſhed in faith. And ſuch Itruſt you 


'are, to whom my diſcourſe is directed , or 


elieit were in vaine for me,orany to give you 
ioſtruions for Growth in Grace. 

3. Bur why is ir ſaid in the Text, firſt i» 
| Grace, and then in Knowledge this ſeemesto be 
| aN T5toy Tfertpoy, the Lanthorne 1s togo firſt, 


Knowledge is tobe the Vſher of Grace,infor- ' 


mation inthe underſtanding muſt goe before | 


reformation inthe will and afteRions, 
I could anſwer, the holySpirit is no whitcurt- 
ous in mar{halling theſe graces, which he put- 


| 


teth firſt, they needno nerauld to ſhewtheir pe- 
digrce,w<cb wil not fal out for precedency. Bur 
to the point,their isa two-fold knowledge,one 
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recedent grace,as diſpoſingonetherto, & ma- 
Ling capable therof,the other ſubſequent, & is | 
ancffect therof, & a rewardof it through Gods | 
{ mercy. Theſe that have gracious hearts dodai- | 
ly better, & improve their knowledge, inmat- 
j ters of falvari6, & ſome herein arriveat a great | 
heigth,as David, Pſa. 119. 99. I have more under- | 
ſtanaing than al my teachers, for thy teſtimonies are | 
my meditations, 4 However ſee the Apoſtle puts | 
grace & Knowledge together , What God bath | 
Joyned,let no man put aſunder, We rault grow ac-| 
cording to both dementfions,both in heigth,in | 
knowledge, 8 in bredth, in picty, both in head | 
and in heart, both in ſpeculationand pradiile, | 
we muſt notall run upinheigth, likean Hop- | 
ole,bur alſo burniſh, 8 ſpread in bredth,then | 
Hall we be wel proportioned and compleat, | 
and indeed practiſe without knowledge is | 
blind,and knowledge without practiſe is lame. | 
5. Three things are required to make a plant ' 
to grow, firſt that ithath lite withinit, Thus | 
the Chriſtian muſt have in his ſoul a quickning | 
vivitying faith. Secondly itmuſt be watered in 
a man withrhe dew of Gods Word, 1ſa.55.10. | 
| For as the rain commeth down , axdthe ſnow from 
beaven,and reterneth not thither , but wateret 5 the | 
earth,and maketh it bring forth and bud that it may 
give ſeed tothe ſower, and bread to the eater , ſo fhat | 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth, Cc. | 
And the ſame allegory is followed by Moſes, | 
Dent. 32.2, My doftrine ſhal arop as the rain, my 
peech ſhal d:ſtil as the dew ,as the ſmalrain upon the | 
I render herb, C3 4s the ſhowers wpon the graſs, Third- 
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Thirdly,the bleſſing of God is 9 rg 
out which both the formerare nothing worth, 
Paul may plant, and Apollo may water , but God gi- 
veth the increaſe. It was obſerved of Malter 
Greenham, that painctull and zealous Preacher 
.of Gods Word; thatthough hee was very in- 
duſtrious in hiscalling, yerhis people ſtill re- 
mayned moſt ignorant andas one faith, 


Greenham had Paſtares green, 
But ſheepefullleane, 


Sotrueitis, that Gods bleſſing is the Key 
of the worke, without which all is bur la- 
bour in vaine. 

6. Now wee may take notice of two re- 
markeables inthe growth of a Chriſtian, Firſt 
plants have their "axwy, their bounds , bothin 
heigth and bredth ſet by nature: (Hither ſhalt 
thou come and no further) to which when 
they have attayned they grow down-ward, 
and waxclefle; yeaallſublunary things, Ha- 
bent ſuos terminos , quo cum venerint ſiſtuut retro- 
cedunt runus, But growth in greceadmits of no 
ſuch period, but ſtill there 1s Plas w/tra: What 
Saint Paxl ſaith, Pray continsally , rejoyee ever- 
wore, 1 Theſſ. 5. 17. is as true of ritual 
growth, grow continually, encreaſe ever- 
more, never ſtop nor ſtay in grace, till thou 
| commeſt to glory. Secondly , trees doteas 
wellas men 1n their old age; yea then they 
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are barren, and bring forth little or no fruity | 
whereas Chriſtians onthe contrary, Pſal. g2, | 
13.14. That bee planted inthe houſe of the Lord, | 
ſhall flouriſh is the. Court 'of our God, they ſhall | 
fill bring forth fruit in old age : They ſhall be fat 
and flouriſhing, Like wire, they are beſt when | 
| they are oldeſt ; like Caleb, able and ative | 
men, even at four-ſcore years of age, 
7. Come wee now to ſet downe thoſe 
things, which doeeither in part hinder, orin 
whole deſtroy mens youn in Grace, For | 


{ fold: firſt the blighung or blaſting of acon- 


the firſt let u$take heed of Swckers in our ſoule, 
ſuch ſuperfluous excremencall ſprigs , which 
like ſo many theeves, ſtealeaway the nouriſh- 
ment, which ſhould maintaine the tree, B 
theſe Suckers we may underſtand thoſe felon- 
ous avocations of worldly employments, 
which either out of ſeaſon, or out of; 
meaſure , buſie our ſoules in carthly things, | 
when they ſhould bee employed in heavenly 
matters. The onely way to preventthis mil- | 
chiefe, is to'prune and cut off rhele Suckers, | 
and ſpeedily to ſtop up theſe Emiſlaries , by | 
out-lers and privateſluces , leſt they drain dry 
the very main channel! of grace in our hearts, 
8. As fordeſtroyers of grace it is two- 


| 


{cience-waſting finne: Thus drunkennefleand | 
Inceſtdeſtroyed grace in Zoe for that very in- 
ſant,till hee recovered bimſclfte againe by un- 


fained repentance, Secondly, the drowth, 
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| and ſcorching heat of perſecution, How pro- 
| miſing aPlant £ what a ſhoot in Goodneſle 
| did he give on a ſudden, who faid to our Sa- 
| viour, Ataſter I will follow thee whether ſacver 
' thou goeſt ? But how quickly was he withered 
: with one ſcorching beame, when Chriſt told 
him, how hard ſervice he muſt undergoe ? 
| 9 Obſcrve by the way: There is a double 
| rooting in Grace,the one a ſound and ſure one, 
{ the other but ſhallow and ſuperficiall : The 
former rooting belongs to the Saints of God, 
and theſe though they may bee blighted with 
| finne, or ſcorched with perſecution, yet ſtill as 
| Imay ſay, there is a ſecret ſprig ot lite in the 
| root, though in outward appearance , the 
leaves and bowes may ſceme quite dead , and 
in Gods due time they grow out of their ſzns 
| by repentance, out of thcirafflitions by pati- 
| ence, Letus therefore take heed of being too 
| tyrannicall, in paſſing ſentence of condemna- 
tion upon them betore the time, Scotzes that 
tamous Schoole-man being ina ſtrong fit ofan 
Apoplexy, was by the crucll kindnefſe of his 
| over offictous friends, buried before he was 
| dead. Many over haſty intheiruncharitable 
| cenſures, ſeeing ane fallen into a finne, bury 
him alive in their judgements, counting hima 
Caſt-away and Reprobate, when by Gods 
mercy, and his owne repentance he may reco- 
veragaine, as ſtill retaining in his heart ſome 
ſparkes of ſpirituall lite, As for the wicked, 
| -. which 
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which have onely a ſuperficiall hold in grace, 
ratherſticked than rooted init; wee fee what 
our Saviour ſaith of them, Mar. 13.4. And 
forthwith they ſprung up, becauſe they had no deepe- 
neſſe of earth, and when the ſunne was up they were 


away, They were quitedryed up, and here | 
made fuell for hell, never recovering them- 
ſelves any more; whereas the godly , though 
they ſeeme dead inthe winter, they may grow 
againe next ſpring, 

10. This Doctrine if applycd, ſerves to 
confute many : Firſt, thoſe that grow back- 
ward in grace, and are worle now, thenthey 
were ſeven yeares before, like the Galatians, 
Ton haverunwell , who hindred you ? Secondly, 
thoſe who ſtand ſtill in goodneſle, like thoſe 
women, whereof the Apoſtle complayreth, 
that they were Ever learing , and wever come to 
the knowledge of the trath, Thirdly, thoſe that 
grow, bur not proportionably to the long 
time, wherein they have beene planted, the far 
ſoyle whercin they have beenetet, The long 
time wherein they have beeneplanted, Heb, 5. 
12. For when for the time yee ought to bee 
teachers , you have need that one teach you againe, 
which be the firſt principles of the Oracles of God, 
and are become ſuch as have need of milke , and nit 
of fironzmeat, The fatnefle of the ſoyle wher- 
in they have beene ſet, andplenty of water 


powred on them , and herein no countrey 


ſcorched, and becanſe they had ot root they withered | 
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| comes necere to Ours; and therefore wee are 
| moſt unexcuſable, if wee grow not in grace. 
| Out-landiſh men call our. Jland the Rainy 
land, becauſe wee have ſuch plenty therof, 
ariſing of the ſtore of vapours., from the vici- 
[nity of the ſea, Theycall italſothe Ringing 
'Vand, becauſe it hath bels, ſo many and ſo 
'tuncable;Lam ſure withour flattering it maybe 
thus called in an higher ſenſe, the dewof Gods 
'Word is no where powred more plentifully, 
and we have(God increaſethetr number)many 
and melodious bels, tuneable amongſt rhem- 
{celves, and lond-ſounding the Word of God 
[to others: Moſt heavie therefore will beour 
account, it wee yeeld nor ſome proportiona- 
' ble growth in g1ace, to theſe greatracans God 
affords us. 

| 11 Now incxamining themſelves, Ifind 
three ſorts of men to be deceived. Someac- 
' count themſelves to be growne ingrace wheh 
| theyare not : others c! ceme themliclves to be 
not growne, whenthey are. Of the former | 
' fome account themſelves to bee improved 
in goodnefſe , when God takes from them 
the ability ro commit finne they had for- 
| merly. An old man faith, Ithanke God Iam 
' growne In grace: well, how ſhall this ap- 
| peare © Thus, faith the old man: Twenty 
| yeares agoc I was given to luſt and wanton- 
; nefſe, now I haye left it. Alas hee puts a 
\fallacy on his owne ſoulez forthe finne 


hath. 
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bath left him, his moyſtureis ſpent, his lieate 
abated, and hee diſabled from performing| 
the taske of wickedneſſe, So the Prodi- 

all, who hath ſpent his cſtate, hugs him- 
Fife in his owne happineſſe, that now hee 
is growne in grace ; becauſe hee hath left 
Vanity in clothes, Curioſity in dyet, Excel: | 
Qveneſſe in gaming; when alas needs muſt ' 
the fire goe our; when the fuell is aken, 
away; heis not growne in grace, but decreaſed 
ineſtate. Others conſtrue it to be growth of 
grace in themſclves, when only God takes a- 
way fromthem the temptationstoſinne., Hee 
that living in a populous place was given to 
drunkenneſſe, who now beingretyred toa pri- 
vate Village,takes himſeltero bee turned very 
ſober. Alas,it is nothce that is altered , but his 
place,he wanteth now(a want with gain acrue 
of bad good fellowes to ſolicitehimto the ta- 
[vermey but had he the ſame tempration, let 
him examine himſclfe, whether he would nor 
be as bad, as ever hee was before, 

A third-ſort count themſclves, growne 
in grace, whentbey have notlett, bur onely 
exchanged theirfin; and perchance a lefſe for 
a greater : Thou that abhorreſt Idels , committoft 
' thou ſacriledge? Rem.2.y0me thinke themſclves 
improyed in picty, becauſe they left. prodiga- 
lity, and rcele into Coverouſneſſe: {ett Pro- 
faneneſſe , and fallen into ſpirituall Pride, 
or pceviſth affeting of our-fide holineſle, | 
| O 2 Thus 
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Thus like the Sea , what they looſe in one 


| 


| 
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place, they gaine in another, and are no whit 
grownce in Grace, 

12. Others conceive themſelyes not to bee 
|orowne ingrace when they are grownez and 
that in thelc tourecaſes, Firſt ſometimes they 
'thinke that they have leſſe grace now, than 
they had {even yearesagoe, becauſe they are 
| more {cnſible of their badneſſe, They daily 
ſee and grieve to ſee how ſpirituall the Law 
'of God1s, and how carnall they are; how 
; they ftane both againſt Gods will , andtheir 
| 9wwne,, and ſorrow after their finne, and finne 
 afterthcir ſorrow, This makes many miſtake 
' themlclves, to be worſethan they have beene 
| formerly z whereas indeed the fick-man be. 
| £ins tO amend, when hee begins to feels his 
| PULNE, 

13, Many thinke themſelves to have lefſe | 
ſaving Knowledgenow,than they hadat their 
grit converſion; both becauſe (as we ſaid be- 
tore of Grace) they arenow more ſenſible of 
| their ignorance z and becauſe their know- 
icdge at their firſt converſion ſeemed a great 
| deale, which fince ſcemethnot increaſt, becauſe 
increaſt infenſibly, and by unappcaring de- 
orces, One that hath lived all his lifetime in} 
ho moſt darke Dungeon, andat laſt is brought 

out butinto the twi-light, more admires at the 
clearnefle and brightneſle thereof, than hee 


will wonder amoneth after at the ſun at noon- 
day 
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ledge which hee receiveth afterwards, 
14. Some thinke they have keffe grace now, 
| than they had fome yeares fince, becauſe a 
great meaſure of grace ſceimes but little to 
him that defires more, As in worldly wealth, 
Creſcit amor nummi quantum ipſa pecunia creſcit x 
Sois there an holy, heavenly, and laudable 
covetoutneſle of grace, which deceives theeye 
of the ſoule, and makesa greatdeale of good- 
neſle ſeeme but a little, 
15 Many thinke they aregrownelcſſe and 
weaker in grace, when indeed they are aſſaul- 


converted , God proportioned the weight to 
| the weaknefſe of hy {ouldiers, bound upthe 
Devill, that hee ſhould ſet upon thee with no 
more force, than thou conldeſt reſiſt and ſub- 
due. Now thou haſt gottena greater ſtock of 
| O 3; grace 


day. - So a Chriftian newly regenerated, and 
brought out of thedarke ſtate of nature, into | 
the life of grace, is more apprehenſive at the 
firſt illumination, of the knowledge hee re- 
ceives, than of farre greater degrees of know- 


ted with ſtronger t:mprations, One faith ſe- | 
ven years ſince, I vanquiſhed ſuch temprati- [ 
ons, asat this day foyle me; therefore ſurely | 
I. am decreaſed in grace. Non ſequitur , for | 
though it be the ſame tempration in kind , it | 
may not be the ſame in degree and ſtrength, 
thou maycft ſtill beas valiant, yetthy enemies | 
may conquer thee , as affaulting thee with | 
more force and fury: when thou wert newly | 


en 
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| the worſe, butthe better Chriſtian, though he 


orace,God ſuffers thedevilto bufferthee with 
orcaterblows. 


O . * . 
16 Some thinke grace is leſſe in them now 
| than it was at their firſt conyerfion, becauſe [4 
| they find not intheir ſouls, ſuch violent flaſhes, [1 


rious raptures of goodnefle , and flaſhes of 
grace and heavenly illumination: Bur let them 
icriouſly conſider, that theſe raptures which 
they then had,and now complaine they want, | 
were but firs ſhort and ſudden, Nimbus erat, cito | 


ſuch ſtrong impetuous (I hadalmoſt faid) tu- 


preterijt , not ſetled and conſtant, but ſuch as 
quickly ſpent themſclves with their own vio- 
lence : Whereas grace in them now may bee 
more ſolid, reduced, digeſted, and concocted : 
Bos laſſus fortizes figit pedem , more {low , but 
| morc {ure leflc violent, but more conſtant, 
| though grace be not {othicke at onetime, yet 

now 1t 15 beaten and hammered out. to bee 
| broaderand longer, yeal mightadde alſo, it 
| 15 MOre pure and refined : This we may lcein | 
| Saint Peter , when hee was a young manina 
| bravery, he would walk on the water, yea and 
ſodaring was hee in his promiſes ; Thongh all 
| forſake thee, yet will not T : But afterwards 1n his 
| old age hee was not ſo boldand daring , expe- 
| rience had not only corrected the ranknefle of 
| his Spirit,butalſo in ſome ſort quenched,ſure- 
| Iy rempered the flaſhes of his zeale for the ad- 
| vcnturoulſneſle of it; yet was he nevera whit 
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vvould anſwer the ſpur when need required, | 
and not flinch for perſecution, when ;uf OCCa- | 
| fton vvas offered , as at laſt hee ſuffered mar- 
| ryrdome glorioufly for Chriſt. 
17 Toconclude ; Grace in the good Thiefe| 

on the Crofle,like /oyah's Gourd, grew up pre- 
| ſently,for kee was an extraordinary example; | 
but in us iris like the growth of an Oak, flow 
| and inſenfible; ſothat wee may ſooner find it 
| creviſſe,then creſcere, it muſt therefore bee our | 
daily raskeallthe dayes of our lives; to which | 
end let us remember to pray to God for his | 
bleſſing on us: our Saviour ſlirh, Matth,6.27. 
Which of you by taking care is able to. 1de one cubit 
unto his ſtature inthe corporallgrowth 2 Much | 
leſſeable are wee in the ſpirituall growth, to | 
adde one inch or haires bredth to the heigthof | 

our ſoules. Then vvhat yvas pride inthe 

Builders of Babel, vvill be picty inus, 

| to mount and raiſe our ſoules ſo 
| high, till cheropot them ſhal 


reach to Heaven, 
Amen. 
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And Naomi ſaid,behgld thy ſiſter in Law # gone 
| bucke wnto her people, and unto her gods yeturne 


thaw afier thy fifter in Law, 


| N theſe words Name | 
ſcekes to perſwade | 
Authto h_—_ al- 
leaging rhe example 
of rt. whoas ſhe 
faith was gone beck vo | 
her people, and to her 
gods; where firſt wee 
| find that all the Hea- 
then, and the Moabites amongſt the reſt did 
notacknowledge one true God, but were the 


P wor- | 
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| Worſhippers of many gods, for they made 
every attribute of God to be adiſtin@ Deity, 
{Thus inſtead of that attribute, the wiſedome 
| of God , they fained Apollothe God of wile- 
| dome in ſtcad of the power of God, they | 
|made Mrs the God of power, inſtead of that 

admirable beauty of God, they had Yexw the | 
| Goddeſle of beauty : But no one: attribute 
was ſo much abuſed, as Gods Providence. For 
the Heathen ſuppoſing, that the whole world, 
and all the creatures therein was too great a | 
Dioceſe to bee daily viſited by one, andthe 
(ſame Deity ; they therefore aſfigned ſundry 
|gods to ſeverall creatures. Thus Gods Provi- 
dence in ruling the raging of the ſeas, was 
counted Nepruxe; inſtilling theroaring wind 
| A9lus in commanding the powers of Hell 
' Plato, yea ſheephad their Pan, and Gardens 
| their Pomona, the Heathens then being as fruit- 
full in faigning of gods, as the Papiſts ſince in 
' making of Saints, 
| Now becauſe Naom uſed the example of 
| Orpah, asa motive to worke upon Rmh to re- 
'turne; wee gather from thence: Examples of 
others ſet betore oureyes,are very potent and 
| prevalent Arguments, tomake us followand 
[1mitate them , whether they bee goodexam- 
| ples, ſothe forwardneſſe of the Corinthians 
| to belceve the Iewes, provoked many: orwhe- 
| ther they be bad , ſo the diſſembling of Petey 
at Antioch,Drew Barnabas and others into the ſame 
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I are tobe followed. 


| fault : But thoſe examples of all others are 
moſt forcible with us, whichare ſer by ſuch 
who are neer to us by kindred, or gracious 
with us in friendſhip, or great over us in 
power, 


| Let men ineminent places, as Magiſtrates, | 


'Miniſters, Fathers, Maſters, ( ſo that others | 
[love to dance after their Pipe, to fing after 
| their Muſick, to tread after theirtra&t) endea- 
| your to propound themſelves examples of pi- 
cy, and religion to thoſe that be under them, 
| When wee ſce any good cxample pro- 
pounded unto us, let us ſtrive withall poſſible 
| ſpced to imitate it : what adcale of ſtirre is 
| there in the world for civill precedency and 
priority , every one defires to march in the 
Forc-front, andthinkes it a ſhametocome lag- 
ing in the Rear-ward, Oh that there were ſuch 
an holy ambition, and heavenly emulation in 
our hcarts,thatas Peter and 1ohn ran arace, who 
ſhould come firſt to: the grave of our Saviour, 
ſo men would contend, who ſhould firſt attain 
ro true mortification; and when we ſeea good 
example ſet before us, letus imitate it, thoughit 
be in one, which in outward reſpedts is far our 
inferior:ſhal not our Maſters be aſhamed,to fee 


(behind them, in piety towards Heaven to goe 


that their men, whoſe place on earth is to come 


before them 2 ſhall nor the Husband Wfiuſh 
roſce his Wife, which is the weaker veſſel! 


in nature , the ſtronger veſlcll in grace « | 
P 2 ſhall 
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; ſhall not theclder Brother dye his cheeks with 
thecolour of vertue, to ſee his younger Bro- 
ther, who was laſt borne, rh reborne by 
faith , and che Holy Ghoſt:? yet let him nor 
therctore envie his Brother, as Caindid Abel, 
let him not beangry with his Brother, becauſe 
hee is better than himſclte, but let him be an- 
ory with himſclfe, becauſe hee is worſe than 
his brother, let him turne all his malice into 
imitation, all his fretting at him into follow- 
ing of him, Say unto him , as GehaF7 did of 
Naaman; As the Lord liveth I will run after hins : 
' and although thou canſt not over-run him,nor 
| as yet over-looke him, yet give not overto 
| run with him, follow him, though notas 47s- 
| :{did Abner , hard atthe heeles; yet as Peter 
| did our Saviour , 4 farre off; that though the 
more ſlowly, yet as ſurely thou mayeſt come 
ro Heaven, and though thou wert ſhort of 
him while hee lived,inthe race, yetthou ſhalt 
be cyen with him when thou art dead, atthe 
Mark. 
| Whecnany bad cxample is preſented-unto| 
us, let us declineand deteſt it, though the men, 
be never ſo many, orſodeareuntous, Imitate 
| Micazah, 1 King.22. to whom when the Mcſ- 
ſenger ſent to ferch him, ſaid , Bobold now the 
| »ards of rhe Prophets , declare goed unto the King 
ith one month , let thy Word therefere F pray thee 
be like ro one of them ;, Micaiah mh As the 
| Lord liveth, whatſorver rhe Lord ſaith wntome,thut 
will; 


| 


I—— 
— 


——— —w »” — —_ —_— 


"I 


, OO SE@Q—_—_ ——-— —- - © 


| arero be folloned. =P | 1079 


will I ſpeake, It they be never ſo deareunto us, 
wee muſt not follow their bad practiſe : ſo 
muſt the ſonne pleaſe him that begot him, that 
hee doth not diſpleaſe him that created him 
fo mult the wife hollow him that married her, 
that ſhe doth not offend him that made her, 
| wherefore as Samſon, though bound with new 
cords ſnapt them aſunder, as tow when it feel- 
eththe fire , ſo rather then we ſhould be led by 
the lewd examples of thoſe, that be neere and 
dearcunto us, letus breake in peecesalltheir 
engagements, relations whatſoever, 

Now herc it will be a labour , worthy diſ- 
courſe, to confider how farrethe examples, 
eycn of good men inthe Bibleareto bee fol- 
lowed. For asall cxamples have agreat influ- 
cacc on the praiſe of the Beholders, ſocſpe- 
cially the deeds of good men regiſtred in the 
Scripture (the Kalender of Eternity) arcmoſt 
attractive of imitation. 


Wee find in Holy Writ nine ſeverall kinds 
of cxamplcs. Firſt 4#5on5 extrawrdimery , the 
doers whereof had pecularftreagth , and diſ- 
penſation frem God to doc them. Thus Ph;- 
*s in an heavenly fury killed CoJ& and. 
Zimri;Sanſou{lew himicltc,and the Philiftims 
in the Temple of Dapon, Ee cauſed fire to 
deſcend onthe two Captaines of fifties ; Eliſha 
curſed the children, the children of Bethel. 

Theſcare written for our inftrution,norfar 
our ixoitation, if with E/ſbechoucanſt make a 
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| Bridge over. Iordan with thy cloake ., if 
[ with him thou canſt raiſe dead children., 
[then it is lawfull for thee, with Z/;/ha to curſe 
| thy enemies, If rhoucanſt notimitate him in 
| the one,pretendnorto follow him intheocher, 
| When men propound ſuch examples for 
| their practiſe, what is ſaid is imputcd to 
| Phineas for righteouſneſſe, will bee impu- 
| ted rous for Iniquity, it being private men 
by a Commfſion of our ownepenning, wee 
| uſurpe the Sword of Iuſtice to puniſh Male- 
| factors, 
| Adtions founded in the ceremniall Law as Abra- 
| hams Circumcifing of 1/446 , HeFekiahs cating 
| the Paſſcover , Sulemons offering of facrifi- 
| CES,&C, 
Vſcof them, |} Wearetobe thankful to God,that theſe ſha- 
| dow- in Chriſt the ſubſtanceare taken away. 
| Letus not therefore ſupecrſtitioully faine, that 
| the ghoſts of thele Ceremonies may ſtil walk, 


Abuſc of 
them. 


Second ſort, 


which long ſince were buried inChriſts grave, 
Abuſe of By thoſe who ſtill retaine them, Exccllently 
them, Tenatins , Epiſt, ad Magneſios , 3 >p xpictanic- 


| wor *&x tow isdaiopes. Yea, wee mult forteit the 
| nameof Chriſtians, if we ſtill retaine ſuch old 
Rites, Let thoſe who are admitted in the 
Colledgeof grace, diſdaine any longer to goe 
to the ſchoole of the Ceremoniall Law, which 
truly may bee called the Schoole of Tyrax- 
BMC, 

Third fore. | AfFions which are founded in +he Indiciall 
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Law , as puniſhing theft with © foure-fold 
Reſtitution , putting of Adulterers todeath, 
and- raiſing up ſeed to the Brother, &c. 

Theſe oblige men, to obſerve them {ſo | Vie of them, 
| farre, as they have inthem any taſte ortin- 
[ure of a Morall Law; and as they beare| 
| proportion with. thoſe Statutes , by which 
| every particular Countrey is governed. 
| For the Iudiciall Law: was by. God cal- 
culated alone , for the clevation , of - the 
Iewiſh Common-wealth, - It ſuted onely 
with the body of. their ſtate , and will| 
not fit any other Common-wealth , ex- 
cept it. be equall to Iudea inall Dimenſions. 
I meane in climate, nature .of - the ſoyle , | 
diſpoſition of the people , quality of the 
bordering Neighbours, and many other parti- | 
culars, amongſt. which the very leaſt is coſfide- 
rable, 

When men out of an over Imitative- | 
neſſe of Holy Preſidents, ſeekto conforme 
all Countries to Iewiſh-: Lawes, That 
muſt needs breake , which is ſtretched ſut- | 
ther, than :God- intended. it,. -. They | may | 
ſooner. make. Saw/y, Armour fit David , 
and  Davids- Sling-and: Scrip. become Saw, 
then the particular Statutes of one Coun- 
trey, adequately ,- tocomply with another. 

, A(Fi0ps founded in #0 Law at all , . but Fourth ſort. 
onely in av ancient Cuflome , by God win- 
ked. and connived at ; . yea..; tolcrated 

at 


Abuſe of 


theme 


— — 


— — —— 


—— 


. — 


uo | 


How far | Examples 


Fr. 


Abuſe of 


them, 


Fitch ſort, 


at the leaſt wiſc not openly forbidden in pre- 


| Actors of them thercin did offend or no: ſo 


| 


cept, or puniſhed in practiſe. As Paligamy,inthe 
> having many wives. Indeed when 
God firſt made the large volume of the world, 
andall creatures therein, and ſet it forth , Cum 
regali privilegio , Behold all any therein were 
very good , hee made one Eve torone Adam, 
Poligamy is an Erratuen , and needs att Index ex- 
purgatorias, being Crept in, being more than 
what was in the maiden coppy: It was the 
Creature of Leawech, no worke of God. 

Wearchereinto wonder at, and prailc the 
goodneflic of God, who was pleaſed herein ro 
winke at the faults of his deare Saints, and to 
paſſe by their frailty herein, becauſethey lived 
ina darke age, wherein his picaſure was not ſo 
plaincly manifeſted, 

If any inthis bright ſun-ſhine of the Go-» 
ſpel, pretend as a plcafortheir luſt, to follow 
their example. 

Dowbtfull examples, which may ſobetermed, 
becauſe it 15 difficult to decide, whether the 
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that ſhould a Iury of learned Writers:/be em- 
pannelled to paſſe their yerdi upon'them, 
they would bce puzzelled, whether co con- 
demge oracquitthem, and at laſt be forced to 
find it an Iguoramw. As whether David did | 
wellro diflemblc hiniſclfe frantick , thereby | 
tocſcaperbecruclty of Ashifb, King of Garh. 
Whether Hufbes did well , in counterfeiting 


with 


—_—___ _ ——_——— 


<r_- ——_—— - —_ — 
Wy 


x bh. © 


OO ————— 


are tobe followed. | 111 
"ORE , > 
with Abſolow , or whether therein hee; 
did not make Heaven ro bow too much 
to carth , I meane Policie to entrench 
upon Picty ; and ſo in this at was fo 
oood a Statc{-man , that hee was a bad | 
| man, 
Let us not meddle with imitation of theſe | vg; oc them, 
ations, thatate ſo full of difficulty and dan- 
ger, thatour judgements therein may caſily 
bee deceived : The ſonnes of BarFtlhlai, E7r.2.63: 
Becauſe their Genealogies were dowbtfull and uncer- 
taine, were put by the Priefl-hood , till « Prieff 
ſhould riſe up with Yrim and Thummim , by 
which wee may underſtand ſome eſpecial! 
manamongſt them, who by Gods Spirit might 
beable to decide the controverſies, which 
were queſtioned in their pedigrees. Solctus 
refraine from following theſe doubtfull 
examples , till ( which in this world is 
[not likely to bee) there ariſe an infallible 
Iudge , which can determine in theſe 
particulars, whether theſe ations were well 
done or no. 
By ſuch who though they have roome | Abuſtos | 
enough beſides, yet delight to walke on | "+ 
2 narrow Banke , ncere the Sea, and have 
an itch to imitate theſe doubtfull. Exam- | 
ples, whercin there is great dangerof miſ- 
carrying. 
| Mixt examples which containe in them a |Sixth ſore, 


| doublca&on , the onegood, and the other 
bad 
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bad, ſocloſely couched together, that itis 
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a very hard thing to ſever tkem, Thus in 
theunjuſt Steward, there was his wiſedome 
to provide for himſelfe, which God doth 
commend , and his wickedneſſe , to purloyne 
from his Maſter , which God cannot but con- 
|demne. Thus inthe Hebrew Midwives, Exod.1, 
| when they told the lye, there was in them, 
| Fides mentis , & fallacia mentientis , the faith- 
| fulneſſe of their love to their Countrey- 
; men, and thefalſeneſſe of their lying to Pha- | 
| ra0h, 
| Bchold, here is wiſedome, and let the man 
that hath underſtanding, diſcreetly divide be- 
| twixt the Gold and the Drofſe, the Wheat 
| andthe Chaffe ; what hee is to follow and 
imitate, and what ro ſhun and avoyd. Inthe 
| firſt yeare of the raigne of Queene EliJa- 
beth , rhe ſtudents of Chriſt-Church in Ox- 
ford, buried the bones of Peter Martyrs wite 
|in the ſarue Cofhn, with the aſhes of Fridf- 
| wick a Popiſh] Saint, to this intent, thar if 
| Popery, ( which God forbid ) ſhould ever 
after over ſpread this land, Papiſts ſhould bee 
puzled to part the aſhes of a ſappoſed Here- 
tike, from one of their canomized Saints, 
Thus in ſome actions of Gods Saints in the! 
| Bible, which are of a mixt nature; wicked- 
/ nefle doth {o inſenſibly unite and incorporate 
{it {clfe with that that is good , that ir is 
| very difficult to ſever and divide them 
. With- 
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_ {curſed by cob, as a moſt hainous and horri- 


are to be folloned, 


withoutaſound , and well adviſed Iudge- 
menr, 

Inſuchas leave what is good , take whatis 
bad, follow what is to bee ſhunned, ſhunne 
what is to bee followed. 

Attions abſolutely bad, ſo that nocharitable 
Comment can bee faſtned upon them, except 
wee will incurre the Prophets curſe and 
woe, To call good evill, and evill good; ſuch 
were the Drunkenneſſe of Noah, the Inceſt 
of Lot, the lying of Abraham, the ſwearing 
of Toſeph , the Adultery of David, the De- 
niall of Peter. 

Lerus reade in them firſt a LeAure of our 
owne Infirmity : who dare warrant his Ar- 
mour for proofe , when Davids was ſhort 
through £ Sccondly, let us admire and laud 
Gods mercy , who pardoned and reſtored 
theſe men on their unfained Repentance, 
Laſtly, let us not deſpaire of pardon our 
ſelycs , if through Infirmity over taken, 
God in like manner is *mercifull to forgive 
us, 

Whenmen either make theſe their patterns, 
by which they fin, or after their finning 
alledge them for their excuſe and defence. 


Abvſe of 


them, 


Seventh ſort, 


Vicof them, 


Abuſe of 
them, 


Thus Judith did, Iudithg. 2. For whereas that 
murder, which Sizeox and Levi did com- 
| mit uponthe Shechemites, Gep. 34.12, was 


ble finne z yer ſhee propounds it as an he- 
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roick a&, and the unworthy Preſident for 
her imitation : O Lord God of my Father 
Simeon , ts whom thou gaveſt the Sword to 
' take wvenzeance 08 the flrangers , which ope- 


| ned the wombe of a Maid , and defiled her, oc, 


| 

|Well, if the Arme of 1#sdith had beene as 
; ' weakeas her judgement was herein, I ſhould 
| | ſcarce belecve, that ſhee ever cut off the head 
' ' of Holophernes, 

| Ei-kth Cort. | Aitions which are oncly good, as they are quali- 


| | fied with ſuch a circunsſtance , as Davids cating 
| the Shew-bread in a cale of abſolute neceſſity , 
; which otherwiſe. was provided for the 
| 'Prieſts alone, Such are the doing of ſer- 
| vile workes on the Lords day, when in 
[Calc of neceſſity they leave off to bee 
| Opera ſervilia , and become opera miſericer- 
| A1ts 

Let us bee ſure, that in imitating of 
theſe, to have the ſame qualifying circum- 
[ſtance, without which otherwiſe the deed is 

impious and damnablc, 

Abuſe of In thoſe which imitate the example with- 
ag out any heeding , that they are ſo quali- 
fied, as the aRtionrequires, 
Niah fort. | The ninth and laſt fort remaines, and 
ſuch are thoſe, which are eminently good; 


Vie of them, 


yy 


Moſes, the Valour of Jsſhus, the Sincerity 
of Samet , the plaine Dealing of Nathe- 


as the Faith of Abraham, the Mecknefle of 


- , &c, Follow not then the Infde- 
a _—_— 
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are to be followed, | ns 
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lity of Thomas , but the Faith of Abraham, 
the Teſtineſſe of Iom4h , but the Patience 
of 18b, the Adultery of David , but the 
Chaſtity of 7oſeph; not the Apoſtafic 
of Orpe, but the Perſeverance 
of Ruth here in 
my Text. 
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1Tl0HnN 2.15. 
' Love not the World, 


He Stoicks ſaid to their 
affections, as Abime- 
lech\pake to Iſaac,Gen, 
26.16. Get you out from 
amne ſt ws , for you are 
too ſtrong for ws : Be- 
cauſe they were too 
ſtrong for them to 
maſter, they there- 

fore would have them totally baniſht out of 
their ſoules, and labourto becalm A 

wit 


A 
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with an Apathy : But farre be it from us, after 
their example to root out ſuch good herbes, 
(in ſtead of weeds) out of the Garden of our 
nature; whereas affections, if well uſcd are 
excellent, if they miſtake not their true ob. 


ee 


| je&, norexceed intheir due meaſure. Ioſhua 
killed not the Gibeonites, but condemned 
|[rhemro bee Hewers of wood, and Drawers of 
| water for the Saxttuary, Wee need not expell 
paſſions out of us, it wee couldconquerthem, 
and make Griefe draw water-Buckets oftcares 
for ourſinnes, and Anger kindle fires of zealc 
and indignation, when wee ſee God diſhonou- 
red. But as thatmuſt needs be a deformed face, 
wherein there is atranſpoſirion of the colours, 
the blewneſle of the vines being ſet inthe lips, 
the redneſle which ſhould be inthe cheeks: in 
the noſe; ſo alas moſt miſhapen is our ſoule, 
ſince Adams tall, whereby our affections are ſo 
inverted , Ioy ſtands where Griefe ſhould , 
Gricfe in the place of Ioy, Wee are bold 
where weeſhould feare,feare where we ſhould 
be bold, love what wee ſhould hate, hate 
what wee ſhould love. This gave occafion 
to the bleſſed Apoſtle in my Text, to diſ- 
{wade men from loving that, whereon too 
many dote, Love netthe World. 

For the better underſtanding of which 
vyords, knovy that the Devill goes aboutto 
makean unfitting match, betwixt the ſoule 
of a Chriſtian, on the one party, and this 
World 
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world on the other.. A match too likely ro; 
goc on, if wee conſider the ſunplicity, and 
tolly of many Chriſtians (becauſe of the 


remnants of corruption) caſily to be ſeduced 
and inycagled , or thebewitching entiſing, al- 
luring nature of this world: But God by 
Saint Johu in my Text forbiddeth the banes, 
Love wt the world. 

In proſecuting whereof, wee will firſt ſhew 
the worthineſle of a Chriſtianſoule, then wee 
will conſider the worthleſneſſe of the world, 
and from the comparing of thele two, this 
Do&rine will reſult that, 

It « witerly unfitting for a Chriſtian to place his 
affeftions on worldly things. of 

Letus take notice of a Chriſtians Poſſeſi. 
ons, and of his Poſſibilities, what he hath in 
hand,and what he holdethin hope: In poſleſ- 
fionhe haththe favour of God, the Spirit of 
Adoprtion,cryingin him, Abha father,and many 
excelent graces af ſanctification in ſome mea- 
ſure in hisheart.In hope & expe&ance he hath 
| thereverſionof Heaven and happineſle , (a re- 
ver{ionnot to be got afteranothers death, but 
his owne ) and thoſe happinefles which cyec 
cannot ſece,nor care heaxc, neither it canenter 
intothe heart of -man to conceive, 

Now ſcethe worthleſneſle of the World , 
three Load-ſtones commonly attrat mens 
affeions, and make them to loye, Beauty, Wit, 
and Wealth, Beauty the world hath none art 

R all. 
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26 | Anillmatchwell oken off. | 
all. .Idarc boldly ſay; the wotld put on her 
Holy-day Apparell, when ſhee was preſented 
by the Devill to our Saviour, Matrh.4. 9. She 
never looked ſo ſmug and ſmooth before or | 
fince, and had there beene any reall beauty 
therein, the Eagle-fighrof our Saviour would 
have ſcene it; yet when all the glory of the 
| world was proffered unto him, at the price of 
Idolatry, hee refuſed it, Yet as old 7eFabel, 
when ſh-e wanted true beauty, ſtopt up the 
leakes of age, withadulterared complexion, 
and painted her face; ſo the world indefaulrt 
of true beauty decks her ſelfe with a falſe ap- 
pearing fairencſſe, which ſerves to allure | 
amorous fooles, and (togivethe world, as 
well as the Devill her due) ſhee hath for the 
| epeg a kind of a pleaſing faſhionablenefle : 
But what ſaith Saint Paul, 1 Corinth, 7. 33. 
Waptyn yp 70 yvue. Ts x:0ut 7518, the faſhion of this 
| World paſſeth away : The witof the World is 
as little as her beauty, how ever it may bec 
| cryed up by ſome of her fond Admirers, yet 
asit is, 1 C#7.3.19. The wiſedome of this World|” 
is fooliſhneſſe withGod,and Coilibet artifici creden- 
_ eſt in ful a#te.,, what wiſedome ir ſclte 
counts fooliſhnes , is folly to purpoſe, her 
| wealth is as- ſmall, as cither what the world 
| cals Subſtance, is moſtſubje& to Accidents, 
| uncertaine, unconſtant, eyen landsthemſelves 
j in this reſpe&t ait moveables, Riches make 
themſelves wings, and fly awty;, they may leaye | | 
us | 


E—_ TI _ Y"—— —@Oo—O"OD""—  — 


A eee — 


| thou art Gods Free-man : 1f 1have freed you, | 
| (faith Chriſt) then are you free indeed, the world 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
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us whilſt wee live, but wee muſt leaye them 
when weedye. 

* Seeing then the World hath ſo little, and 
the Chriſtian foule ſo much, ler us learnea 
Leſſon of Holy Pride, to practiſe heavenly 
Ambition, Deſcend not ſo farre O Chriſtian, 
beneath thy ſelfe, remember what thou arr, 
and what thou haſt, looſe not thy ſelfe in la- 
viſhing thy aftcQions, on ſodiſproportioned 
a Mate: Thereis a double Diſparity berwixt 
thy ſoule, and the world: firit that of Age. 
Perchance the world might make a fit mate 
for thy old Man, thy Varegenerate halte, thy 
| Reliques of finne, but ro match the old, rot- 

ten, withered , worme-caten World, tothy 

new Man, thy new Creature, the regenerated 
| and renewed part of thy ſoule, gray to green, 


| is rather a torture, then a marriage, altogether 
diſpreportionable. 


Secondly, that of quality or condition, 


is, or ought to be thy {lave, thy vaſſaile, 1ohx 
I.5-4. For whoſoever is borne of God overcom- 
weth the world, and this is thevittory that over. 
commeth the World, even our faith. Bee notthen 
ſo baſe,as to make thy vaſlall thy mate, Alex- 
ender denyed to marry Darius his Daughter, 
though proffered unto him , ſcorning to bee 
conquered by her beauty , whoſe Fathcr hee 
had conqueted by his valour. Let us nor make 

2 | the! 
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| the world our Miſtreſſe, whereof wee oughr 
to be the Maſter, nor proſtitute our affeions 
toa ſlave we haveconquered, | 

<a may ſome fay this is goodcounſell, if 
itcame indue ſeaſon; alas now it commeth too 
late, after I have not only long doted, butam 
even wedded to this world , Infant affe&ion 
may be caſily cruſht, but who cantameenold 
_ rooted love: Thinke you that I havemy 
affeion in my hand, as Hunters their dogs, 
to Ict {lip or rate oft at pleaſure, how then 
ſhall — the world, which hath beenmy 
boſome Darling fo long. 

Attthou wedded to the World, then in- 
ſtantly ſend hera Bill of Divorce, It need ne- 
ver trouble thy conſcience, that matchmay be 
lawfully broken off, which was firſt moſt un- 
lawfully made: Yea, thou wert long before 
contracted to God in thy Baptiſme, wherein 
thou didſt ſolemnely promiſe thou wouldſt 
Forſake the Devill and all his workes, thevaine 
pope and glory of this World, Let the firſt 
contract ſtand ; and becauſe it is difficult for 
'thoſe, who have long doted on the world, 
[to unlove her, wee will give ſome rules , 
' how it may . bee done by. degrees. For 
{indeed it 1s. not ro bee done on a ſudden , 
| ( matters of moment cannot bee done in a 
moment ) but it is the taske of a mans whole 

life,til the day of his death. 

Looke not with the eyes of covetouſneſſe, 
or 
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eyc is the principall Cingquepert of the ſoule, 
wherein love firlt arrives, Yt-v4id#, wt perij, 
now thou mayeſt looke onthe things of the 


or admiration onthe thingsof the world. The| 


world, Yt istranſitw, as in paſſage(otherwiſc 
weeſhould be forced to ſhut oureyes)and wee 
may behold them with aflighting negle&tull 
faſtidious lookes bur take heed to looke ot 
them with a covetous eye, as Eve on the 
forbidden fruit , and Achey on the wedge | 
of Gold,. Take heed to lookeonthem with! 
the eye. of Admiration , as-the- Diſciples 
looked on: the Buildings of the Temple , 
Matth.24 1. wondringat the Eternity of the 
ſtruture, and- conceiving the: Arch of this | 
World, would fall as ſooneas ſuch ſtones ri- | 
yetcd to immorality, might bee diſſolved. | 
Wherefore our Saviour checketh them, Yerely | 
I ſay nnto you, there ſhall not be left one ſtone 
wpon another , that ſhall- not bee caſt downe, Ex- 
cellently Fob , chap. 31.1. 1 have made 4 Cove- 
nant with mive eyes , that I ſhould not behold a 
woman, A Covenant ? But what was the 
forfiture, Fobs eyes were to pay in caſe hee 
brakeit 2 Iris not expreſt ontheband, bur 
ſurely the penalty is employed many brac- 
kiſh teares, which his eyes in repentance muſt 
certainly pay, it they obſerved notthe Coye- 
nant. 

Silence, that Spokeſman in thy boſome, I 
meane theallurements of the fleſhard Devil), | 


OO 


| 


| 
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who improveth his utmoſt power to advance 
a match betwixt thy ſoule andthe world. And 
when any breach happens betweenethee, and 
the world, ſo that thou art ready tocaſt her 
off, theflcſh in thy boſome pleads her cauſe : 
Why wilt thou (laith it) deprive thy ſelfe of 
thoſe contentments , which the World 
would afford thee * Why dolt thong torment 
thy (clfe before thy time? Ruffle chy ſelfe in 
the filkes of {ecurity, it will betime enough 
to put on the Sack-cloath of Repentance , 
when thou lyeſt onthy Death-bed. Hearken 
not to the Fleſh, her Inchantments, but as 
Pharaoh charged Moſes , to get him out of his 
preſence, he ſhould ſee his face no more , Exoavs 
10.28, So ſtrive as much as in thee lycthto 


| 


| expel] theſe ficſhly ſuggeſtions from thy pre- 


ſence, to baniſhthem out of thy ſoule,at leaſt- 
wiſe to {tlencethem, though the miſchiefe is, 
it will bee muttering, and though itdare not 
hallow , 1t will ſtill þe whiſpering unto thee, 
in bchalteof the world,its old fricnd,to make 


aReconciliationbetwixt you. 


3 Send backagaineto the world, the Love- 
tokens ſhe hath beſtowed upon thee, I meane 
thoſe ill gotten goods, which thou haſt gotten 
by indiret, and unwarrantable meanes. As 
forthole goods, which thy parents left thee, 


friends have given thee, orthou haſt procured 
by Heavens Providence on thy lawfull endea- 
yours, theſe are no Love-tokens of the world, 
but | 


3 is his CÞ} * 
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but Gods gifts, keepe them, uſe them , enjoy 
them ro his glory : But goods gotten by 
VVrong, and Robbery, Extortion and Bribe- | 
ry, Force and Fraud, theſe reſtore and ſend | 
back: Forthe world knoweth, that ſhee hath | 
a kind of tye and engagement upon thee, ſo 
long as thou keepeſt her tokens ; andina man- 
nerthouart obliged in honour,as longas thou 
detaineſt the gifts that were hers, . Imitate Z4- 
chews, fee how hee caſts backe what the 
world gavehim, Luke 19. $. Behold Lord, the 
halfe of my goods I give to thepoore, and if I have 
taken any thing from any man , by falſe accuſation, 
Ireftore him foure-fold. 

4. Sctthy affections onthe God of Heaven, 
the beſt wedge to drive out anold love, isto 
take ina new, Poſtquans nos Amaryliis habet, Ga- 
lates reliquit: Yea, God deſerves our love firſt, 
becauſe God loved ms firſt, 1 Fohn 4.19. Itisc- | 
nough indeed to blunt the ſharpeſt affeQion, | 
to be returned with {corne and negleR; burir | 
is enough to turne Ice into Aſhes, to beefirſt / 
beloved by one, that ſo well deſerves love. | 
Secondly, his isa laſting love, John 13. 1, Ha- | 
ving loved his owne that were in the world je loved | 
them to the end, Soine mensafteRion ſpends it | 
ſelfe withits violence, horat hand, bur cold at 
length, God's not ſo,it iscontinuing, It is re- 
corded in'the honour of our * King Heyry,the 
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one only excepted, which was /iliam, Lord 
Stanly, 


ſeventh ;that hee never diſcompoſed favorite, | j;; 


— 


* Look Lord 
Bacon in his 
ite. 
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Stauly , a rare matter, ſince many Princes 
change theit Favorites,as well as theirclothes, 
before they are od: But the obſervation is 
true of the Lord of Heaven, withoutany cx- 
ception ; thoſe who are once eſtated .in his 
favour, hee continues loving unto themto the 
end. 

Hearke then how hee woes us, Hoe ever 
one, Eſay 55.1. that thirſteth , come yee to the 
waters, and he that hath no money come, &c. How 
he woes us, Aat. 11.28.Come unto we all yeethat 
labour, and are heavy laden, and T will give you 
reſt. Love his Love-letter his Word, his Love- 
tokens, his Sacraments, his Spokeſ-men, his 
Miniſters, which labour to further the match, 
betwixt him and thy ſoule, But beware of 
rwothings. | 

I» Take hced of that dangerous conccit, 
thatat the ſawetime thou mayeſt keepe, both 
God and the World, and love theſe outward 
delights, asa Concubine to thyſoule, Nay, 
God he 1s 4 jealows God , hee will haveall or 
noneatall. Thercisa Citie in Germany, per- 
taining halfe to the Biſhop thereof , and halfe 
ro the Duke of Saxony, who named the Citric 
Myndyn, thatis, mineand thine, becauſcit 
was theirs Conmuni jure , and at this day by 
corruption it iscalled Mizdev. But God will 
admit of no ſuch divifions, hee will hold no- 
thing in Coparceny, hee will not ſhare or 
part ſtakes with any , but hee will —_ 


all entire to himſclfe alone, 

Take heed thou doſt not onely fall out 
with the world, tofall in withitagaine , ac- 
cording tothat, 

Amantium ir & amoris redinte gratio eff : 
For cvenas ſome furious Gameſters, when 
| they have a bad game , throw their cards out 
of their hands , and vow to play no more, 
| (not ſo much out of miſlike of gaming, as of 
their preſent game; ) but when the cards run 


frownes on them, andcrofles them, and they | 
miſſe ſome preferment they deſire, then aj 
| qualme of piety comes over their hearts, ' 
they are mortified on a ſudden, and difavow 
to have any further dealing with worldly 
contentments, Bur when the world [miles 
onthcm againe, favours and proſpers them, 
they then return to their former love,and do- 
ting upon it, Thus Demas 2 Tim. 4.10. would 
needs have another farewel embrace of the 
world, even after his ſolemnc converſionto 
Chriſtianity, Demes hath forſaken me, having 
loved this preſent World. But when wearc once at 
| variance with the world, let us continue at 
deadly cternall feuds with itz and as itis ſaid 
| of Amnon, 2 Sam. 1315. thatthe hatred where- 
' with hee hated his ſifter Thamar, was greater then 
the love whirewith he loved her + fo ( what was 
cruelty in him, will bee Chriſtianity in us) 
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on their ſide, they are reconciled to them | 
againez ſo many men , when the world | 


th 


|  Anill match well broken of 27. 


ere 


— Ceca en {bo omoccnncns — _— D— a m——_— 


28 | Anillmatchwell boken off. 
| once fallen out with the world, letthejoynt 
[ . - 

' bee never {ct againe, that it may bee: the 
{rconger ; but let our hatred bec im- 
mortall, and ſo much the ſtron- 


ger, by how much our 
love was bctorc, 
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2 SAM. 15.31, 


And one told David , ſaying, Achitophel is 


among the Conſpirators with Abſalom. 


David, 


His Text is a Glaſſe, 
wherein Gods Iuſtice 
is plainely ro be ſcen, 
David had formerly 
falſely forſaken” riah, 
and now God ſuffers 
Achitophel to forſake 


Yriah neither in 
loyaltic, nor valour, though placed the laſt 


(in the Liſt, of the Liſt of Devids Worthics, | 
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Obſerv.t. | 


was any whit inferiour to any cf Davids ſub- 
jets, Howdid hee {ympathize with Gods 
Arke, and his fellow ſouldiers, ſtayed ſtill 
| in the Campe , though hee was in the Kings 
| Court, in_that hee would not embrace thoſe 
\delights, the Marriage-bed did afford him : 
| No, though they practiſed upon him to make 
| him drunke, yet in his drunkenneſſe,hee wasſo 
| ſober, thatall their wine waſhed not from him 
his firſt reſolution , but hee remayned till 
conſtant. But how falſely did David-for- 
ſakehim, ſending him with that Snake in his 
[boſome, which was to ſting him todeath, I 
'\meane the Letter , which was Yriahs Paſ- 
| port, to his own Graye, Well 7riah placed 
| much confidenceintheloye of David,who de- 
' ceives him Pavid withno leſle truſt relyes on 
| the loyaltic of /chitophel , and ſce what my 
Text ſaith. And one told David, ſaying, Achits- 
\phel is alſo among the Conſpirators with Abſalons. 
Before we goctarther ,” let us learne, when 
anr friends 70r ſake us , 10 enter into 4 ſerious ſcrn- 
| tinie of our owne ſoles : Haſt thou neyer played 
| foule or falſe with thy friend , if not in 
action, yet inintention * Doſtthou not mean 
| to prove bale, if putto thetryall, andifocca- 
 fion he offered to deceive him? If ſo, know thy 
| falſe friend hath only got the ſtart of thee,and 
} . . 
 playdthe torc-game,doing what thou meaneft 
| rodoe, Rayle not thenonthe times, nor ſpeak 
| Satyres againſt the faithleſneſſeof men, bur 


laying 
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as hee did with David, 


| hearts, Achitephel was the Iewiſh Neſtor, or 
their Sa/owon betore Salomon, and like the Oracle 
of God for his wiſedom,but like the Oracle of the 


| devill for his deceittulnefle; for whilſt David 


ſwaied the ſcepter, whomore loial to him then 
Achitepþe, and once when David is in baniſh- 
mentg he fals firſt to Abſalom, he loved to wor- 
ſhip rth&ſun riſing; yea whils Davidtherrue ſun 
was but over-calt with a cloud, hefals adoring 
thatblazing ſtar,thatComet only fed with the 
cvaporationsof prideand ambition, which ſhi- 
ned fora while, and then went out ina ſtink, 

Reaſons why the moſt politick are not al- 
| wayesthe moſt faithfull, 

1. Becauſe thatcement which conglutinates 
| hearts, and makes trucfriends indeed, is Grace 
' andGoodnes, wherot many politick heads are 
utterly devoid, 1 Cor.1.26.F07 ye ſee your calling 
Brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 
| xt many mighty , not many noble are called. 

2+ Politickmen make their owne profit, the 

| rule and ſquare of their loves, they ſteexe their 
courſe by thepole-ſtar of therrown good. And 
a$ in thetraRtions,loin their afteions, have an 

| invidible cndto themſelves, which beginneth 


| 
| 
| 


| 


— 


| nr 
| laying thy hand on thy mouth; confeſſe God | © 
hath juſtly found thee out, and dealt with thee, 


| 


| wherethat end cndeth ; which is apparent to | 


——_ _ 
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Secondly, hence we may obſerve: The moſt | Obſerv.2, 
politicke heads have not alwayes the faithfulleſt 
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Obſery.z, 


Doe not then undervalue and deſpiſe the 
loveof thoſe, whoare of mcaneand inferior 
parts; wiſe men haye made uſe of ſuch ſer- 
vants, and found them more manageable, and 
more profitable, though their judgements 


were weaker, their affeQions might be ſtron- | 


ger, than wilermen. 

Thirdly,obſcrve, Falſe friends will forſake thee 
intimeof adverſity, Hee that beleeverth , thar 
all thoſe who {mile on him, and promiſe faire 
intime of proſperity, will performe it intime 
of his want, ma» as well belceve, thartall the 
leavesthart bee oa trees at Mid-ſummer, will 
hang there as freſh, andas faire on New-ycers 
day. ; 
Ouane wee now to conſider, what good 
uſesonemay maketo himſclte, from theun- 
faithfulneſle of friends, whenthey forſake us. 

r Firſt conſider with thy ſelfe, whether thou 
haſt aot beene faulry , in entertaining Tale- 
bearers, and lending a liſtningearc unto them ; 
Solomes faith, Prov. 16.28. A whiſperer ſepara- 
teth chiefe friends, Whetherſocycr hee com- 
meth, hebringeth with him, the fire, fuel, and 
bellowes of contention, 

2 If herein thy conſcience accuſethee not, 
examine thy ſelte , whether there was nota 
Leſum prixcipium, inthe firſt initiation of your 
love: How came you acquainted , whereout 
grew youramitic, whereon was your intima- 


' cie grounded £ Didft thounot firſt purchaſe 


his 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
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friends unjuſtly gotten, arenot long comfor- 
tably enjoyed, Thus 46ſalom, by ſordid flat- 
tery ſtole the hearts of the Iſraclites , deſcen- 
ding too mu... bencath himſclte, 2 Sam, 15.5. 
As alwayes ambitious ſpirits, when they 
| would perſonate Humility , over-a& their 
| part, and play baſenefle: Wee ſee King HeFe- 
| kjah , who procured Senacharibs love by his la- 
 criledge, enjoyed notthat purchaſe, which he 
' made Godand his Temple pay for,z Xinzg.18. 
16, For Sexacharib no ſooner received his 
money, but hoc xox obftante, perſiſted inhis for- 
mer enmity and hoſtility againſt the Iewes, 
and as it followeth inthe very nex: verſe, ſent 
up his Captaines to befiege Ieruſalem, 

3. If there benofault in the inchoation , 
Examine, hath there beene none 1n the conti. 


his favour with the price ofa ſinne? for know, | 


| 


| 
[ 
' 


| 


: 
F 
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nuanceof your friendſhip, haſt thou not com- | 
mitted many finnes, to hold in withhim 2 IF; 
ſo, then it is juſt with God, hee ſhould forſake | 
thee: Thus Tyrants often times cut off thoſe | 
ſtaires, by which they climbe up to their | 
Throne: Yea, good Princes have oftentimes | 
juſtly ſacrificed thoſe their Favorites to the | 
tury of the people, who tormerly have been | 
theaQtive Inſtruments to oppreſlethe people, 
though to the enriching of their Princes, 
Haſt thou not flattered him in his faults, orat 
leaſt wiſe by thy lilence conſented to him 2 If 


ſo, God hath now opened thy friends yeh, he 
ces 


[ON IE 
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ſees thy falſe dealing with him, and hath 
[juſt cauſe to .caſt thee out of his fa- 
|. VOUr. 
| When Amen had defiled his filter Thamar, 
the Text faith, 2 Sam, 13.15. that the hatred 
' wherewith hee hated her, was greater thas the 
love, wherewith hee loved. her, Poore Lady, 
| ſhee was inno fault, not the cauſe, bur onely 
| the objet, and the occaſion of her brothers 
| finne, and that againſt her will, by his vio- 
| | | 
| lence, Now to reaſon, A minore ad majwus 
| If Ammonin cold blood viewing the hainouC. 
| neſſe of his offence, ſo hated Thamar , which 
 onely concurred paſſively .in his tranſgreſſion, 
| how may our friends juſtly hateus, if haply 
| we have beene the Cauſers, Movers, and Pro- 
| curers of their badneſſe. If wee have added 
| fewell to the flame of their ryot, played 
' the Pandors to their luſts, and ſpurred them 
' 0A inthe full ſpeed of their wantonneſle, de- 
| ſerve wee nor ( when their eyes are ope- 
| ned,to fee what foes we have been untothem, 
under pretended Friendſhip ) to bee ſpit in 
| the face, kik'tout of their company, and 
| ro bee uſed with all contumely, and dif- 
&racc 4 
| 4. Haſt thounot idolatrizedto thy friend * 
| bath he not totally monopolized thy ſoule, 
| fo that thou haſt ſolcly depended on him, 
| without looking higher, or further ? Tw pa- 
' Ironws , ft deſeris tu perimus, "Thus too many 
WLvCS 


_ — <—— - -— I ——_ AB —_—_ _ —eD_—_  —_— —  ” —_— —_— 


—— 


—_ 


| Good from bad F riends, | 135 


m— ——— 


wives anchor al their hopes for outward mat- 
ecrs,0n their husbands,and too many children 
leane all their weight on their Fathers ſhoul- 
ders; {o that itis juſt with God, to ſuffer theſe 
their woodden Pillars to breake, on whom 
they lay too much hett. 

5. Haſt thou not undervalued thy friend, 
and ſet too meane a rate and low an eſtimate 
on his love ? If ſo God hathnow taught thee, 
the worth of a Pearle,by loofing it ? And this 
comes often to paſſe,though not in our friends 
voluntary deſerting us , as Achizophel did Da- 
vid, yetjnthcirleaving us againſt their wils, 
when Gddl taketh them from us by death, 

But here this queſtion may be demanded ; 
whether is one ever againe to receive him for 
his friend, and to reſtore him to the old ſtate 
of his favour , who once hath deccived, and 


| 


: 
L 


| 


dcalttfalſcly with him ? 

Many circumftances are herein, well tobce 
weighed , firſt did hee forſake thee out of 
trailty , and infirmity, or out of meer ſpight 
and maliciouſnefle ? Secondly, hath he fince 
ſhewed any tokens, and evidences of unfained 


ſorrow 2 hath hee humbled himſelfe unto 
thee, and beg Gods, and thy pardon ? If hee 
hath offended miſchievouſl y, and perfiſts init 
obſtinately: O let notthe ſtrength of thy ſup- 
poſed charity, ſo betray thy judgement, as to 
place confidence in him ! Samſon was blind, 


before hee was blind ; the laſt of Dalilab de- 
T __ Prived 


An/w, 


| 
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prived him of his eyes, before the Philiſtims 
borcd them our, in that once and againe being 
deceived by Dalilah,, hee ſtill relyed on her 
word: Butif hee hath ſhewed himſelfe ſuch a 
Penitent,andthou art vercly perſwaded of his 
Repentance, receive him againe inta\thy fa- 
| Your, Thus dealtour Saviour with Saint Peter, 
Marke 16.7. But got your way , tel his Diſciples, 
aud Peter, Peter eſpecially s Peter that had fin- 
ned, and Peter that had ſorrowed, Petey that 
had denyed his Maſter, but Peter that wewt owe 
aud wept bitterly, 

6. Sixthly, and laſtly, it may bee God 
ſuffersthy friendsto prove unfaithtullto thee, 
to make theeſticke more cloſely to himſelfe: 
Excellent tothis purpoſe is that place , Mice. 
7.5. Traft yee not ina friend, put yee 0 confe- 


dence in 4 Gaide, keepe the doors of thy month from 
| her, that lyeth in thy boſome : For the Sow diſho- 
\ newrerh the Father , the Daughter riſeth up againft 
| the Mother, the Daughter in law , againſt her Mo- 
| ther in law, 4 mans enemies art themen of his own 

houſe, But now marke what tollowes z there- 
fore will F looke untothe Lord, I will wayie for the 
| God of my ſalvation, As if hee had ſaid, is the 
| world at this bad hand? 1s it come to this 
bad paſſe £ That one muſt bee farre from 
truſting their neereſt friends, it is well then 
I have one faſt Friend, on whom I may 
relye, the God of Heaven. I muſt confeſle 
theſe words of the Prophet, are principally 
mcant 
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meant of the time of Perſecution, and ſoare 
applycd by our Saviour, Mat.10.21, Howe- 
yerthey containeancternall truth, whereof 
good uſe may bee made at any time: Let us 
therefore, when our friends forſake us, prin- 
| cipally relye on God, who hath theſe twoex- 

ccellent properties of a friend ; firſt he is neerc 
'tous, {ofaith the Pſalmiſt , Thy nawe is neere, 
| and this doth thy excellent workes declare : They 
have a ſpeedy way , of conveying Letters 
from © leppo to Babylon, ſending them by a 
winged Mciſcnger,tycd to the legs ofa Dove 
but wee have a ſhortercut to ſend our prayers 
to God, by ſending our prayers by thewings 
of the Holy Spirit, that heavenly Dove, 
whereby they inſtantly arrivein Heaven, As 
Godis ncere to us, ſo hee is ever willing, and 
abletohelpeus: On him therefore ler useyer 
relye; and when other Reeds bow or break, 
orrun intoour hands, let us make him to 

bee our ſtaffe, whereon wee 
may lcane our 
ſclves, 
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ROne13-13, 
Not in Gluttowy. 


| Heſc words are 2 par- | 
cell of that Scrip- 
ture, thatconyerted 
Saint Auguſtine. He, | 
(as hee conteſferh of ; 
limfſelte) ar the firſt | 
was both erroneous 
| inhis Teners,and vi- 
cious In his lite , 
when running on in full carreate in wicked- 
ama God ſtopr him witty his. voyce from 
of Heaven, 


- " 
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[Heaven, Tolle et leges take up thy Book, and 
readey and the firſt place which God direed 
hiscye to, was theſe words in my Text, and 
aftcr this time being reclaymed, hee proved a 

| worthy Inſtrument of Gods glory, andthe 

| Churches good, Now as thoſe reccipts in 

' Phyficke are beſt , which are confirmed under 

| the Broad Scale of Experience, and ſect forth 
with the priviledge of Probatum eft , ſo my 

Text may challenge a priority , before other 
laces of Scripture, becauſe upon Record it 

hath been the occaſion to convert ſo famous a 

Chriſtian, Neither thinke, that the vertuc of 

theſe words,arc extracted by doing of this one 

Cure, orthat my Text with Jac , hath onely 

one bleſſing for him that came firſt, no by 

Gods bleſſing it may becordial, for the ſaving 

of our ſoules, Today therfore part of Samſons 

Riddel ſhall be tulfilled in yourcars : Out of the 

| Devourer came meat , Gluttony that vice , which 

con{umeth and deyourcth tood. The diſcourſe 
thereof by Gods afliſtance ſhall feed us at this 


time, Not in Gluttony. 

Dof Gluttony is 4 dangerous fin fir axy Chriſtian ts 
be enilty of. 

Rea. Becauſe humane Laws hath provided ns penalty 


for it, Mcn will be atraid tocommir petty Lal- 
{ony,tor teare of whipping; Fellony for feare 
of branding, Murther, for feare of hanging , 
| worle ns for teare of havinga Grave, whilſt 
| living. Butit is too likely , that men will take 
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leaveand liberty: to themſelves, to be Glut- 
tons, preſuming upon hope of Impunity, be- 
cauſe mans Laws have ordered no puniſh:nent 
for it, yet as thoſe offences are accounted the 
greateſt, which cannot be puniſhed by a Con- 
1 ©=,aIJuſtice,or Iudge of Aſhze, burare re- 
ſerved immcdiatly to be puniſhed by the King 
himſelte;ſo Gluttons muſt needs be Sinners in 
an highdegree, whoarenotcenſurcableby any 
carthly King, butarercferred to be judged at 
Gods Tribunal alone. 


tothe Hecktick fever, it ſteales on aman una- 
warcs, Some fins come with obſeryation, and 
arccither uſhered witha noyſc, or likea ſnaile, 
leavea flime behind them, whereby they may 
be traced, and tracted, as Drunkenneſlſe, The 


the Iſraclites, by their liſping, they could not 
pronounce H, which then was a heavie aſpira- 


Becauſe it is ſo hard and difficult to diſcernt , like 


Ephramites were differenced from the reſt of | 


Rea, 


| tion unto them, when it coſt the lives of ſo | 
| many thouſands. Thus Drunkards arediltin- | 
| Suiſh'r from the Kings ſober ſubjects, by clip- 
"pingthe coynof the tongue. Bur thereare not 
luch ſignes and Symptomes of Gluttony.. This 

| finne Pb ſo inſcnſibly unite , and incor- 
; porate Tt ſelte with our naturall appetite , 
to cate for the Preſervation of our lives ; 
thatas Saint * Gregory ſaith, 7t is a hardthing to 
diſcerne , Quid neceſiitas petat , & quid voluptas 
ſ#ppetas quia per eſum volupt as necefitaii _— : 
waar 


| 
| 
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what is the full charge of food , which nature 
requires for our ſuſtenance, and what is that 
ſure charge, which is heaped by ſuperfluity, 
Becauſe of the ſundry dangers it brings, 
firſt to the ſoule, Luke 21.34, Take heed leſt 
your hearts bee oppreſſed with ſurfetting : And 


indeed the ſoule muſt needs bee unfitting to 
ſerve God,being ſo incumbred. That man hath 
but an uncomtortable life , who is confined | 
tolive ina ſmoaky houſe. The braine is one of | 
theſe places of the relidence of the foule, and 

when that is filled with ſtreames, and vapours 

ariſing from unconcodted crudities inthe ſto- 

macke, the ſoule muſt needs male habitare , | 
dwell uncheartully , ill accommodated in ſo 
ſmoakya manſion. And as hereby it is unapt 


for moſtevill, tor uncleannefle, ſcurrulity, ill 
ſpeaking , this being the reaſon, ſaith Saint 
Gregory , why Dives his tongue, was {o tor- 
mented in Hell , becauſehee being a Glutton, 
with his tongue had moſt diſhonoured God, 
Secondly.this ſfinne empaires the health of the 
body: the out-landiſh Proverbe faith , That 
the Glutton digs his Grave with his owne teeth, | 
haſtens his death by his intempcraxnce , For if 
there were aconflict in Rebeckaes body, when 
two Twins were in her wombe, muſt therenot 
| bee a Battcll and Inſurrection in his ſtomack z 
| wherein there is meat, hot, cold, ſod, roſt, 


fcſh, fiſh, and which fide ſoever wins, _ 
and | 


for the performance of good, fo it is ready |- 
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a mans body is like unto the Arke of Noah, 
containing all Beaſts cleane, and uncleane, 
but hee the moſt uncleane Beaſt, that con- 
taines them : Our Law interprets it to bee 
murther, when one is killed with a knife, Let 
us take heed wee bee not all condemned by 
God, for being Fellons , ae ſe ; for wil- 
full murthering our owne lives , with our 
knifes by our ſuperſtitious cating. Third- 
ly, it wrongs the creatures that hereby 
are abuſed : Indeed they willingly ſerve 
man, ſo long as hee is a King over them, 
bur they are loath to docit , when he turnes 
Tyrant : So if when the Drunkard ſings, 
the drinke fighes; when the Gluiton laughes, 


the Meate grieves to bee fo vainely miſ- 

ent by him. God faith, Hoſea. 2. 9. That 

ee will recover his Flaxe, and his Wool fromthe 
Idolatrous Fewes , Yindicabo, I will reſcue and 
recover them, as from flaveryand ſubjeion, 
whercin they were detayned againſt their 
will; and in ſuch like tyrananic are the crea. 
tures, as Bread, Wine, ard Meat tortu- 
red under the Glutton. Laſtly, ir wrongeth 


| 


| 


eee 


ing of Dives, which of neceſſity maketh 
the Faſting of Law , and might nor 
the ſuperfluous Meat of the Rich bee ſold 
tor many a pound , and givca to rhe 
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the poore , for it is the over-much Feaſt. | 


| 13. 


and health will bee overcome , when as; 


| 


V Come | 
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[But I will not'tnarch in Sauls heavie Armour, 
[or confine my ſelfe to follow the Schooles | 


Come we now toconfider , wheteinGlut- 
tory doth conſiſt, I am not ignorant of that | 
verſe in Thomas : 

Pr epropert; lat, nimis, ardenter, ſtudios? : 


directions herein , I will goe againſt this Go- 


/liah of Gluttony, with my owne Sling and 
' Stone, and ule a private and plaine Method, 
| This finne therefore confiſteth, cither in the 


"| reaſon of their labour and travell; and nocto 


EI 


| ſhall bearraignedand condemned before God, 


| quantity of the meate, orinthe quality, orin 
rhe mannet of eating. Inrhe quantity: And 
here it is hard rodefine the Omer of Manna, 
for every mans belly ; the proportion of 
meate for every mans ſtomacke; that quantity 
of raine will make a claye ground qdrunke , 
which will ſcarce quench thethirſt of a ſandy 
Countrey. Itis thusalſoin men, that propor- 
tion of meat ſurfetteth , and ſurchargeth the 
ſtomacks of ſome , which-is notcnoughto ſa- 
tishe the hunger of others, eſpecially of thoſe, 
who being young , have hotand quick diſge- 
ſtion, of thoſe who living in a cold clymate, 
and thereby hayethe heat of their ſtomacks in- 
rended, of thoſe whoſe ſtomacks are ſtrong,by 


ſpeake of the diſeaſe, called (Bowlamya) mens 
natures being thus diverſe, by what ſtandard 
{hall I meaſure them 2 ler this be the rule, hee 


tor Glwttony inthe quantity of meat , who hath 
catcn. 
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eaten ſo much,as thereby hee is diſabled 
ia part, or wholly , to ſerve God, inhis gene- 
rall, or particular calling, bg his age,clymate, 
ortemper whatſoever. 

2. In quality , and that foure wayes , 
1. Whenthe meat is too young, Zxoa. 2 3.19. 
Thos ſhalt Boots Kid inhis Mothers milke, 
that is , thou ſhalt not cat ir before it hath age, 


to bee juſt and firme fleſh: Circumciſion was 
deferred till the eighth day z, one reaſon ren- 
dred by Divines, is becauſe a Child before 
that time, is not Caro conſolidates ; and ſure 
there is a time, before which Beaſts and 
Fowlesarc not ſollid, faſt, and lawtfull to bee 
eaten. , I muſt confeſle, weeare to live by the 
creatuxcs death, they being borne are can- 
demned to dye, for our neceflity, or pleaſure; 
and theſe condemned perſons deſire nota par- 
don, butdeſerve a Reprive, that they may be 
reſpited, and reſerved (o long , till they bee 
goodand wholeſome food, and not clapt into 
the Gluttons bowels, before they be ſcarce 
out of their Mothers belly, Secondly , when 


——— — 


the meat is too coſtly , thus Cleopatra, macera- 
ted an Vaion, & Pcarle of an incltimable 
worth, and dranke it ina health to Marke Au- 
theny ; a deed of hers as vaine, as the other 
wicked, whenſhe poyſoned her ſclfe, Third- 
ly, whenthe meats are onely incentives, and 


provocations to luſts, in ſome kind thereof, I 


I Fither 


could inſtance, were I not afraid toteach fin, 
5 by | 
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| 


| 
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by confuting it. Why is the Furnace _ 
ſeven times hotter ; then ever it was be- 
fore 2 Is not the Devill of himſclfe ſuffi 
ciently miſchievous ? Is not our owne cor- 
ruption of it felfe ſufficiently forward ? 
ea, hcad-long to evill « But alſo weemuſt 
advantage them by our owne folly, Have 
wee vowed in our Baptiſme to fight againſt, 
and doc wee our ſelves, fend Armour , 
and Munition to our Enemy ? yea, many 
ſet their owne houſes on fire, and then 
complaine they burne , Labor eft inhibere 
wolantes, parcere puer ftimulis, & fortius mtere 
loris. Laſtly, when the Meat is ſuch, as is 
onely to increaſe Appctite ; when one be- 
fore is plentifully fed. Such is the cruelty 
of the Spaniſh Inquiſition , that when they 


| have brought a man to the doore of death, 
they will not let him goc in, when by cx- 
\ quiſite tortures , they have almoſt killed 
| him z then by comfortable Cordials they 
| doe againe revive him : And whercas of 
God it is appoynted , for all men once to 
| dye : theſe mens cruclty makes men to dye 
| ofren, Thus men, when they have ſtabbed 
and killed hunger with plentifull cating, with 
ſauce, and ſalt mcats of purpole , they rc- 
ſtoreit againe to life , nd for ſeverall times, 

| according totheir owne pleaſures , killand re- 
| call, ſtab andrevivethcir appetites, 
| 3. In the manncrot cating. 1. Greedily 
withour 


— 
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without giving thankes to God : Like Hogs, 
cating up the Maske, not looking up tothe 
hand that ſhaketh it downe, It is aid of the 
Iſraclites, Exod. 32.6. The people ſate downe 10 
eate and to drinke , there is no mention of 
Grace before Meate ; and roſe upto play, 
there isnomention of Grace after, Secondly, 
Conſtantly, Dives fared deliciouſly every 
day ; there was no Friday in his wecke, nor 
Faſt inhis Almanack, nor Lentin his -yeare: 
whereas the Moone is not alwayes inthe fall, 
but hathas well a wayning, as a waxing , the 
Sea is notalwayes in a Spring-tide, but hath as 
well an Ebbing, asa Flowing, and ſurely the 
very Rule of Health will ditatethus much to 
a man, notalwaycs tohold aconſtant tenure 


of Feaſting , but ſometimes to abate in their 
dycts. Laſtly, when they cat their meats ſtudi- 
ouſly , reſolving all the powers of their mind 
upon meat, ſinging Requiews intheir ſoul; with | 
the Glutron inthe Goſpel, Soule take thine eaſe, 
&c. And whereas wearetocat ro live, thelc 
only live to ct. Let us thertore beware of the 
fin of Gluttony , and that for theſe Motives. 

7, Becanſc it is thefin of Englazd for though 


without Vſurpation, we may intitle our ſelves | 
to the pride of the Spaniſh, Jealouſie of the Ita- 
lian, Wantonneſle of the French; Drunkennes 
of the Dutch , and Lazineſſe of thelriſh, and | 
though theſe out-landiſh fins have of late bin 


naturalized and made free Denifons of England 
;S Yet | 


At. ti. 
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Alot. 2. 


Atort 3. 


Yet our ancicnteſt Carte, is for the finne of 
Gluttony. 

It is the ſinne of our age, our Saviour ſaith, 
Mat.24.37. But as it wasinthe ayes of Noah, 
ſo likewiſe ſhall the comming of the Soune of 
Man be, They did eate and arinke, &c. That is, 
exceſſively, for otherwiſe they did cate in all 
ages, Itis ſaid of old men, that they are twiſe 
children, the ſame is true of this old doting 
World, it doth now revert, and rcelapſcinto | 
the ſame ſinnes, whereof it was guilty inthe 
Infancy, wee on whom thecnds of the World 
are come, are given to the ſtnnes of Gluttony, 
as in thedaycs of Noah, 

The third Motive is from the time, Theſe 
ſeven full Eares , theſe ſeven fat Kine , thele 
ſeven weekes of Feaſting, betweene Chriſt- 
mas and Shroveridearepaſt, theſe ſevenleane 
Eares, theſe ſeven leane Kine, the ſeven Fa- 
ſting Weeks in Lent, are now begun: Practiſe 
therefore the counſell , which Salomon gives, 
Prou.23.1. When thou ſitteft to eate with a Ru- 
ler, conſider diligently what is _ thee, and put 
thy knife tothy throat, if thou beeſt aman given 
to thy appetite. This is thy throat, that nar- 


| row patlage of Importance, guardit with thy 


knife, as witha Halbert, that no ſuperfluous 
meat paſle that way , to betray thy ſoule to 
Glattony. Butitisto be feared, that wee will 
rather turne the backs of our knifes , thenthe 
edges ; I mcane wewill uſe littleyiolenceto 


 repreſle 


I 


about, | yon burnt Offerings to God for them, far 
he ſaid, it may be my ſonnes have ſinned, and curſed 
God in their hearts, 


hard to be diſcerned, when we havebeene at a 
orcat Feaſt in the day; Let us ſacrifice our 
prayers to God, and ſue out a Pardon from. 
him, leſt peradventure in the heart of our 
mirth, wichour our knowledge, and againſt 
our will we have inſeverably been overtaken 
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repreſſe and reſtraine our owne Creedineſle, 
that our knifes may therefore bee the ſharper ,; 
let theſe Whet-ſtones ſer an edge on them. 
x1. Conlider the Bread that thoucateſt,is the 
Bread that periſheth : And our Saviour ſaith, 
Labour not for the meat that periſheth , but for that 
which endureth to everlaſting life: Biſcate is but 
periſhing Bread , though it may laſte two | 
yeares; for whatis two yearesto Eternity | 
2. We ſhall periſhthatcate the meat , but 
God ſhall deſtroy both itand that : And then 
the Glutton which hath playd the Epicure on 
meat,whiſt he lived,the wormes ſhall play the 
Epicures on him when he is dead; and whilſt 
the temperate Man ſhall give them bur ordi- 
nary commons the larded Glutton ſhal afford 
them plentifull exceedings. To conclude this 
point , wary wasthe practiſe of Fob, 7ob1.5. 
Who after the dayes of h1s ſons feaſting , were gone 


So fith Gluirony is fo ſubtill afinne; and ſo 
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3 Ti wif. 
When I call to remembrance , the wnfained faith, 
which is in thee , which dwell firft in thy 
Grand-mother Lois, and thy Mother Eunice 
| ad I ans per ſwaded that it is in thee alſo, 


HEM I call to remens- 
braxce. It is good to 
feed our foules onthe 
memories of pious 
perſons : Partly that 
we may be moved to 

ms God in, and 

tor his Graces, given 
| to his Saints z and 
| partly that we may bad incited tounitatethe 


with 


A —_ 


| yertues of the deceaſed, Ah was lo taken | 
X 


06/erv. 1, | 


| 
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| wichthe Altarat Damaſcus,z King.16.10.that 
| hee would needs haye one at Icruſalem , made 

| according to all the worke-manſhip thereof, 

| When wecall to mind the vertues of the de- 
ceaſed, and cannot but be delighted with their 

| Goodneſle, let us labour to faſhion our ſelves 

after their frame, and tocree the like vertues 

in ourowne ſoulcs. | 

Obfer. 2, | Godly Children occaſion their Parents to bee | 
called t0 memory : Saint Paul beholding T7- | 
mothies Goodneſſe , is minded thereby to | 
| remember his Mother , and Graud-mother | 
| Eunice and Lojs ;, they can never bee dead ,| 
whiles hee 1s alive. Good children are the | 
moſt laſting monument, to perpetuate their 
Parents, and make thcm ſurvive atter death, 
Doſt thou deſire to have thy memory conti- 
| nued 2 Artthou ambitious to be revenged of 
| death , andto our-laſt her ſpight ? It matters 
not tor building great houſes, and calling them 
afterthy name, give thy children godly edu- 
cation, andthe fight of their codnel will 
turbiſh up thy memory, in the mouthes and 
| minds of others,that it never ruſts in oblivien, 


which dwelt of, 


{ Thatis, which was an Inhabitant in their 
| hearts: Faith in temporary Believers, is as a 
Gueſt, comes for a night, and is gone,at the 


beſt is butas a Sojourner, lodges there for a 
time » | 


— 
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times but it dwelleth , maketh her conſtant 
reſidence, and aboad in the Saints,and ſervants 
of God. 


| 


Grandmother Lois, and Mother Enpice. 


Why doth not Saint Pax! mention the Fa- 
ther of Timothy; but as it were blanch him oyer 
with ſilence ? 

Firſt, it is probable that Saint Pau had not 
any ſpeciall notice of him , or that hee was 
dead before the Apoſtles acquaintancein that 
Family. 

2. Likely itis,he was not ſo eminent, and 
appearing in Picty, the weaker veſſell may | 
ſometimes be a ſtronger veſſel of honour : 
yea, the Textintimateth as much, A#.16.1. 
Behold acertaine Diſciple was there named Timo- 
theus, the ſonne of a certaine woman, which was 4 
leweſſe, andbeleeved , but his Father was a Greeke, 
Let women labour in an holy Emulation, to 
excell their husbands in Goodneſle ;, it is no 
treſpaſſe of their modeſty, norbreach of the 
obedience they vowed to their husbands in 
marriage, to ſtrive to bee Superiours, and a- 
bove them in Picty. 

3. Eunice and Lois,the Motherand Grand- 
mother, arc onely particularly mentioned, be- 

cauſe deſerving moſt commendation for in- 
ſtructing Timothy in his youth, as it is in the 
Chap. 3.ver.16, Knowing of whom thou haſt 


% 3 learned ' 
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learned them, and that from a Child thou 
haſt knowne the Holy Scriptures. For 
the ſame reaſon the names of the Mothers 
of the Kings of Tudb, are ſo preciſely re- 1 
| corded for their credit, or diſgrace , accor- | 
ding to the goodneſſeor badnefle of their 
ſonnes. Let Mothers drop inſtruRion into 
their children. with their milke , and teach | 
them to pray , when they beginne to 
prattle, 

Though Grace bee not entayled from Pa- 
rent to Child, yet the Children of godly 
Parents have a great advantage to Religion, 
| yea that five-fold, 

1. The advantage of the promiſe, yea 
though they come but of the halfe blood , 
[(much more if true borne on both fides ) 
(if one of their Parents bee godly, 1 Co- 
\rinth. 7. 14. For theunbeleeving Husband al 
| ſantified by the unbeleeving Wife ; andthe unbe- 
leeving Wife is ſani#ified by the Husband,, elſe 
were your Childrens wncleaue , but now they are 


holz. 


2. Of good Precepts, ſome taught them in 
their Infancy, ſothat they cancaticr remem- 
ber what they learned,then when they learned 
it,Gen.2$.19. For I kyow Abrahams that hee will 
| command his children, and his Houſhold after him 
| z0 feare the Lord, 
| 3. Of good Preſidents, Habent\domi unde 
| difcant , whereas the children of cvjll Parents 


{ce | 


'H ow far G race can be entailed [# 155 


- ; ſome to the palat to taſte, is not unwholſome 
[ ro the ſtomacke rodigeſt, 
) 5. Of many a good prayer, and ſome no 
1, | doubt ſtceptin teares, made tor them before, 
> | ſome of them were made , Filizs tanta- 
| | 7.0108 lachrymarnum nou peribit', ſaid Saint Ams- 
| broſe to Monica , of Saint Aug»ſtine her ſon | 
| Disdaine thow then, out of an holy pride , to bee 
; | the wvitions ſonne to 4 vertuous Father , to bee| 
| the prophane Daughter of a pious Mather ,, but 
labour to ſucceed , as well to the lives, as to the 
| Livines , the Goodneſſe , as the Goods of the Pa- 
rents. | | 
| Yea, but may the Children of bad | 
} Parents fay ; This is but cold comfort for | 
' us, andthey may take up the words of the | 
' Souldicrs , Lnke3.14. And what fhall' wee | 
| doe ? | 
| Firſt, if thy Parents be living, conccive not 
that their badneſle diſpenceth with thy duty | 
' unto them, thou haſt the ſame cauſe , though | 
' not the ſamecomfort, with good childrento | 
obey thy Parents , this doe labour, to gaine/ 
them with thy converſation, It was Inceſt, | 
and a fowle {inne in Zr, to bee Husband | 
to - his Daughters , and beget children on' 
| them , but-it would bee no ſpirituall Inceſt | 


| X3 in 


u | ſee daily what they ought to ſhun, andavoyd, | 
r theſe behold what they ſhould tollow, and | 
$ imitate, | 
4. Of Correion, which though untooth- 


Objet?, 


Anſw,1, 
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inthec, to be Father to thy Father, to beget 
him in grace, who begat thee in nature, and 
by the Picty and Amuiableneſle of thy car- | 
riage, tobethe occaſion by Gods bleſſing, of | 
his Regeneration; and what Saweel {aid tothe | 
people of Iſrael, 1 S$am.12.23. God forbid that | 
1 ſhould ſinne againſt the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for 
you; ſo God forbidthou thouldeſt cver leave | 
off to have thy knees bended , and thy hands | 
lifted up, for the converſion of thy bad Fa- | 
ther. Morcover, labour more eſpecially to | 
ſhun and avoyd thoſe finnes, to which thy Fa- 
ther was addicted, and chiefly ſuch finnes, the 
Inclination whereto may depend from the 
temper and conſtitution of the body , ſo that 
a pronenefle thereto,may in ſome ſort ſeemto 
bc intayled to Poſterity. Was thy Father no- 
torious for wantonneſie 7 ſtrivethen to be no- 
ted forchaſtity ; was hee infamous for Pride ? 
Labour thou to be tamous for Humility, And | 
though thou muſt not be dejeed with gricfe, 
attheconfideration of the badneſſe of thy Pa- 
rents ; yet mayeſt thou make a Soveraigneule | 


thereot, to bee a juſt cauſc of Humiliation to 
thy (clfe. 

It thy Parents beegead , and if thou canſt | 
ſpcake little good of them , ſpeake little of | 
them, What Sullenneſſe did in Abſolow , ' 
2 S$4m,13.22. Hee ſpake to his Brother Aranon, | 
neither good nor bad : L.ct Diſcretion do in thee, | 
ſcale up thy lips infilence, ſay nothing of thy | 


Parents | 
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Parents: He is cithera Feole,. oramad man, 
who bcing in much company, and not being | 
urged thereunto, by any occaſion will cell | 
others, My Father lyes in the Fleet , my Fa- | 
ther lyes in Priſon, 1n the Counter: More | 
witleſſe is hee, who will ſpeake both words, ! 


finall eftate of his Father , in an eternall bad | 
condition, | 

And Iam perſwaded, there isathree-fold | 
kind of Perſwafton, whereby onemay beper- | 
ſwaded of good in another man, 

1 The perſwatſton of Infallibility,and this 
onely God hath, A#.5.18. Knowne unto God 
are all his warkes from the beginning of the World, 
hee alone ſearcheth audtryeth the hearts and reines. 
Andthcy alſo haveit cowhom God immedi- 
ately revealcs it, Thus Ananias knew that Paul | 
was a true ſervant of God, afterit was revea- | 
led to him, A. 9.15. . for hee is 4 choſen Veſſek 
unto me, to beare my name, before the Gentiles, and ' 

Kings , and the children of Iſrael. And in this 

ſentc of infallible perſwafion, we may under- 

ſtand, Saint Paw inthe Text, becaulc it is | 

ſaid 1 Tim. 1.18. This Commandement write I | | 
unto thee, ſonne Timotheus, according tothe pro- | | 
phecies which went before upon thee , that thou by ' 
them ſhouldft fight a good fight, 

2. The perſwation of Charity, and this | 
muſt confefle is but weake , and rather a pre- 


ſumption, than a perſwaſton. Charity , 1 Co- | 
rinth, 
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rinth.13.17. Thinketh xo evill, it beleeveth all 
things , hopeth all things, And in this kind of 
Per{waſion wee conceive that all men have 
faith dwelling in them , of whom wee 
know Ao juſt reaſon to conceive the -con- 
trary. 

3. The Perſwaſion of a well, and ſtrong 
groundedopinion, to make which, theſe three 
things muſt concurre, firſt the party that con- 
ceivesthis opinion, mult have a good judge- 
ment, and diſcerning Spirit, well todive and 
pterceinto the natures and diſpoſitions of men, 
Secondly, He muſt be long acquainted with 
that perſon, of whom hee hath ſuch anopi- 
nion , that faith dwelleth in him. Too bold 
aretheſe men, who upona ſuperficiall know- 
ledge, and ſhort converſing with any, dare 
percmptorily pronounce , that ſuch an one 
hath ſaving grace and ſanity in him, Theſe 
are Profeſſors of ſpirituall Palmeſtry, who 
thinke that upon ſmall experience they can ſce 
the Life-line (the Line of Etcrnall life in the 
hands of mens ſouls)where as for all their $kil 
they often miſtake the hands of Eſau, for the 
hands of Jacob ; Laſtly, they muſt have inti- 
mate familiarity with them , and benot onely 
their acquaintance large , but in Ordinary, 
Teintws of 18 cute novi Pur alltheſe thrice to- | 
gether, that one hath a diſcerning Spirit, long 
and intimate acquaintance with one, and hee 
may arrive at Saint Pewls perlwaſion in my 
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Text, to be periwaded of faith dwelling in 
in him, with whom hee bath beene thus 
: long, and intimately acquainted. And in 
: this ſenſe (though it may bee of the infal- 
. lible Perſwafion by Revelation ) under- 
ſtand wee that, 2 King. 4. 1. Now there 
4 cryed atertaine Woman , of the Wives of the 
ſonnes of the Prophets unto Eliſha , ſaying + 
Thy Servant , my Husband is dead , and 
| thou knowefs that thy Servant did feare the 

Lord. 


Rs 


Yet forall this wee may ſet this downe for 
1 2 true Poſition ; that the wiſcſt of men 
! eafily may , and. ſometimes are deccived 
1 in counting them good , which are 've 

| counterteits , and clſpecially in theſe ca- 


{es. . 
Firſt, incloſe natured men, ſuch as lye in a 
at a cloſe Guard, and offer no play , whoſe 
Well is deepe , and men generally want 
| Buckets to meaſure them , ſo that one may 
live twenty yeares with them, and bee ne- 
= awhit- the wiſcr, in knowing thcirdiſpo- 
| fition, _ 
2. Invarious, and inconſtant men, which | 3: 
like Prozewe, never appeare twiſc in the ſame | 
f ſhape, but differ as much from them. 
g ſelves , as from other men , and are onely | 
| certaine in uncertainty ; ſo that one ca 
build no. certaine Concluſion on ſuch 
| (Hoting , flitting Sands ; and even know 
: | Y. not | 
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not what to make of them, 

3+ Inmen of an excellent nature, ſuch as 77- 
| tus Veſpatian , was called Delicie humani ge- | 
| neris, This Euphuia preſents it ſelfe in all 
| outward {1gnes and Sympromes z So like to 
| Grace thar it is often miſtaken tor it, Where- 
| as. on the other ſide , men. of a rugged , 
| unbruſht nature, ſuch as were never lickt, | 
| hewen, or politht, may bee flaundered in | 
| many mens judgements , to bee altogether | 
| devoyd of Picty. | 
| 4. In affected Difſemblers, Hypocrilie is | 
| 2s like Picty , as Hemlocke to Parſley ; | 
| and many one hath beene deceived there- | 
| 1, 

To conclude , if wee defire to paſſe a 
rationall Judgement on Faith in others, and 
Picty in their hearts : Let us farſt labour 
to have true Sandtity in our owne, One 
complayned to a Philoſopher, that it was 
an hard thing to find a wiſe man. It is 
| true | ſaid hee ) for hee mult firſt bee a wiſe 
| man that ſeekes him , and knowes when 
hee hath found him : So that on the mat- 
ter, it 1s not one wiſe man, but two wilc 
men, muſt mecte together. $0 it is anhard 
thing to know true Sanity in another 
man; becauſe hee muſt have true Piety in | 
himſelfe, that knowes it, or clſc hee is an 
Incompetent Iudge, te paſle a Verdict on a} 


| another. Let us therefore labour firſt to | 
have \ 
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have true Grace in our hearts, that ſo with 
Saint Paul, wee may bee perſwaded 
of Grace that dwels 
in another, 
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Then went hee dewne and dipped himelfe ſeven 
times inTordan , according 10 the ſaying of” 


like to the fleſh of 4 little child , and hee was 
cleane, 


gr—nm— SN this Chapter, Naa- 

8 ASI || wx theSyriancoms 
hurrying with his 
Horſes, and ratling 
with his Chariot to 
the doore - of the 
=} Prophet Eliſha, to 
Da, beecured of his Le- 
—_— —_ Now hee 
faid in his heart , (I could not have told his 
—_ EXCept firſt hee had told them mee) 
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the man of God, " and his fleſh came agazne, | 
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| hee will ſurely come out to mee, and ſtand 
andcall on the name of- the Lord, his God, 
and ſtrike his hand overthe place, and reco- 
yer the Leper: Thus hee thought, that the 
{very noyle of the wheels of his Chariot, 
| ould call Eljſhatocome to him, becauſe hee 
ſ! R 

| was Capraine of the Hoaſt of Syria , hee 
thoughtto be Commander of Gods Prophet, | 
and hee expeceda great deale of ſervice trom 
him , and truly hee might expe@ it: For the 
Prophet beate him at his owne weapon , out- 
Mort him in his owne bow, out-ſtated him in 
ſtatclineſle it iclte, 


I, Called him 70t in, but let him ſtand «| 


aoore. | 
2. Came mt to him ia his perſon , but by « | 
Proxte. 
Sent hin; a plaine aud cold anſwer , Waſh ſe- 


A 
Jo centre 
ver limes in lordun, 


By the way, I dare boldly ſay, Ehjha in 
himſelie was nor proud at other times, hee 
could fare hardly on Barley Loaves, and feed | 
hungerly on plaine pottage ; bur atthis time | 
his affe&ing of ſtate, was both lawfulland ne- | 
ceſſary.Firit it was the ſight of Naamars ſhoe, | 
which made Z/;ſhal{o high in the Inſtep, with | 
the ſtately , hee would be ſtately, the rather | 
vecaule hee did perceive that Naamas muſt bee | 
humbled, betoic hee could bee healed, and: | 

the 


et 
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the proud Acſh firſt taken out of his heart | 


ere the putrid fleſh could bee cured in his 
body, Secondly, Naaman, though hee was! 
a Prince, yet hce was but a Pagan, and n} 
this reſpe&, the loweſt Hebrew was higher 
than hee; Eliſha therefore would teach him 
' tolcarnehimſclte, that hee was not proper 
to receive fo great favours, as being but a 
Goat, and no loſt ſheepe of the Fold.of 
Iſracl. Laſtly , Eliſha was an extraordinary 
man, hee might well ſtand upon termes of 
double diſtance, who had a double portion 
of Eljab's Spirit, 

Youmy Brethren of the Miniſtery, letus 
know, that wee ſucceed to the office, bur 
not to the Eminencies, tothe place, bur not 
to the perſonall pertections- of the Prophet 
Eliſha, And let us know, that Humility is 
our Honour and Crowne , ſo that except 
wee be forced unto 'it againſt our wils, Se 
defendendo, to maintainerhe Honour of God, 
and our office, to ſtand upon our points, 
| | let us leaving the Patterne of Zliſh's ſtate- 
| Unelle, rather tollow the preſident of Saint 

Pauls Humility , 1 wat made all things to 
that by all meaves I mieht gaine 
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all men , 
ſome. 
To returne to Nyua%es : The mention of 
| the water put him inty a fire, hee burneth 
with Choler and Paſſion : - Are not Aba- 
\ #ah , and Pharpar , Rivers of Damdſcas , 


better 
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| 


better than all the waters of Iſrael ? May 


faith to thee, Waſh aud be cleene ? Good Ethicks, 
my Fathcr, my All-ſpeaking in one perſon, ſo 
unanimouſly they conſented in one opinion 
Father, as it they had ſaid, wee confeſſe thou 
art wiſcr then wee arc, of moreage, of more 


dearc unto us, wee with your weale and wel- 
fare: O what a deale did they ſpeake in a 
little, and how many ſentences are compriſed 
in this one word , Father : Theſe words ſo 
wrought on Naaman, that the Lyon became 
a Lambe , hee that formerly had conquered 
his foes, now ſubdues himſclfe , down came 
he in his ſtomacke, and downe comes hee in 
his perſon. 


Then went hee downt, &rc. 


Theſe words containe a Cure molt ſtrange, 


moſttrue, wherein obſerve: # 
I. Thetime wherein it was wrought, Then. 
2. The ſick man, (or if you pleaſe) ſince his ſer- 


not waſh inthem, and be cleane? ſo heturned ! 
and wentaway ina rage: Well, hisfervants.| 
come to him, to perſwade him, and bring | 
with them good Logick, and Ethicks, good | 
Arguments; and good manners; good Lo-' 
gick realoning 4 minors ad majws ; If the Pro. 
phet had bid thee doe ſome great thinz, wouldeſt thos | 
have not done it ? How much rather thes, when he | 


honour yet you are ncere; untous, you arc | 
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' the game , and though in other reſpects their | 
| f judge. \ 


ee, 
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wants have perſwaded him,the Patient, 
| 2. T0 Diſeaſe Leproſie. 
| 4+ ThePhyſtian, an -p of Fw. OO 

aa, Waſhing in Tordat 
5 The Phyſicke 1 Wories, ſeven times, tn 
6. The Effect and Operation thereof : And his 
| fleſh came againe, like the fieſh of a little Child, and 


he was cleane. 


But as Gideon had too greatan Army for his 

uſe, and therefore ſent moſt of his Souldiers 
away; ſothetimnecommands me, to diſmiſle 
| moſt of theſe points,and oncly to retaine ſuch 
with me, as are molt pertinent to the preſent 
occaſion. I begin with the time, wherein the 
Cure was wrought: 


Then, 


Then: When? After his ſervants had per- 
ſwaded him: Whence obſerve, 


| 


The reaſon is, that wiſe men may bee decei- | 
ved in thoſe actions , wherein they them-/| 
ſelves are partics, and intereſted, it is poſſible | 
that Paſſion, prejudice, and Partiality one, or | 


all of theſe, like ſo many-Pcarles, may blind ! 


'the eyes of your Iudgement, Whercas ſuch | 
as looke on,may ſee more then thole that play 


—— 
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Wiſe men muſt ſometimes fellow the counſel of | 
their Inferiours,4s Naaman aid of his ſervants. | 
| 
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judgements be farre inferiour, yet herein they 


may be more clecare, becauſe lefſe ingaged-: * 
Yea, Sz/omon hiralcite, though the wiſcit of 
Kings had a Counſcll of aged men, that ſtood 


betore him. And though this might ſeeme 


but the lighting of ſo wany Candles to the ; 
Sun, yet no doubt hee knew wilcly to make ; 
uſc of them , who in wiſedome were farre be- 
neath him. I have ſcene a dull Whet-ſtone (ct 
an cdge on a Knife: yea, the wiſeſt of men 
need not thinke ſcorne tolearne of the worlt of 
men, when we may be taught, not to take car- 
king care by the Lillies , and yet providently 
to provide from the Piſmire. 

But then eſpecially are wee to liſtento the 
counſell of Interivurs, whole adviſc we know 

rocceds from a loving heart, and isaymed 

and levelled at our good, eſpecially it they 
be ſuch, that ourcredirand profit is umbarked 
in the ſame bottome with theirs,rogether they 
ſinke , and together they ſwim, ſo that wee 
cannotſuſpe&, darenotdeny , and muſtcon- 
teſle, that their adviſe lookes ſtraight forward 
at our good, and {quints not aſide at any fini- 
ſter reſpet. Wherefore, ſometimes let Abra-| 
hambearkento Sarah, his wite, Moſes the lew, | 
ro Tethro the Gentile, David the Soveraigne, 
to oabthe ſubje&, yea, let nor Apollo, though 


cloquent, and mighty in Scripture, thinke 
{cometo learne his Chriſt-crofle from Aqwila, 
and Priſcilla, 

| Yet; 


—— 
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Yer when Infcriours preſume to com- 
mend their counſel! to their Superiours, letir 
be qualified with theſe cautions, 

1. Letthemdoe it fraſonably, ina fitop- 
poitunity. Now opportunity is the Spirits of 
timc extracted, or the quinreſfſence of time at 


| large, diſtilled, and ſuchan opportunity mult 


he waite for, who hopes todoe any good by 
his adviſe to his betters. Abrgarl was excellent 
hercat, 1 Sam.25.36, Sheetola her Husbayd Na- 
bal, nothing leſſe or more , untill the Morning 
light : Either becauſe ſhee would notcaſt the 
pearle of her good counſell before a Swine, 
wallowing in Drunkenneſſe, or becauleſhee 
thought her phylicke would worke the berter 
with him, it ſhee gave it him faſting, 

2. It muſt þc done ſecretly, Anopen re- 
proofeot our berters, 1s little better than a Li- 
bell. Truciris, wee Miniſters may publikely, 
. when occaſion is offered us) reprove the vices 
of thoſe, who in outward reſpeRts are far our 
Superiours, yer we mult doe it Publikely, Sc- 
cretly ; publikely tor the place, ſecretly for 
the manner, Weare not ro make inthe Pul- 
pit ſuch an Hue and Cry atter the Offender, 
that the capacity of the meaneſt may take him 
on fuſpition,whom we meane. No,letusdeli- 
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yer our Dodrine in common , and let the 


guilty conſcience incloſc itroir ſclfe, 


3- They muſtdoeit withall reverence,and 


' humility, as the ſervants of Naawar, in my 


L 2 Text. 
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| Text, A Wool-packe doth conquer the 


ſtrength of an Ordnance, by yeilding unto ir; | 
ſo therebe many natures, which will beled, | 
but may not be drawne,ordragged, and theſe 
may be broken with taire uſage, that cannot 
| 5c bowed with forcible dealing. 
| 4. Let thempray to him, who haththe 
hearts of all men in his hand : like the Rivers 
' of water, heeturneth them whetherhe plea. 
| {erh, that he would be pleaſed to prepare, and 
molline their hearts, to whom they areto ad- 
| drefletheir countell, that he would bow their 
;£7E$TO heare, their heads to conceive, and 
their hearts to practiſe,that adviſe which ſhall 
[ 1 . 
; be commended to them for their good, And 
| {0 much for the time, Come we next inthe ſe- 
| cond place tothe Phy lick preſcribed , Water 
| of Jordan, Whence obſerve, 
| Godappoints weake meanes by the wvertae of his 
| Inſtitution , to accompliſh great matters, Takea 
ſurvey of all the parts ot Gods ſervice, and 
| weſhall find this true, Beginat the Font,there 
| is plaine water of Jordan, yet by the yertue of 
| Gods Ordinance, it waſheth away originall 
{in. Paſle from the Font to the Miniſters Pue, 
 thereisſtil plain water of !ordan,the weakneſle 
of the Word.and thefolly of Preaching ; yer | 
| Gods wiſdomeand power, tomake the Goata 
| Sheep, the Lyona Lamb, the Wantonchaſte, 
the Paſhonate patient ;yea,to revive ſuch as are 
dead in treipaſles and fins, Looke onthe Mi- 
| _iſter, 
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' niſter, here is ſtill plaine water of 7ordan , 
earthen veſlels, men loaden with infirmiries, | 
| like the reſt of their Brethren, yet are they | 
' Diſpenſers ofthe myſteries of God, Proceed | 
' tothe Communion-Table, there is ſtill plaine | 
water of lordan, a morſell of Bread , and a' 
Draught of Wine, yet theſe worthily recei- | 
ved, figne arid ſcale unto us , the body of! 
Chriſt, andthe benefits of his Paſſion, | 
| ' Letus rake heed, that wee take not excep- | 
| tion, at the ſimplicity of Gods Ordinance, | 
A Spaniſh Dox having licard much of thefawe| 
of Calvis, travelled to Geneva, to fee him, 
where finding him, both plaine in perion, and | 
poore inapparell, hee repented himſelte of 
his paines , and whom his care didadmire ar | 
| diſtance, his eye did contemne, when pre- | 
| ſent. Juſt ſuch Valuers are carnal men of Gods 
Ordinances , they gueile the Jewell by the 
Caſe, and.thinke nothing can be good, which | 
; 15 not gawdy, But ſurcly were our eyes anoin- | 
' ted with that Eye-falve, mentioned, Revel, | 
| 2.18, then (as Heraulds account the plaineſt 
| Coats, the moſt ancient) better thenthote of 
'a later Edition , which are ſo full of fil- 
| ling, that they are empty of honour ) wee 
' ſhould ſee the inward ſtare in the outward 
| ſimplicity , and inward Majeſty , in the 
| outward meanneſlſe of Gods Ordinance. | 
| When one of his Couriers ſhewed the 
| Great. Turke the Sword of Scandrbag .: 
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I ſee, ſaid he no ſuch miracles in this ſword, ra- 
ther then inany other, that it ſhouldatchicve 
ſuch vicorics ; Yea, bur ſaid one thar ſtood 
by, If you had ſcenc alſo Scanderbags Arme, 
' with what a mighty force hee wiclded this 
' Sword , you then would change your reſolu- 
tion. So many ſay, they can ſce noihing in 
the water of Baptiſme, more then in ordinar 
| well water, they cance nothing inthe work 
in the Bread and Wine in the Communion , 
theninthatin the Bakers panniers,or Vintners 
Ccllar, nomoreina Sermon, than ina civill 
Oration in a Guild-hall of the ſame length. 
| Burif they ſaw the Arme of God, with what 
' a mighty ſtrength hee cntorceth theſe Ordi- 
nances, and how his inviſible Grace attendeth 
them, they would be of another mind , Gazc 
then no longer on Ehuds hand , for that was 
lame,or on his Dagger,for that was ſhort; bur 
looke on Gods fingerin Ehuds hand, and that 
can worke wonders, Looke not onthe Ordi- 
nance, buton the Ordainer, onthe mcanes, 
but onthe Meanes-maker ; neither be offended 
at the meannefle of the one, but admire the 
Majclſty of the other. 

Itconfutes the Papiſts, who diſplcaſed, as it 
were at the ſimplicity of the Sacraments, as 
God hath inſtirured them, ſeeke to better and 
amend them by their owne additions : This 
they account plaine water in Baptiſme too 
meane, and therefore they mingle it with 
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Crcame,Oyle,Spittle,and other Ingredients, 


which I as little know what they be, as they 
| know why they ule them, Yea all their ſer- 
| vice of God, is not on-ly made {weet, bur luſ- 
' ciousto the palate of ficth, and they plainely 
| ſhe by their baits, whar fiſh they angleto 
catch, namely, ratherto get mens ſenſes, then 
enceir ſoules, and rheir eyes then their judge- 
ments, Not that I am diſpleaſed with neat- 
neſle, or plead tor naſtinciic in Gods ſervice 
ſurcly Ggd would, have che Church his| 
Spouſe, a$not an Harlot, ſo not a Slut, and 
indeed outward Decencicinthe Church, is an 
Harbinger to providea lodging for inward de- 
votion to follow afcer, Bur wee would not 
have Religion ſo bedaubed with lace, thatone 
cannot ſee thecloath, and Ccremomes which 
ſhould adorne, obſcure the ſubſtance of the 
Sacruments, and Gods worſhip. And let us 
labour to be men in Chriſtianity,and not only 


bke littlechildren togoe to Schoole, to looke 
onthe guilrand gaudy Babics of our Bookes, 
and to beallured ro Gods lervice, by the out- 
ward pompand ſplendor of it. Bur ler us love 
religion not for her clothes, bur for her face, 
and then ſhall wee affe& it, if ſhee ſhould 
chance (as God forbid ) to bee cither naked, 
through poverty, or ragged through perſecu- 
tion, Ina word,it God hath appointed it, ler us 


loye the plaincnefle of his Ordicance, though 


WAICT 


therin there bencicher warm watcr,norſtrong | 
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, water, nor ſweet water, but plainewaterof 
| Tordan, 
| Come we now to the Qaoies , how often 2 
| He dipped himſelte {even times, that is, hee 
'wentin, and waſhed himſelfe , and came out 
againe, and went in, and waſhed himſclte, and 
came out againe, and fo till the ſeventh rime, 
Thou therefore, whoſoever thouart, whoarr 
aficted in body or mind, orany other way, 
doe not grudge againſt God, and grieve inthy 
| ſelfe, it thy paine benotealed inaninſtant, it 
| thy malady bee not removed in a moment : 
| O tarry the Lords leiſure (the Lords plealure 
is the Lords leiſure) waiteand attend his time : 
| Thinke not that thou ſhalt not be cured atall, 
| becauſe thou art norall curedat once. Naamen 
| himfclte was not compleatly cleanſed at the 
 firſtentrance into Ferdan, but it coſt him ſeven 
| times waſhing. 
The number of ſeven is moſt remarkeable in 
Holy Writ, and paſleth for the Emblem of 
| pertedtion, or compleatnefle, as well itmay, 
; conſiſting of an Ynity inthe middle, guarded 
| and attended with a Trinity on cither ſide, 
| Once I muſt confefle, I find this number of 
| ſeyvento be detcdtive, and too little ; and yet 
| the corretion, and lupplying thereof, (til! 
| runs ona {eptinary number: Sal! I forgive my 
| Brother ſeven times ? yea ſaid 9ur Saviour, ſeventy 
ſeven times, If any aske, why God pitched on 
this number, andimpoſcd on Naaman,the beſt 
. anſwer | 
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| anſwer I can make , ſhall be in the words of| 
f our Saviour, Matth.11. Even ſo Father, becaſs 
it pleaſed thee well : . Naaman was bid to waſh 
ſeven times , and hee did waſh ſeven times: 
Hence obſerve. 
| Wee muſt obſerve Gods Commandements , both | 
| in matter and manner , both in ſubſtance and cir- 
| cnmſtance + But ſome will ſay, had Naamar 
; wathed once more, orlefle, under or over ſe- 
| ven times , would fo tmall a matter have 
broken any ſquares ? and would God have 
impoſed any penalty on fo fleight a forfei- 
ture 2 I aniwer , things that are ſmall in 
themſcives {well great , when they areeither 
forbidden, or commanded by God: Looke 
upon Z#s Wite, looking backe with carnall 
eyes.and it will ſeemea ſmall offence: O how 
ficſhand blood could calily be her Advocate, 
| {to plead ftorher? What it ſhedid lookback# 
Sheedid no more, and could doe no lefle, and 
bea Mother, Would you have her to beca 
Pillar of ſtone, before ſhee was a Pillar of 
falt, Imeane ſo hard, ſo remorſcleſle, as not 
to ſend one farewell glance, to that unfortu- 
nate Citie, wherein ſhcee had ſo much kindred 
| and acquaintance: .V Vell, however we muſt 
| know, the Offence was moſt hainous, by 
the heavineſſe of the puniſhment inflited 
upon her, 
And asitis thus in ſmall things forbidden, 
[fois it in ſmall things a Vi . Le | 
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No e precil {cly obſerved : In thoſe generall | 
Maps of the wad 4, which are uſually made 
in ſheet of paper; the leaſt prick or poynt 
which can bee 1 ma de with a pen, extends to 
five mile atthe Icait ; But I ſay the ſmalleſt 
Dev! ation and Declination, the leaſt imagi- 

| nable Det dion, from the commanded will 
| of God, 1s an infinite diſtance from i it, as 
| breal king the command of an infinite God, 
| and deferyeth infinite puniſhment, Ob- 
| ſerve therefore, not onely all things con- 
oymw—ger but all thi ings in Gods will: For 
deed all things therein are conſiderable, 
not onely every Syllable , but every Nora , 
the leaſt Letter ; yea every prick, Comma, 
and Accent, hath” his Emphaſis, and muſt 
bee prono mnced in our practiſe : As Moſes 
therefore in making the Tabernacle, made 
it in a!l things alike , to the Patterne hee 
{aw 1n the Mount , not a Knop or a Bole, 
2r an Almond in the Candleſti ick, under or 
over; not a Bell or a Pome oranate in Aarons 
Coat, more orlefſe, but Concorda, Copia cum 
Ori icinals - The tran (cript agreed with the 
Original! in all things ; ſo Jet us preciſely 
follow the inſtructions God elveth us let 
us not willingly bee Hetroclites from his 
will cirher Detecuues, to doe tov little, 
' or Redundants, to doe too much z bur let 
us bee truely regular , not waſhing more 
then {even times, with the {i verſtitious man, 
nor 
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nor leſſe then feven times with the pro- 
phane man z but with Naamas in my Text, | 
juſt ſeven times, | 

VVhen I compare our preſent occaſion 
with this Hiſtory wee have treated of, I 
(find a great Reſemblance betwixt them, | 
Here is a little Child to bee cured of a Le- 
| profie : For ſo may Originall Corruption | 
| fitly bee called: Firſt for the Hereditarineſle 
'of it, itisa ſucceſſivediſeale, entayled from 
| Father to Child , ever fince the fall of our | 
' firſt Parent Adam : Secondly, from the 
 over-ſpreading nature thereof, the Infeion 
' defiling all the powers of our foules, and 
parts of ourbodies.” Here alſo is the water 
| of Jordan to waſh it away, ſince Chriſt 
| waſhed /ordan, by being waſhed in it, hee 
| hath given it a power to cleanſe our Ori- 
[ginall Corruption : Some Thcevyes have 
|cat off their Irons, and fretted off their Fet- 
'ters with Mercury water z; but there is no 
way to worke off the Chaines of our Na- 
[turall Corruption , whereby our feet are 
| hurt in the Stocks , the Irons have entred 
| into our ſoules , but onely by the VVater 
|in Baptiſme: Onely the Maiden-head, and 
| Virgivity of the water , 1n the Poole of 
| Betheſds, was medicinal ro cure Dilcaſes 
| hee that came firſt was cured , the ſecond 
got no profit, - But in our Fordan , our 
Water in the Font ; the vertue thereof 1s 
| Aa 2 not 
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| 196 | A Chriſtming Sermon, 
- —Tnotleſſened in the uſing, the Child that is laſt 


baptized, ſhall receiveas much benefit, as that 
which is firſt waſhed therein, 

But hercin I muſt conteſſe, there isa difte- 
rence onthecure of Nawaz, and this Child, 


he was totally, and perfe&ly cleanſed from 
| his Leproficz butthis Child is waſh'tburin 
part, {ofarreas is Gods pleaſure.. The con- 
demning power of Originall Corruption is 
drowned in the Font; butthough the bane be 
removed,the blot doth remaine,the guilt is re- 
mitted , the blemiſhis retayned, the ſting is 
gone, the ſtainedoth ſtay, which if not con- 
| cnted to, cannot damne this Infant though it 
may hereafter defile it: Secondly, the finall 
peaccable-commanding power , is waſhed 
away in the Laver of Regeneration; though 
afterwards it may dwell in us: it ſhall not do- 
mineere over us it may remaine there as a 
{lave,notasa Soveraigneſurenot as a lawful! 
one, be heever reliſted, often ſubdued, though 
never expelled, Theſe things deſerve larger 
Proſecution, but this is none of 7eſhua's day, 
wherein the Sunne ſtandeth ill, and there- 
fore I muſtconclude with the time. 
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1Con1, 12. 
Now this I ſay , that every oue of you ſaith , I uns 
of Paul, aud I am of Apollo, aud Iamgf 
Cephas, and 1 am of Chriſt, 
L 
l 50 Vch is the ſubtilty 
1 of Satan, and ſuch is 
r the frailty of the 
' fleſh, though things 
4 | #&| be ordered never fo 
| | wel, they wil quick- 
| ly decline. | __ 
Y was wont to ſay, hee 
\ [=D neyer knew as good 


order laſt above fif- 


teene yeares: This ſpeedy decaying of good- 
neſſe a you may ſce 1 R the Church of Corizeh, 
| __Aa3 from 
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from which S. Paul was no ſooner departed, 
but they departed from his Do@rine, Some 
morecarried by fancy ,then ruled by reaſon,or 
more ſwayed by carnall Reaſon , then gover- 
ned by Grace,madce choyle of ſome parricular 
Paſtor, whom they extolld, to the great diſ- 
grace of his fellow Miniſters , ana greater 
diſhonour of God khimiclte, Now Saint Paul 
not willing t1 make theſe Miniſters , a publike Ex- 
ample , concealcth their pertons, yetdifcoye- 
reth the fault, and makingbold with his Bre- 
thren, Apollo, and Cephas , applyeth rothem 
and himſclte, what the Corinthians ſpake of 
their fancied Preachers, Now this F ſay , that 


Apollo, and F am of Cephas, and 1 am of 
Chriſt, 

But the Apoſtle herein hath madeno good 
choyce , to- mention Cephas : For hee was 
onely knowne to the Corrnthianss, by his fame, 
not by his perſon,ſeeing itappeares, not either 
in Scripture, or Ecclcftaſticall Story , that 
ever Cephas ( that 1s Saint Peter ) was ever at 
| Corinth, 


every one of you ſaith, Tamof Paul , and Tam of, | 


This hinders not the Application of the 
Apoſtle : Granting Saint Peter was never 
therez For many Miniſters are moſt admired 
at diſtance, Aajor e longinquo reverentia 
| Like {ome kind of ſtuffe, they have the beſt | 
| Gloſle, a good way off, more then a Prophet in 
| bis owne Countrey, Thus the good cltceme, 
which 
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| which Forrainers have conceived of the Piety | 
and Learning , of the Geneva Miniſters , hatk 
beenthe beſt ſtake in the hedge of that State, 

Inecd not divide the words, which in them- 
ſelves are nothing elſe but diviſion, andcon- 
taine foure ſorts of people, like the toure ſorts 
of Seed, Mat.13, The three firſt bad, the laſt 
only,[ 1 am of Chriſt ] being goodand com- 
mendable, 

Iam of Paul, as if they had ſaid, thereis a 
Preachercalled Pau; his matteris ſo power- 
full, his Methods lo pleating , his Doctrine ſo 
ſound, his Lite fo {incere 4 Is Preaching I 
afte&t, or his perſon Ipreterre, Fam of Paul, | 
Tuſh ( faith another ) what talke you ' of | 
Paul ? Indeed his Epiſtles are powerfull and ſtrong, | 
' but his bodily preſence is weake, and his ſpeechof | 
zone effet#;, there is one Apollo, an eloquent man, 
and mizhty in the Scriptures , hee ſtands higheſt 
in my cſteeme ; 1 am of Apollo > Fie faith a 
| third, why name you Apollo, onethat learnt 
| the beſt part of ys Divinity trom Aquila, and 
| Priſcilla, a Lay-man, and a weake woman : 
| Thereis one Ceph.es, that caught three hundred | 
| ſoules ar the preaching of one Sermon z that | 
| isthe man tor my money: I will ſay of him, |. 
| as'GehaFz did of Naaman, As the Lord liveth 7 
\ will run after him, 1am of Cephas : Well, faith 
| a fourth, Pas/T know, and Apollo I know , and 
| Cephas I know , men endowed with great | 
| Grace , and cmiacnt Inſtruments of Gods | 
glory, 
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T fo that the ſtreſſe of the Miniſtery hath 


| digging dcepe Ditches to diſcredit , anddit- 


glory, acknowledge them as the Channell, 
[but on God alone, as the Fonntaine', of Faith 
' and Converſion, and doe attend on him alone 
| intheſe his Inſtruments, Iam of Chriſt, 

The Staple Dodrine herein to be obſerved, 
| is this : The factions affefting one Paſtor above 
| another , is very dangerow. Indecd wee may, 
and muſt givea famors part of Reverence, and 
| a Benjawins Portiow of reſpet, to thoſe, who 
( Data paritate in ceteris ) excell inage, paines, 
Parts and Picty., In Age, for hee is a Traytor 
againſt the Crowneot old Age, who payeth 
not the Allegeance of reſpect due thereunto: 
| Such Revercncethe hoary haires of Gouſartize i 
| did deſerve , when for more then fifty yeares 
| hee had becne a Preacher in Geneva. In Paines, 


| being ſuch as have bornethe heate of the day , 


layen heavieſt on their ſhoulders , ſuch an 
Elder is worthy of double honour, In Parts, being 
ſtars of the firit Magnitude, brightly ſhining, 
with theirrich endowments. In Picty, which 
ſetteth a-luſtre on all the former, But the fa- 
Rious affeRting of Miniſters, laviſhing 65 
whole ſale , all honour on one, and ſcarce Reta- 
| lating out any reſped to the other, rayſing 
kigh Rampires to the prayſc of the one, by 


grace another, is that which Saint Paul doth 
reproveinmy Text, and wee muſt confute at 
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Foure great miſchicfes will ariſe from this 
praiſe, Firſt it will ſet enmity and diſſen- 
tion betwixt the Miniſters of Gods Word, 

I conteſle, wee that either have, orintend 
to take on us the high calling, and holy 
FunRion of the Clergy, ought to endeavour 
| by Gods Grace, ſoto qualific our ſelves, that 
our affections never miſtake the true objec, 
norexceed their due meaſure; But alasguch is 
our milcry (rather to bee bemoaned , then 
amended ; the perfc& removing whereof, is 
moreto be dcfired, then hoped for ) thatas 
longas wee carry Corruptionabour us, wee 
are men ſubjett to like Paſſion with others, 


Hence is it come to paſſe, that as the Gre- 
cians, A#., 6.1, Murmurcd againſt the He. 
brewes , Becauſe their Widaowes were neeletted 
in the daily Miniſtration : So Miniſters will 
find themiclves agrieved, that peoplein the 
partiall diſpencing of their re{ped&t , paſſe 
[them by unregarded. Perchancethe matter 
| may fly ſohigh, as it did berwixr Moſes and 
| Aaron, Numb. 12.2. And they ſaid, hath the 
Lord indeed ſpoken onely by Moſes * Hath hee 


not ſpoken. alſo by us ? It will anger not only 
Saul; a meere carnall man , but even thoſe * 
| that have degrees of Grace, Hee bath con-. 
| verted his thouſands, bt ſuch aone his ten thou- 

ſands : Thele diſcords betwixt Miniſters | 
[I could as heartily wiſh they+were fale ; 
| as I doe certainely _ they are too m_ 

| t 
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i Jeaſh, King of Iſrael, 2 Xing.13.18. He ſmites 


| Nay ( ſaith the other ) my Miniſter , is 


It will ſct diſſention amongſt people , 
whilſt they violently engage their afteions 
for their Paſtors : The woman that pleaded 
before Salomon, 1 King. 3. The living Child s 
mine ( ſaid ſhee ) but 1his dead Child is thine : 
Nay 4 ſaid the other) but thy ſonne is dead. , 
and my ſonne is the living, Thus will they 
fall out about their Paſtors, The living 
Miniger is mine ; he that hath life, ſpirit, 
and Activity , in the manner and: mat- 
ter of his Delivery ; but the dead Mi- 
niſter is thine; Flaſh in his matter. , contu- 
ſed in his Method , dreaming in his utte- 
rance ; hee commeth not to the quicke, hee 
toucheth not the conſcience, at the moſt with 


the Aramites but thrice; Leaves off reproving a 
vice, before people bee fully reformed, 


| the living Miniſter , and thine is the dead 
one : Thy Paſtor is like the fire, 1 King. 
I9. 12. Flaſhing in the flames of ill tem- 
pered , and undiſcreet zeale; But the Lord 
was #0t in the fire : or like the Earthquake, 
ſhaking his Auditors , with ill applyed 


terrors of the Law , but the Lord wa 
not inthe Earth-quake : whileſt my Miniſter 
is like to a ftill voyce , and the Lord was in! 
| the fill Fojce , ſtanching the Bleeding hear- 
ted Penitent , and dropping the Oyle of 
the Goſpel into the wounded Conlcicnce. 
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It will give juſt occaſion to wicked | AX£6/ch. 3. 
men , to rejoyce at theſe diflentions , to 
whole cares , our diſcords are the ſwee- 
teſt Harmony, O then let not the Herd 
men of Abrahay and Lot fall out ; whilſt 

| the Canaanites and Pereſlites , are yet in 
'the Land, Let not us diſſent , whileſt 
| many Adverſarics of the truth arc min- 
'gled amongſt us , who will make ſport 
rhercat, 


Laſtly, it will cauſe great Diſhonour to| ,,. 
| God himfelfc , his ron in the meane OS 
time being negle&ted. Heare is ſuch do- 
ting on the Diſh , there is no regard- 
ing the Dainties : Such looking on the | 
Embaſladour , there is no notice taken of | 
the King , that ſent him, Even Aaries 
Complaynt is now verified : They have ta- 
| key away the Lord, and placed him , 1 know 
y , P » | 
' ot where, And as in times of Popery : 
Thomas Becket diſpoſleſied our Saviour 
' of his Church: in Canterbury ( inſtead 
| of Chriſt's Church , being called Saint 
' Thomas Church) : And whereas rich Ob- | 
| lations were made to the Shrine of that 
| ſuppoſed Saint , Summo Altari zil : No- 
thing was offered to Chriſt at the Com- 
| munion-Table : So whileſt ſome Sacrifice 
; the Reverence to this admired Preacher, and | 
| others almoſt adored this afteated Paſtor : | Py 
Bb 2 God | 


| 


rm 
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| God in his Ordinance is neglefted, and the 


and people muſt lend their helping hands, 


Word being the ſavour of lite,is had in reſpe& 


of perſons. | 
To prevent theſe miſchicfes, both Paſtors 


I begin with the Paſtors, and firſt with thoſe 
| whoſe Churches are crowded with the 
| thickeſt audience, 
| Letthemnor pride themſclves, with the 
| bubble of popular applaute,ofren as cauſeleſly 
' gotten , as undeſcrvedly loſt, Have wee 
| not ſcene thoſe that have preferred the Oni- | 
| ons, and Fleſh-pots of Egypt, before hea- | 
| venly Manna, Lungs before Braynes ; 
and {ounding of a voyce, before ſoundnefle of 
matter, Well, ler Princes count the credir 
of their Kingdomes to confiſt in the multi. 
tude of their Subjects : Farre bee it from a 
Preacher, to glory when his Congregation 
ſwels to a Tympany, by the Conſumption 
| of the Audience of his Neighbour Mini- 
\ {ter, n 
Yea, when Paſtors perceive people tranſ- 
ported with an immoderate Admiration of 
|rhem, let them labour to confute them in 
their groundleſſe humours. When Saint | 
thn would have worſhipped the Angel , See 
| thou aſt it not ( {aith hee ) worſhip God. So 
| when people polt head-long , in affecting | 
| their Paſtors, they ought to wave and de- 
cline this popular honour, and to ſeeke to 
| tranſmit 
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tranſmir and faſten ir on the God of Hea- 
yen, Chriſt went into the Wilderneſle , 
when the people would have made him a 
King: Let us ſhun, yea fly ſuch dangerous 
Honour , and teare off our heads , ſuch 
| wreathes, as people would tye on them , 
| ſtriving rather ro throw Miſts, and Clouds 
of Privacy on our ſclves, then to affe& a 
ſhining appearance : But know, whoſoever 
thou art, who herein art an Epicure, and 
loveſt to glut thy ſelfe with peoples ap- 
plauſe, thou ſhalt ſurfer of it , betore thy 
| death, it ſhall prove at the laſt pricks in thy 
eyes, and thornes in thy fide, a great affli- 
ion, 1t not aruine unto thee, becauſe fſa- 
 crilegtouſly , thou haſt robbed God of his 
' Honour, 

| Let them labour alfo to ingratiate every 
Paſtor , who hath tolerability of deſert 
with his owne Congregation, It was the 
| Boone Saul begg'd of Samnel, Hononr me be- 
fore my people : And ſurely it 1s but reaſon, 
; wee ſhould ſecke to grice the Shepherd in 
[the preſence of his Flock, though perchance 
| privately wee may reprove him , diſgrace 
[him not publikely betore thole that are un- 
der him. 

I amcome now to neglected Miniſters, at 
whoſe Churches, Sol:ztndo ante oſtium , and 
within them too, whillt others ( perchance 
leſſe deſerving) are more frequented, _ 

_ Bb 3 Let | 
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Let not ſuch grieve in themſelves, or re- 
pine at their Brethren, When Saint Joby 
Baptiſts Diſciples told him: That all flock't 
to Icſus, whom hee baptized beyond 7or- 
den : 1 muſt decreaſe ( anſwered hee ) aud 


A 


hee muſt increaſe. Never fret thy fſelfe, or 
before thee ,- they have their time , they 


their lowing : Envie not at their Proſpe- 
rity. "The Starres in their courſe did. fight 
azainſt Siſcrs , thy courſe of credit may 
chance to bee nexr, thy turne of Honour 
may chance to come after, One told a 
Grecian Statiſt , who had excellently de- 
ſerved of the Citic hee lived in : That the 
Citic had choſen foure and twenty Officers, 
and yet left him out : I am glad (ſaid hee) 
the Citie aftords twenty foure abler than 
| my ſelfe: So let Miniſters triumph , and re- 
joyce in this, that the Church yeilds ſo many 
| men, better meriting then themſelves, and 
' be farre from taking exception thereat, 

| And letus practiſe Saint Pauls Precept, by 
| Honour and Diſhonour, by good Reportand 
| Diſreport : Seven yeares have I ſerved God 


— 


in goodeſtceme, and well reſpedted, by the! 


time I have ſerved God ſo long indiſgraceand 

reproach , perchance the Circulation of my 
\credir may returne, and with patience I may 
| regaine the eſteemeT have loſt z and if other. 
| wile 
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are Creſcents intheir waxing , full Seas in | 


vexe out thy ſoule, if others bee preferred 


þ 
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wiſe, let him ſay with David, Lord here Iam, 
dee with thy ſervant «s thou pleaſeſt. 

By this time mee thinkes, 1 heare the 
people ſaying unto mee, as the Souldiers to 
Toha Baptiſt, but what ſhall wee doe? Now 
the Counſell I commend-to you , is this, 
Firſt, ever- preſerve a reverenteſteeme of the 
Miniſter, whom God hath placed over thee, 
For if a Sparrow lighteth not on. the 

round without Gods eſpeciall Providence, 
ſurely no Miniſter is beſtowed in any Pa- 
riſh , without a more immediate and pe- 
culiar diſpoſing of God , and ſurely thcir 
owne Paſtor is beſt acquainted with their 
diſeaſes, and therefore beſt knoweth to ap- 
ply ſpirituall Phyſicke thereunto, And as 
Gods Word hath a generall Blefſing onevery 
place, ſomore particularly is it ſanStified and 
bleſſed there, to thoſe Pariſhioners from the 
mouth of their lawtull. Miniſter, Let not 
therefore the Sermon of a ſtranger , who 
perchance —_— a Feaſt of ſet yarpat, to 
entertaine new Gueſts, be preferred before 
the paines of thy owne Miniſter, who keeps 
aconſtant houſe, andaſct Table, cach Lords 
day , feeding his owne family, Wherefore, 
let all the Epheſians confine themſelves to 
their Timothy ; Cretians to their Titwe,, every 
Congregation to- their proper Paſtor. And 
I:hope Paſtors confidering the folemne oath 
they tooke at their Inſtitution, andthe profit 
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that worke, which may be done by an Afſe , 


they reccive from their people, and how 
irrationall it is to take wages , and doe no 
worke, and the heavie account they muſt 
makeat the day of Iudgement, will provide 
Milke in their breſts, for thoſe who muſt ſuck 
of them. As forthoſe , whoſe neceſſary occa- 
ſions doe command their abſence from their 
Flocks,let them be Curats of their Curats 
over-ſce ſuch , whom they appoynt to over- 
ſce their people, Colwmella givesthis counſell| 
to Husband-men , never keepea horſe to doe 


both becauſc Afles are of a lower price, and 

cheaper kept : But God forbid Miniſters 
ſhould obſcrve this Rule, and ſoconſult with 
their profit, as to provide unworthy Sub- 
ſtitutes, to ſave charges. 

Letthem not make odious compariſons be- 
twixt Miniſters of eminent parts : It is ſaid of | 
HeFechiah , 2 King. 18.5. That afier him, was 
one like him, of all the Kinss of Iudah, neither 
any that were before him.Itis laid alſo of King 10- 
fiah, 2 King. 23.25. And like nnto him , there 


was no King before him , that turned to the Lord 
with all his heart , and with all his ſoule, and 
with all his might, neither after him roſe up any 
like hims : The Holy Spirit prefers neither 
tor better, but concludes both tor beſt , and 
ſo amongit Miniſters, when cach differs from 
others, all may bee excellent in their kinds, 


As in comparing ſcycrall hand{ome perſons, 
one 


— 


one ſurpaſſeth for the beauty of a naturally 
painted face : A ſecond - for the feature of a 
well proportioned body : "A third for a 
grace of Geſture, and Comelineſle of car- 
riage: ſo that Tuſtice it ſelfe may bee puzled, 
and forced to ſuſpend - her Yerdid& ,- not 
| knowing where to adjudge the Victory : So 
may it bee berwixt ſeverall-Paſtors. Ones 
Excellency may conſiſt, inthe unſnarlingotf a 
knowne controverſic; an other in plaineex- 
pounding of Scripture, to make it portable in 
the weakeſt memory. One the beſt Boanar- 
ges , an other the beſt Barnabes + Our 
Iudgements may bee beſt informed by one, 
our Aﬀec&ions moved by a ſccond ; our 
lives retormed by a third : I am perſwa- 
ded there is no Miniſter in England, for his 
| Endowments like Saw, Higher then his Bre- 
thren , from the ſhoulders npwards;, But rathes 
[ſome hundreds like the Pillais in Salomons 
Houle, all of a height : But grant ſome in 
[parts forie inferiour to others ': was not 
| Abiſhai , a valiant , and worthy Capraine , 
[though hce atrayned not to the Honour of 
[the firſt three © And may yot many bee ſer- 
| viceable in the Church , though not to bee 
1-nked in the firſt forme, for their ſufficiencie ? 
| Lz:t them entertaine this fer a cerraine 
{truth That the Efhcacy of Gods Word de- 
| p<110S nor on the parts of the Miniſter; bur 
| on Gods blefhng , on his Ordinance : Indeed | 
| Cc tl.ece | 
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there isa Generation of Preachers , thatcome 
upon the Stage, betore ever they were inthe 
Tyring-houſe, whoſe backwardnefle in the 
Vaniverfity, makes them ſo forward in the 
Countrey ; where what they lack in Lear- 
ning, they ſupply in boldnefle : I could 
wiſh, thatas Ger. 21.19. When Hagars Bottle 
of water was ſpent, God opened her eyes , and jhee 
went to the Fountaine againe ; SO when thele 
Noviceshave emptied their ſtore of ſer Ser- 
mons they brought with them , that their 
Parents would remit them backe to the 
Vniverſity, the Fountaine of Learning and 
Religion, to furniſh-themſclves with a better 
ſtocke of ſufficiencie : Such Miniſters as 
theſe, I account as none at all ; but as for 
thoſe that have the Minimum ut fic, the leaſt 
degree of tolcrability , to enable them in 


ſome meaſure , to diſcharge their Office : 
God may bee, and often is, as effetuall 
in, and by .themz as by Rabbres , of farre 
IIcater parts, 

To conclude, let us with one mind, and 
one mouth , advance the Glory of God, 
that thereby the Goſpel may bee graced , 
Wicked men amazed ; {me of them con- 
verted ; the reſt of them confounded :- 
weak: Chriſtians confirmed, to the griefe 


| aimk.te:; Amen, 


of Devils, Ioy of Angels, Honour of God 
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